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Parodhial Letters. 


10 THE 


Pariſh of Kirkby Moor-Side; and the 
. Chapels annex d, in the County 
n Dioceſe 91 7 O * K. 


L 1 


+ A 
WS 


2 Dear Friends x 
I 1 SUPPOSE it ty 


| well known to you, that a 
bad State of Health, and o- 
ther important Circumſtan- 
des have, for a long time, 
. 

| kept me from you ; and 1 

©... hope, that God who harh' 

aan be Us. that He prefers Mzrcy to Sacrifice, - 
has inclin d your Hearts to excuſe my Ab- 
ſence. 1 have particular Encouragement to 


think - 


2 Parocbial LR TTERS. Let. I. 
think you tender in my Caſe, from the ſeveral 
accounts which have been given me, that the 
Gentlemen who have repreſented me amongſt 
you, have done it to * Satisfaction. 
My org of thoſe Gentlemen has not 


1 the only Inftance of my Concern for 
you; yet I could heartily wiſn, that it had 
| #220 en in my Power to have given you both 


more, and greater Proofs of my Aﬀe&ion, 


than 1 have been able to do; and I fear that 
vou have not received from me altogether 
—A A a Eee 
For this Reaſon, I am now going to give 
you my Thoughts upon Points of the greateſt 
Conſequence. I do this, not that I diſtruſt 


the Abilities, or Care of that Perſon, to whom 
I have long committed you, as I hope, with 


Succeſs; but becauſe I think it neceſſary that 


you ſhould have a viſible Share in my Labours 


to which you have ſo undoubted a Right. 

I put what I here offer to you into the way 
of Letter, becauſe this way comes the neareſt 
to Converſation, and therefore admits more 
Plainneſs, and Freedom, than is allowd in 
any other kind of Writing. You know that 
Letters are the Talk of abſent Friends; and, 


as what I fay to you in this manner, will be 


always in your own Hands, I pleaſe my ſelf 
with hopes, that it may have Advantages be- 


yond what might attend any thing deliver d 


to you by my Mouth, either from the Pulpit, 

or in Converſatien. But it would be loſing 
9 34 to keep you any longer from my Buſt: 
„„ R 
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1. Believe me then, that my Conſcience 


doth, as much as my Office, oblige me to aſ- 


ſure you, That nothing is ſo inſtrumental and 
neceſſary to our Happineſs, as a- Religions 
Life; that the Chriſtian Religion is the ap- 
pointment of God; that the Communion of 
the Church of England is fo reaſonable, that 
I fincerely wiſh'every Briton a. willing Mem- 
ber of it. I ſhall endeavour in this and the 
following Letters, to give you, as diffinctiy 
as I can, the Reafons on which L think the 
Aſſurances which 1 have juſt now given you, 
6 THT IR 
III. That a Religious Life is neceffary to 


make us truly happy, cannot be queſtion d by: 5 


thoſe who rightly conſider the meaning of it; 


| which is nothing elſe but a conſtant, ſincere 


Endeavour to know, and to. do thoſe things 
which are moſt proper to gain, 'and'to ſecure 
the Favour of God. As God had no Begin- 
ning, He can have no End; wherefore He is 
able to be always a Friend to them whom He 
loves: For his Power can be limited by 
thing, but his own Wiſdom and Goodn 
and they are both without any mixture of 
What here ſay of the Perfections of God, 
is eaſily prov'd, ſeeing that He is not far from 
every one of us. We ſee Him in his Wor 


” 


* 


of which we our ſelves are no inconſiderable 


part, The Beauty of the Flowers, and the 


up without any Toil; the conſtant good Sub- 


fiſtence of the Fowls of the Air, which are in 
eg 


no- 
eſs; 
of 
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no Method of providing and laying up for 
themſelves, plainly ſnew the great Tenderneſs 


of our Heavenly Father towards them; and 


as we may ſafely think our ſelves to be of 
much greater Value than they are, we may 


- accordingly be ſatisfied, that God is abundant- 
ly more concern d for us, than for thoſe Crea- 


tures. A little Conſideration of what conti- 


nually paſſeth in, and about our ſelves, will. 
* ſufficiently ſhew the ſtrength of my Conclu- 


ſion. Our ability to think, to ſpeak, to do 


Buſineſs, the ordinary Succeſs of our prudent 
and virtuous Endeavours; our frequent eſcapes. 


and deliverances from Miſchief, and Dan- 
gers ; the regular, happy aq ala xt of Day 
and Night, and of the Seaſons of the Year; 


things give us full: Evidence that we are under 


the perpetual regard of a moſt Powerful, Wiſe, 


and Kind Providence. 


_ + Theſe plain Proofs of the Wiſdom, and 


Goodneſs of God, do clearly diſcover that He 
expects the ſame from us; I mean, that He 
would have us as Wiſe, and as Good, as we 


are able tobe; ſince He cannot otherwiſe de- 


light in us, any more than we do in them, 
whoſe Femper and Behaviour we do diſlike. 
I muſt go a little further, and declare to you, 
that if God doth not delight in us, we muſt 
be under his Diſpleaſure ; for the Perfection 


of his Nature cannot allow Him to be care- 


leſs, or indifferent in any thing. His Pati- 


ence will wait, while it is reaſonable, to ſee 


whether 


8. 
£54 Þ 


Circumſtances apparently fram'd both for our, - 
tisfaction, and Well-being :) I fay, that theſe | 


1 end od ond Cos ed id at EE Se A © ak. Soo fs: ins as 


ed. F WV OO Bs © aaa A 


11 eos 


a wait 


Let. I. | Parochial LETTERS. 5 


whether we will return to a better Mind; but 
if we do not, He will at length caſt us off; 
by which we muſt not underſtand that He will 
ceaſe to take any further Notice of us, but 
that he will deliver us over to a Severe, but 
Juſt Puniſhment, which it will then be utterly 
out of our Power either to end, or to leſſen. . 
IV. If it is needful for me to produce any 
other Arguments for the neceſſity, and happi- 
neſs of a Religious. Life, I deſire leave to pro- 
ceed in this manner. Allow me to ask you 
freely, What you are mov'd by in other Ca- - 
ſes ? What are the common Springs of your 
Defires, and Actions ? If you were to deal 
fairly with me, I know you muſt anſwer, that 
your Inclinations, and Undertakings, are al- 
ways owing. to your Hopes, or at leaſt your 
defire either of Pleafure, of Honour, or Pro- 
fit, or of Safety ; and for this Reaſon, I will 
apply theſe ſeyeral Conſiderations to the Mat- 
ter in Hand, in the Order that I have nam'd 


them in, which is the ſame in which they 


more particularly affect us in the different 
Parts of Life. 1 am very well ſatisfied, that if 
7ou will join the Obſervations of your own 
:xperience to what IL ſhall offer to you, yon 
will ſoon be throughly convinc'd, that Plea- 
ſure, Honour, Profit, and Safety are much 
more effectually to be obtain d by a Religious 
Life, than any other courſe that we can take. 

V. The Deſire, at leaſt the Senſe of P/za- 
fure, is the firſt that we know ; we feel it long 
before we can ſpeak of it; for it takes poſſeſſion 
of us from the Moment in which we come in- 
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== — Wend; we eupect i 
—_ Seed, and int every thing; | 
bpPpeaation de eroſs d, we * Fer: in our 
_ Wes, and diſturb all zround us. And as the 
3 deſire of Pleaſure ſeizes ns fo early, fo it ſel 
non quits its hold of us to the ed of our 
lite. Noraretheſe things to be complain d of: 
The only Miſchief lies fe Rere, namely, that the 
__ miifakesiof Pleasure into Which we at firſt fall, 
wWiebdat any wonder or blame, tod often con 
tine with us to the end of our Days, to 
Waat length ſoever they may happen to be ex 
dended! l am not ſayifig, that our Pleaſares, 
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Let. I. Parochial LETTERS. 7 
factions, it often happens, that we ſoon find our 
ſelves much mi ſtaken in them, or elſe we give 
our ſelves up to the enjoyment of them with 
ſo much heat, and violence, that they pre- 
ſently ſurfeit us; or laſtly, we perceive, that 
we are likely to pay a great deal more for them 
than they are worth, out of out. Purſe, our 
Reputation, or our Eaſe. 597 
Mat Fruit can we have of thoſe things, of 
which, if we have any Madeſty, we muſt ſoon 
be aſham'd ? For infanse, in making Sport 
of the 0 ones, the Mzrfortunes, or the 
Virtuèes of others, in ridiculing, or any way 
ſhowing a Contempt of their Endeaucurs to do 
us good, by their Example, or Advice, or any 
other Methods, which they haye Reaſon, and 
Authority to ufe.? What Joy can there be, in 
the end, bf other Injuries done our Neigh- 
bours, as depriving them of the Happineſs of 
a faithful Wedlock, and thereby rend”ring our 
ſelves abhorr d, and ſuſpected by all Virtuous 
Perſons, and ſubjecting our ſelves to the ma- 
ny Dangers, that may follow from a Revenge 
ſo provok'd ? Certainly we can have no pre- 
tence to. good Nature, or good Senſe, if we 
can take Satisfaction in ſuch Things as cannot 
be done without diſgracing the Character, and 
imbittering the Life of others. Beſides, any 
attempt made by us to leſſen Chaſtity, So- 
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is a fair invitation to the World to bring the 
fame Things home to uss. 
What is to be ſaid of them, who give them- 
ſelves up. to Idleneſs, to direct Sloth, or to 
— — | cont1nude N 


briety, or any part of Virtue, in other Places, 
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continual Diverſions ? Say, What is it that 
we can juſtly ſay of either of theſe ſorts of 
Perſons ; but that they expoſe themſelves to 
be deſpis d by all People of true Senſe, and 
make Buſineſs and Seriouſneſs, (which they 
muſt at ſometimes be forc'd to, whether they 
will or not,) give them ten times more Pain 
than they would do, if they were their ordi- 


_ nary practice? 


Need I make any Obſervations on immmodoe- 
rate Drinking? Pain, Sickneſs, and Madneſs, 
are, for a time, common Effects of that Vice; 


and it often leadeth to ſuch further Miſchiefs, 


as our ſobereſt Hours cannot repair. 


Vl. It is fit that I ſhould now, more direct- 


ly, ſhow the way to Pleaſure which Religion 
opens. The Thing, on which we all Value 
our ſelves. moſt, is the uſe of Reaſan. This 
Notion, which is certainly a very right one, 


is often ſeen to break out whether we will or 


not: For, how little Pains ſoever we take a- 
bout it, it may eaſily be obſerv d, that we all 
love to be accounted Wiſe, and that we are 


generally, both aſham'd and angry, when we 


are not thought ſo. Now as Religion obliges 
us to behave our ſelves, in the - ſtricteſt man- 
ner, agreeably to Reaſon, it muſt certainly be 
able to give us the trueſt Pleaſure. It doth 
it, by intitling us to his Favour, who has a 
conſtant Eye over all Things, and diſpoſes of 


them as He pleaſeth ; whoſe Will can never 


be miſguided by Weakneis, or Humour, but 
always followeth the ſtricteſt Rules of perfect 
Wiſdom. By this, you cannot but ſee, that a 
„ e „5 i oo 
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wg Man is bound to be reaſonable in 


Defires, and diſcreet in his Enjoyments ; Cir- 


cumſtances, that lay a Foundation for Plea- 


fure, not eaſy to be ſhaken. 7h 


VII. I fay, in the firſt Place, that the De- 


ſires of a truly Religious Man muſt be ræaſo- 


nable. He will deſire nothing but what is ſo 


to the beſt of his Judgement, and He will al- 
ways ſubmit his, udgment to the Wiſdom of 
God. They that keep their Deſires within 


theſe Rules, cannot be very uneaſy about the 


accompliſhment of them, for they know that, 


their Concerns are in the Hands of an Al. 
mighty Friend, whoſe Wiſdom alſo is as much 
beyond the wiſeſt of Men, as the Heavens are 


big her than the Earth. And, as | have ſaid 
above, a Religious Man muſt be as diſcreet 
ys bis Enjoyments, as reaſonable in his De- 
%%% EIS 455 1333 ; 22 


VIII. This: e will find: ta Ne maehen 


from the Conſideration of his holding every 


thing at the Pleaſure of God; whence, 


will, in every thing, look upon himſelf rather 


as 2 Steward, than a Maſter; and this Re- 
flection will oblige him to apply all things to 


ſuch Purpoſes, as will approve him beſt to his 
Lord, whom he knoweth to be beſt pleas d 
with him, when he endeavoureth to do all the 


good he can in the World; What a Proſpect 
of Succeſs ſuch a Behaviour giveth to our 
Prayers, to the Buſineſs of our Calling, and 
to all our virtuous Undertakings ! But, Dif- 


appointments cannot ſit very heavy on a good 
Man, who muſt be ſenſible that they cannot 
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An, is no leſs plain, than it is, 0 | 
fore to be admit d, and eee k 


. and State, are indeed Things that we cannot 
all pretend to, tho' but few of us perhaps 
would be able to refuſe them, if. they were of- 
fer deus in eameſt, how indifferent ſoever 
our Qualifications for them might happen to 

bbe made. But be that as it will, it is very 

manifeſt, that we deſire to be treated with 
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who are above us, and a ſtately, or feſerywd 5 4 | 
Carriage to thoſe of our own Rank, as well ass 5 | 
te them that are under it. But ſometimes : 
Men endeavour, and ſueceed in their Endea- 
ours to riſe, by a ſtiff or obſtinate Behav» - 
Who Suppoioing, -artd by putting · on the 
Apßeatanee oo! xo CS ridefaenigh i to N E. 
— and Inferiors. Io raiſe our own Cres - 
dit, we likewiſe, too often ſtrive -to under- 
mine, or elſe to overbear others: And becauſe. 
we know not how to ſit down contented vn 
ſuch a portion of Efteem, as is perhaps a great 
Veal larger than we deſerve, we-many times 
graſp ſo eagerly at more, that we loſe. byir | 2 
_ we have already gain d ?: | 
NI. But all uch Miskortunes will be ch 

, if wesgive a due attention to 
de. L ehgion! It is true that we 
mot be al inns in this World, nor yet Fa- 
Wsufixes of the Great; but a truly Reliprous 
Courſe, ſteadily. purſu d, will fix us im his Fa- 
vour who is higher then the Higheft.” Prayer - 
has an immediaie aeeeſs to the ng of Kg, 
f- and He is ahvays both able, and ready to hear, 
er to remember; and to anſwer the Requeſts, of 
0 Bis Faithful dervants, in the manner chat will „ 
be heſt for them 1 l BE | 
The Medeſty and ih Sigrerley; with which © RE | 
trus Religion will oblige us to behave. our FF 44 
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ſelves to all forts of Men, are likely to procure 
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us much greater, and more laſting Reſpect 


from them, than we can reaſonably promiſe 
our ſelves from any other Method. But ſince 
t is certain that theſe Things will approve us 


to God, we need not be much concern'd, if 
our Merits ſhould be unjuſtly treated by the 


World. I believe that T may now proceed to 


what I have to ſay of the Advantages of Re- 
ligion, in the Point of Profit. 1 8 

XII. The force of Profit is generally known: 
Mat ſhall I get by it? is naturally our firſt 
Demand, when any Propoſal is made to us, 


eſpecially if it ſeemeth to require our being 
at any Trouble or Expence. And that Queſti- 


on, rightly underſtood, is a very reaſonable 
one; for to ſpend our Money, or our Labour, 


for that will be of no Advantage, is contrary 


to all Prudence, and therefore it cannot be 
our Duty. But then we ought to conſider, 


that we are too much ſubject to miſuſe this 
Mord Profit : For, unleſs our Pains are abun- 


dantly over-parid, we are ſeldom willing to 


own our ſelves Gamers. By this Humour of o- 
ver- valuing what others have ſrom us, we are 
brought miſerably to under-rate the Service 
which we receive from them. Such unfair 
ways of thinking, produce as unjuſt Dealings, 
which, however we may like to practice to o- 


thers, we do not like to meet with them our 


ſelves. But if we will uſe others in this man- 


ner, we very well may expect to be ſerv d ſo 


by them. To deſire, or labour for more than 
we want, or for Things which we will make 
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no uſe of, when we have them, or at leaſt none 
but an ill one, are Follies as much greater 
than any we behold in Children, as the Sta- 
ture of the moſt well- grown Man exceeds the 
ſize of the ſmalleſt Infant. 
XIII. The evil Suſpicions, the open Quar- 
rels, and Injuries, together with the impoſlibi- 
lity of fully ſatisfying its Deſires, and other 
miſchievous Circumſtances, that are liable to 
attend a reſtleſs purſuit of unneceſſary Riches, 
to which the Notion of Profit is too often 
fooliſhly confin d; I ſay, that theſe Circum- 
ſtances, tollerably confider'd, might eaſily ſet 


us right in this matter, and teach us that both 


the true Notion, and Methods of Gain are to 


to be found in Religion only. There we are 


clearly taught how to obtain his Favour, who 
can give us every Thing. Without the Bleſſ- 
ing of God, neither our Eſtates, our Trades, 
nor any of our Undertakings, can proſper ; 
and with his Bleſſing, we may expect all rea- 
ſonable Succeſs, and a Heart to uſe it, without 
which it would be of no real Value. The Laws 
of God well underſtood, and obſerv'd, make or- 
derly Families, kind and uſeful Neighbours,ifair 
Traders, good Governours, and Subjects; and 
all theſe cannot but make flouriſhing Coun- 
tries. From the Precepts of true Religion, we 
learn, that God muſt be obey d by us, as a Ma- 
155 and as a Fat her. and that all Men are to 
ook on one another as Fellow-Servants, and 
as Brethren ; on both which accounts, we are 


ſtrictly oblig'd to uſe each other well. If we 


negle& the obſervation of theſe Things, we 
TE i | may 
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may 8 on it, that neither the Secrecy, 
nor the Number of our Offences can hide them 


from the Knowledge, or the Remembrance of 


God, who can never want the Juſtice, nor the 


Power neceſſary to give them due Puniſhment, 
at the moſt fit time. | N 


Morldhj Profits are eaſily loſt, by the un- 


faithfulneſs of Men, or by the frailty of 


Things; Knavery, or other ill Accidents may 
quickly ruin the greateſt Eſtates; we are liable 
to loſe our Friends many ways, as by our own 


* 


Careleſsneſs, by ill Practices of others, by 


their own Fickleneſs, or by their Death. All 


theſe Misfortunes may eaſily come upon us; 
and if they fnould come, what can we do, if 


_ we have not ſomething left that may make 


us eaſy in our ſelves, and acceptable to others ? 
Here the aids of Religion are plentiful. ; for a 
ood Man is a Treaſure to all that find him, 


tho he be ſtfipt of all outward Ornaments, 


and Conveniences. And to ſuch a Perſon 
God is a very preſent help in trouble; He will 
mover leave, lum, nor forſake him in this 
Life, nor after it. En 

XIV. But if any of us ſhould be of ſuch a 


- s 


Lemper, as is not to be mov'd by the powerful 
Conſiderations of Pleaſure, : Hmour, and Pro- 


Fit, ſurely ſuch Arguments, as ſhall be found 
deeply to concern our Safety, muſt work up- 


All Men think it proper to make the beſt 


haſte they can, out of preſent Danger; and 
prudent People take ſuch Methods, as they 


think moſt practicable and effectual, to ſecure 


5 themſelves 


Send or re. . r ew td 
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themſelves againſt diſfant ones, eſpecially, if 
they are likely to be very conſiderable; now, 
if we reflect on the Wickedneſs of the World, 
and our own Feebleneſs, on the Purity of 
God, and the Foulneſs of Vice, Religion muſt 
be acknowledg'd to be very Neceſſary to out 
Safety, They muſt have liv'd but a little 
while, or to little purpoſe, who have not ob- 
ſerv'd, how much Mankind either for want of 
Inſtruction, or Thought, are fill'd with Ma- 
lice, Deceit, or unruly Deſires; and that we 
cannot, at any Time have our Eyes on all our 
Concerns at once, nor always upon any of 
them. Tell me then, can any thing be ſo 
much to be practis d, in order to our being 
truly Safe, as our doing that, which is the 
only Thing that can engage the Favour of 
God to us? Without his Permiſſion, nothing 
can hurt any Part of our Subſtance, our Dwell- 
ings, or our Perſons; and all theſe are daily 
and hourly liable to many Dangers, which 
might deſtroy them, were He to withdraw his 


. | a | | 
While we follow ſuch a Courſe of Life, as 
plainly lets Men ſee, Hat our ſettled Princi- 
ples are ſuch as will not ſuFer us willfully to 


hurt any one; but that they oblige us to do 


to all what reaſonable Good we are able ; I 
ſay, while we appear to be of ſuch Principles 
az theſe, as we muſt do, if we are truly Reali- 
gicus, there are ſcarce any of them that can 
be diſpos'd to harm us. But if a Religious 
Man ſhould meet with continual Diſappoint- 
ments in this Life, * may be ſure that Uo . 
5 5B | 91 


16 Parochial LETTERs. Let. I. 


will be largely made up to him in another; 
for the Maker and Fudge of the World can- 
not but do Right. FE . 
Who then can deſcribe the dangers of the 
Wicked, who diſhonour God, and abuſe their 
Fellow Creatures? What well-grounded Aſ- 
ſurance can theſe Perſons have of one Mo- 
ment's Safety 2 How do they certainly know 
that their next Morſe], or at leaſt their next 
act of Riot, or other ſinful Behaviour will not 
deftroy them? It never can be prov'd to them, 
that thoſe, who are Partazys in their Iniqui- 
ties, will not be unfaithful ; nor that there | 
will never come a Time, when the Injuries 
they have done, will be returned upon them. 
When Bad Men lie down, they can have no 
Security that the ud ments of Heaven will 
not come upon them before they riſe. But if 
their Proſperity ſhould be continu'd, without 
any Interruption, to the end of a longer Life | 
than hath ever yet been indulg'd to Man, 
what a dreadful Proſpect have they at the end 
of it ! There is no expreſſing how much their 
Abuſe of ſo many 5 will inflame the 
Reckoning, which God Almighty will, at laſt, 
make with them. 5 5 
XV. Lou have here, my Friends, my Sin- 
cere judgment of the firſt Point on which I 
have undertaken to give you my Thoughts ; 
and the more you conſider them, the more 
Juſt you will find them. I am not afraid of 
my being thought vain for ſpeaking in this 
manner; for, there is no room for attributing 


any thing to one's own Skill, in Points where 
5 7 Truth 
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Truth is ſo eaſy to be found. We muſt be 
very careleſs, or very obſtinate, if we do not 
ſoon. clearly ſee that the Fear of the Lord is 
Wiſdom, and that to depart from Evil 1s Un- 
derſtanding. And yet, for all this, while 
our Weakneſs is ſurrounded with ſuch Temp- 
tations as it is, we cannot be too well remind» 
ed, and confirm'd in theſe Things, This is a 
Truth, which, I know, your own Experience 
muſt have taught you; and therefore I cannot 
doubt that you will accept kindly what hath 
been here ſaid to you, and what you will find 
in my following Letters. 1 am 


Tour very Sincere, 


but Unprofitable Servant 
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Pariſh of Kirkby Moor-Side, &c. | 
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I. TI ſhall ſtill be my Endeavour, Brethren, 
Ito fay nothing to you but what I be- 
lieve; and to deliver my Thoughts as 
clearly as I can. From ſuch a Method of lay- 
ing before you Things of the greateſt Impor- 
tance to your ſelves, it is reaſonable for me 
to hope for your favourable and ſerious At- 
tention. I do not put theſe Papers into your 
Hands, becauſe I think you ſtrangers to what 
they contain ; but becauſe we are all, continu- 
ally attack'd by ſo many ſtrong Temptations, 
that we cannot well be too often, nor too 
plainly, reminded of our Duty, I likewiſe 
hope, that, by this Means, you will be able 
to give your Children and Servants, a more 
regular and uſeful! account of theſe great 
Points, than your Education and Employ- 
ments would otherwiſe allow the generality of 
you to do. Truſting in God for the Succeſs of 
my Undertaking, I now proceed in it. 
II. I have already thown you that a Religi- 
ous Life is abſolutely neceſſary to make » 
b | | _ tru!) 
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. truly Happy. It muſt be ſo; becauſe it is the | 
only Thing by which we can reaſonably ex- | [1 
pect the Favour of God. He, whenever He . | 
pleaſes, is able to advance us to the Highzſt | 
Happineſs; and it is as much in his Power, i 
whenever He {hall think it fit, to reduce us if 
to Extreme Miſery, If then we have any 
Prudence, it muſt let us ſee that we can ne- 
ver do too much to pleaſe Him on whom we 
| ſo abſolutely depend, and if we have any Gra- 
titude, we ſhall never think we have done e- 
nough to pleaſe him, ſince He hath already 
done ſo much for us. If the moſt valuable 
en, kinds of Pleaſure, of Honour, of Profit, and 


OO 


be- of Safety, have any Charms for us, you have 
As ſeen that Religion is the only certain way, I 
y- ſhould have ſaid the only way, to them. 
or- III. But it may be ſaid, that, tho all this 
me be undeniab'y true, there are yet no ſmall 
At- Difficulties to be clear'd ; ſince it may be juſt- 
dur ly demanded, which of the many Religions 
nat that are, or have been in the World, is the 
u- true one. Several of them have prevail'd for 


ns, long Spaces of Tame, and over large Caun- 
00 tries, and have been profeſs'd, and defended 
iſe by Perſons of ſeemingly great Integrity as well 
ble as great Ability; yet, as all theſe Religions 
Ore materially differ Toge Or lef' from ons Ange < 
eat ther, as it is on one Hand, impoſſible that 
y- they ſhould be equally Good, ſo on the other, 
of it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that there is on of 
of them that exceeds the reft ; but ſtill to find 
out which that is, may ſeem to require more 
gi. "Time, judgment, and Sincerity, than moſt 
us 7 | B 3 Men 
”% ts | 


putes that reign amongſt the Profeſſors of the 


_ theſe Difficultizs may ſeem to diſcourage our 


fully ſatisfied, that no Time, nor Labour can 


fectly conſiſtent with our Abilities, and can- 


me, ſuch Miſtakes will be favourably con- 


Fault, excepting when we fall into it, or 
perſiſt in it, through Careleſaneſs or Obſti- 
Aa. | | SE 
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Men appear to be furniſh'd with. Theſe Mzs- 
Fortunes are further unhappily increas d by the 
bitter, and, as it is to be feard, endleſs Diſ- 


{ame Religion. | | 8 
IV. How much ſoever the firſt Sight of 


hopes of a certain Diſcovery of the True Re- 
ligion, the few eaſy Obſervations, which I 
am going to make, will ſupply a very ſuffici- 
ent Anſwer to them. 5 

I freely own, that it doth indeed require 
both Time, and Labour, to know our Duty, 
as well as to perform it; but then I am as 


be requird of us for this purpoſe, but what 
we ſhall be largely repaid by the Gammfumeſs 
of ort Search, 1 muſt add, that God is too 
Wiſe, and too Good, to exact any thing of us 
in this Point, or in any other, that is.not per- 


not be done in the Time that we have to 
ſpare for it, from our other neceſſary Buſineſs | 
and Refreſhments. | 
But when we have done our beſt, may 
there not be ſome Particulars, in which we 
may ſtill happen to be -7faken ? Believe 


fider'd. Errour, without doubt, is at all 
times an Unhappineſs ; but it never can be a 


V. But 


Wn Wn F OY" OP 
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V. But why, my Brethren, ſhould 1 ſay 


any more, about ſearching for the true Reæli- 
gion, to you, who are ſo happy as to have 


been always in the Profeſſion of it ? You have 
no Occaſion, nor are you at Liberty to em- 
brace another Religion, while there is ſo 
great Reaſon for your ſteadineſs in this, in 
which you are already moſt ſolemnly engag d. 
VI. Be aſſur'd that Chriſtianity was deli- 
ver'd to the World by the Command of God; 
and that He hath never ſignified it to be his 
Pleaſure that it ſhonld be laid a/ide. Both 
theſe Points are ſo certain, and ſo eaſy to be 


made out, that I hope it will not be my Un- 


happineſs to miſcarry in my Endeavour to 
prove them to your Satisfaction. 


VII Iaffirm in the firſt Place, that Chrifti- 


anity was deliver'd to the World by the Com- 


mand of God; becauſe all its Doctrines are 
agreeable to Him ; and.the Publication of 
them was attended with ſuch Grcumſtances, 
as could not have attended it had it not been 
made by his direct Appointment. 

That the Do&rines of our Religion are a- 
greeable to God, appears from the joint fit- 
neſs of them to promote i Honour, and our 


| Good. 
VIII. They may be all conſiderd as Duties 


of Belief, or of Practice ; and I ſhall now en- 


deavour to give you as uſeful an account of 
each kind of them, as the extent of this De- 
| ſign will allow. By the Bleſing of God, I 


ſhall all along have a ftri& regard to the Au- 
thority of the 2 "gt the Holy Books of 
| „ - the 


* 
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the Old and New Teſtament; where, and 
where only, the whole revealed Will of God 
is to be unqueſtionably found. 5 
IX. Every Religion muſt be built on the 
Belief of a God; and therefore it muſt be un- 
doubtedly the Foundation of the Be/f. The 


Being of a. God hath always appear'd ſo neceſ- 


fary to the generality of the World, that 
there is ſcarce any Nation which, at one time 
or other, has not been of Opinion that there 
muſt be many; but Cbriſtianity, agreeably ta 


the higheſt Reaſon, teaches that (a) there 7s 


but one God, of whom are all Things: St. 
Paul, in theſe few Words, has, in the plain- 


eſt and juſteſt manner, deſeribd what we Wor- 


ſhip. For the Author and Firſt Cauſe of all 
Things can be but one; and He muſt be look'd 
upon as One every way Perfect. His Fower 
is unbounded, Hi, Niſdom cannot be mea» 
ſard ; and His Goodrefs is endleſs. 

To encourage. Abraham to a proper depen- 


dance on Him, He reveald Himſelf to that 


Patriarch by the Name of (b, God Almiyhty + | 
And the fame is confirm'd to us by theſe | 
Words of Chriſt, (c) My Father is greater 
than all, | | 1 


= He ſo excels in Goodneſs, that to give us 


juſt Thoughts of Him in this. Point, He who 


knows Him beſt hath declar'd to us, that 
(d) there is none Good but Ons, that is, God. 


| (a) 1 Cor. 8. 6. (5 Gen. 17. 1. (c) John 
10. 29. (A) Mat. 19. 17. | | 8 
ä | | t. 


when he tiles him the (e) only se. 
He is every where preſent ; for Hz (F) ſeeth 


in Secret; (g) neither is there any Creature 


that is not, manifeſt in his Sight: But all 


Things are naked, and open unto the Eyes of 
Him with whom we have to do. | 
Nie is ſubject to no decay; and is therefore 
call'd ( The Everlaſting God, and He (i) 
who only hath luimortality. 5 


He is (&) the God who hath made Heaven 


and Earth, and the Sea, and all that in them 


25; and has given to Man ſuch Excellencies, 


and Privileges, above his other earthly Crea- 
tures, that we are ſaid to be made (I, in hrs 
own Image and Likeneſs. It is on this ac- 


count, as well as on another which hereafter 


will deſerve a particular regard, that the Goſ- 


fel delights continually to repreſent Him un- 


der the Name and Character of our Father; 
and to let us ſee in how particular a Manner 
we are under his Care; it affirms (in) the 
 Hairs of our Head to be numbered by him. 
From the Beginning of Things, to all Eterni- 
ty, the only True God, who has been pleas'd 
Himſelf to appoint our Religion, bath, and 
will exerciſe a Government over all his Crea- 


tures, every way agreeable to the great Things 


(e) 1 Tim. 1. 17. (f) Mat. 6.4. (g) Heb. 
4 3 () 113. 40. 28. (6) Trim . 
- (k) Acts 4. 21. (0) Jam. 3. 9. () Luke 
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St. Paul has faid no leſs, of bis Wiſdom, 
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which we diſcover of Him, by the light of our 
ey on, and of his written Mord. | 
EX. From the Belief of a God, which, as I 
have ſaid, is the principal Article of all Reli- 
Sions, I now directly proceed to the firſt Point 
of the Chriſtian Religion, confider'd as ſuch , 
IT mean, (n) Faith toward our Lord Feſus, 
Namely, that He is (o) the Chrift, the Son of 
the Living God. (þ) Te believe in God, be- 
lieve alſo in me, was his own Command, 
when He was upon the Earth. 
| XI. As it is by his Son, that God hath been 
pleas d chiefly to manifeſt Himſelf to his 
Creatures, at leaſt to Men, He is in the 
Scriptures call'd the Word of God; and we 
are, there, expreſsly aſſur d that this Word 
(q) was in the Beginning with God; that He 
was God; that all Things were madeby Him, 
and that without Him there was not any Thing 
made that was made, by a peculiar and un- 
expreſſible Communication of the Divine At- 
_ tributes of the Father He is ftil'd His (r) 
Only Begotten; His (/) Beloved Son, in 
whom He 1s well pleas d. St. Paul aſſerts that | 
(t) Him dwelleth all the fullneſs of the God 
head Bodily : and, in another Place, that (u) 
He 1s the Image of th: Inviſible God, the | 
Frſt Born of every Creatures? For, by Him | 
were all Things created that are in Heaven 


n) Acts 20. 21. (o) John. 6.69. (p) John 
14.1. () John 1. 1, 2, 3. (r) John 1. 18. 
(/) * Mat. 3. 17. (t) Col. 2. 9. (u) Col. x. 
15, 16, 17. 1 | N 5 Y 

| and 
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ur BY and that are in Earth, viſible or invifble, 
whether they be Thrones, or Dominions, o 

I WH Principalities, or Powers : All Things were 

I- created by Him, and fer Him; and He is be- 

nt Wl fore all Things, and by Him all Things con- 

1; WH ff. On theſe accounts, the Son of God is 

is, juſtly to be efteem'd Lord of the Creation: 

of Bat there is another Reaſon of his Domini- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Ce on over Men, and eſpecially over Chriffians ; 
T, I ſhall explain it in the eaſieſt manner that I 
am able. Ott, 
n XII. In the Account which God hath been 
is pleas d to give us of the Creation of the World, 
e we are aſſur d that He review'd (w) every 
'e Thing that he had made, and ſaw that it was 
d very good. As this obliges vs to believe of the 
e reſt of the Creatures, that they were made in 


„ juſt Perfections of their Nature; we muſt not 
4 doubt it of Van, who is expreſsly ſaid to be 
0 form'd æ) in the Image of his Maker. . 
- XIII. Our frft Parents very well knew 
„bow much it was their Duty and their Inte- 
reſt to preſerve themſelves in the Favour of 
t God; and they neither wanted the Knowledge 
ö nor the Power, that was requiſite for it. But 
the perſuaſions of a ()) Rebellous age An- 
2 el, who had indeed ſurprizingly diſguis'd 
Fümſelf, prevail'd with them to do the only 
Thing recorded to be forbidden them. They 
were not puniſh'd with zhmediate Death, as 
they might have expected; but for a laſting, 


(5) Gen. 1. 31. (x) Gen. 1. 27. (9) Sec 
Gen. 3 © | Fon 


\ ; : ” 


dreadful 


r 


12. and Gen. 22. 
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dreadful Monument of God's juſt Diſpleaſure 
tt ſo great an Offence, Misfortunes came up- 


on them, which will be felt by their lateſt 


Poſterity. Difficulties of all kinds were ſoon 
multiplied; the Sweat of their Face became, 
generally, neceſſary to the ſupport of Men's 
Bodies, and greater Labours were requird for 
the welfare of their Souls. For the Enemy, 


the :nalicious, ſubtle and watchful Enemy, 
who had brought us into this unhappy ſtate, 


was careful to take ſuch Advantages of our 
Fall, that (z) Error, and Vice, grew up in 
proportion to the increaſe of Mankind. 

In leſs than two thouſand Vears from the 


beginning of the World, Wickedneſs was come 


to ſuch an height, that (a) excepting eight 


Perſons, all Men were deſtroy d by a Flood 


(5). One of the little Family, that was pre- 
ſerv'd, ſoon began to ſhow himſelf very un- 
worthy of that Favour ; and the Children of 


them all (c) generally abus d, very much, the 


kindneſs that had been ſhown to their Fa- 
thers, | 1 Se 


Jet one of theſe, I mean Abraham, fo dit. 


1 


ſtinguiſhed himſelf 4), by his ready Obedience 


to the Commands of God, and by his fedfaft 


Faith in his Promiſes, that a Branch of his 


Poſterity was. made the wonder of the World, 


and in his Seed, as we ſhall-preſently ſee, all 


the Nations of the Earth are bleſſed. 


1 (2) See Gen. 4. (a) See Gen. 6. 8 
Gen. 9. 22. (c)] See Gen. 11. (An See Gen, 
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Vou know that from Abraham ſprang the 
People of Iſrael, whoſe Hiſtory is almoſt 
made up of a continued relation of Miracles. 
But all the Miracles that God wrought for the 
Iſraelites, and the Improvements of the other 
arts of the World, in the long time and ex- 
perience, which they had for them, were far 
from producing ſuch Amendments as might be 
reaſonably look d for. The Minds of Men 
were fill d with groſs Superſtition, or with 
endleſs Doubts ; or elſe they are buſied about 
Enquiries, or diſcoveries of Things, which, 
in compariſon to our moſt ſolid Good, are of 
zo Value. | 3 
As to their Manners, Cruelty and Debaus 


chery reign d almoſt every where; and in ma- 
ny Pl 


Flaces, inſtead of being forbidden, by their 
Religion, theſe Vices were made neceſſary 
Parts of it. : N ä Wes EL 
XIV. When the World was thus become 
full ripe for a ſecond Deſtruction, the Good - 
neſs off God, which alone could do it, was 
pleas d to ſend the Means of our Saluati- 
on. Before the Foundation of the World, He 
foreſaw the Corruption and Miſery, into 


which we ſhould fall, through the un/feadinefs 


of our firſt Parents, and the active Malicæ 
of the Devil ; God, I fay, at that diſtance, 


with horrour ſaw the exceſs of Wickedneſs in- 


to which the Children of Adam would run; 
but he conſider d with Pity, the deplorable 
Condition in which we ſhould be born. 
The Angels, that ſinn d, and fell, reſiſted 
much greater degrees of Light, and of Strength, 
„ than 
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chan were ever given to us; and Ce) there- 


fore they (7) are undone beyond recovery; but 
the mighty Difference, that there is between 


their Guilt and ours, did not hinder ours 


from being ſo great, that the Wiſdom of God 
Second Perſon in the ever-bleſſed Trinity. 
XV. The only begotten Som of God, who g) 


requir d no leſs a Sacrifice for us, than the 


reſembles. the Father in his Goodneſs 0 
leſs than in his other Divine W. e en did 

rfully ſub- 
mit to be our Redeemer; and, (b) in the full- 


therefore, from the beginning, 


neſs of Time, he took on (i) Him our Na- 


ture with all its inconveniencies, (æ) Sin only 


axcepted, The Bleſſed Virgin, of whom He 


was born, by the Operation of the Holy 4.11 


war in the meaneſt Circumſtances; and his 


whole Life here, was a continu'd Courſe of 


Hardſbips, or of Dangers, that he might the 
better manifeſt to us the Excellency of Holi- 
neſs, and of his Love, and teach us what we 


ought to do in any Trial with which it may 


pleaſe God to exerciſe us. 


to be our Saviour, (m) which is imported in 


(e) See Heb. 2. (/) See jude v. "i (2) see 


Heb. 1. 6, 2, & 3 V. (5) See John 10. from V. 


15. to 19. 2 Cor. 8, 9. and 2 Philip. 2. 6, 7, 8. (i) 


See Mat. 1. 1, (9%. (k) See Heb. 4. 15. (1) Acts 
10.38. (in) See Mat. 1. 112 5 78 
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XVI. He (7) went about doing Good, and | 
gave all deſirable Proofs that he was the 
rift, the anomted of God, and that He was 


. 
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his Name JESUS; for by his bare Word (2) 
He remov'd the moſt incurable Diſeaſes, and 
even rais'd the Dead. © 
_ He taught with theutmoſt Diligence, and Ex- 
actneſs, what God requires to be done by his 
Children, to Him, to Themſelves, and to other 
XVII. When his Hour was come (o), after 


He had undergone numberleſs other Abuſes 


and Torments, from the Wickedneſs of the 
Devil, and of Men, He died the Bitter, and 
Shameful Death of the Croſs, and by it (p) 
He gave His Life a Ranſom for many, that is, 
according to his own inconteſtable Explanati- 
on, (q) that whoſoever believes on. Him, 
ould not periſh, but have Eternal Life. 
t then, this Saving Faith muſt be ſuch x 
one as (7) worketh by Love; which muſt 
ſhow itſelf in our (/) keeping the Command- 
ments of God, and in our * obſerving all. 
Things that He hath enjoin'd, | 


XVIII. () If Chriſt had continued in the 


Grave, Our Faith in him had been vain; 
but as (u) He was deliver d, namely to Death, 
for our Offences, He was rais d __ for our 
Tuftification. For his Ræſurrection is a full 
aſſurance that God hath accepted his Sacrifice 


for Us. | | 


(n) See Mat. 1t. 7. (o) See Mat. 26, and 27. 
Mark 14, and 15. Luke 22, and 23. John 18, and 
19. CP) Mat. 20. 28. (q) John 3. 11. () 
Gal. 5. 6. (/) 1 Cor. 7. 19. * See Mat. 28. 20. () 

1 Cor. 15. 17. (u) Rom. 4. 25. See Mat. 28. 
Mark 16. Luke 24. John 20. e 
| This 
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Ihis ſingle Event, of the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt, is an undeniable Proof of the Truth of 
all his Doctrines; and eſpecially of that which 
. ought never to be out of our Minds, I mean, 
that, at the Time appointed by God, (æ) He 
Hall judge the World in Righteouſneſs, At 
that time, not only they, who ſhall then be 
alive, mall appear before him, but ()) all 
that are in the Graves ſhall hear his Voice, 
and [hall come forth, they that haut done Good, 
unto the Reſurrection of Life, and they that 
have done Evil, unto the Reſurrection f Dam- 
nation; and theſe, the Wicked (z) {ball go 
away into Everlafiing Puniſhment, but the 
Righteous into Life Eternal. 

XIX. (a) When our Saviour had giyen 
all reaſonable Proofs of his Reſurrection to 
thoſe whom He defign'd his Apoſtles, or Meſ- 
ſengers, to all the World, to preach to all 
Nations, the glorious Things which they had 
Beard, and ſeen of Him, and by whoſe Writ- 
ings they are made known to us at this Day; 
I ay, when our Savur had fully convinc'd 
his Apoſtles, that he was indeed riſen from 
the Dead, he declar d and explain d to them 
many Things, of which, through their ſlowneſs 
or prejudices, they were not capable till that 
time. He told them, particularly, that (b) 
all Power was deliver d unto him both in Hea- 
.ven, and in Earth. He was now become our 


(x) Acts 17.31. G0 John "PI 28,29.v. (2) 
Mat. 25.46. (a) See John 20. 19. Luke 24. 36. 
Mat. 28. 19. Mark 16. 15. (6) See . 
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Lord by a New Title; his having created us 
had always given him a right of Dominion 
over us in his Divin? Nature, but now he 
had acquird it in his Human Nature; not 
only as that is wonderfully united to his Di- 
vinity, but becauſe in his Humanity he had 
redeem'd us by his precicus Blood. 

XX. (c) Atthe end of forty Days from the 
Reſurrection of Chriff, during which time, he 
had often convers'd with his Apoſtles, on 
ſuch Points as were neceſſary for their Com- 
fort and Inſtruction, having commanded 
them to make proper Uſes of the great Power 
which they were ſoon to receive, he was, in 
their fight, glortoufly carried up into Hea- 
ven, where, in our Fleth, he poſſeſſes the 
higheſt Glories, and reigneth over that World, 
as well as over this; For He (d) is on the 
right Hand of God, Angels, and Authorities, 
and Powers, being made ſubject unto him. 
XXI. (e) In ten Days after our Bleſſed 
Lord's Aſcenſion, he abundantly perform d his 
laſt Promiſe to his Apoſtles; for, they who 
were alt of the ſame Country, and of an Edu- 
cation anſwerable to the Meanneſs of their 
Birth, and Employments, were, in an in- 
ſtant, enabled to ſpeak many Languages; to 
remember all the Leſſons of their Divine 


Maſter ; to explain, and to inforce (F) them 


in the moſt effectual Manner; to work many 


(e See Acts 6. 1. v. 3. to the 1oth, (C4) 1 Pet? 
3. 22. (e) See Acts 2. v. 1. to v. 12. John 14. 26. 


kinds 


Mark 16. 17. (f) John 16. 13. 


1 


whether it be Good or Bad. 
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kinds f Miracles ; to undertake the greateſt 


Diangers, and Difficulties, without Fgar; and, 
in ſhort, to do every thing neceſſary to fo 


high a Calling. | Z 
XXII. By this, and many other extraordi- 


nary Providences which have ſince been ſhown 
- for the Support f our Religion, in particu- 
lar by what has within theſe two hun- 


dred Years, happen d in theſe Parts of the 
World, and eſpecially in theſe Kingdoms, 


Chriſt hath manifeſted his aœnber-Failing Care 

ol thoſe who be/teve in him, For their Trial, 

or for their Punihment he may ſometimes 

ſeem to abandon them; but his All-ſeeing 

Eye is always over them, tho he be far re- 
mov d out of their fight. 


XXIII. (g) The Heaven muſt indeed re- 
cerve ham till the reſtitution of all things; 
but then he will viſibly (Y) come in the Clouds 
of” Heaven, in his own Glory and in his Fa- 
ther's, aud of the Holy Angels, (i) and eve- 
ry Eye foall-ſee him; () for we muſt all 
then appear before his Jud ment- Scat, that 
every One may receive the Things done in his 
Body, according to that which he hath done, 
Thus, I hope, I have ſaid as much as is 
needful, in this Place of a Chrifttan's behef in 


. ns $44 V > 
XXIV. After the Father, and the Son, 


Cybriſtians have, in all Ages, been taught to 


e | believe 


LES 
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believe in the Holy Ghoſt, and to declare it 


from their entrance into the profeſſion of our 


Holy Religion. This Divine Perſon. is the 


third in the Bleſſed Trinity; and therefore 
we are highly concern d to łknow, and to ac- 
knowledge Him. (1) Teach all Nations, faith 


Chriſt, Baptizing them in the Name of the 


Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy: 
Ghoft.. Ts J SITES ON 


(in Through the Divine Power deriv'd to . | 


Him from the Father, and (n) the Son, this 
Bleſſed Spirit is the Diſpenſer both of the or- 
dinary, and extraordinary Aſſiſtances, which: 


God is pleas'd to give his Servants, for the 
good Conduct of their own Lives, (o) or for 


the Converſion, and Improvement of others; 
and, as ſuch Portions of theſe Aſſiſtances as 
are neceſſary for them, are promis'd to be con- 
tinually given, by him, to all ſincere Chriſti- 
ans; (p) our Body is call'd hit Temple. 
The Prophets, whom God ſo often raid 


| up among the Fews, to deliver to them ſuch 


recepts, and Warning, as were neceſlary 
for their preſent ſtate, and (4g) to foretell to 
them the Time, and the Events of the comp 


of Chrift ; I ſay, thoſe wonderful Perſons per- 


form'd theſe mighty Things by the e 
on M this Divine Spirit: (r) For the Prophe- 


ch came not in old Time by the Will of Man, 


(!) Mat. 28. 19. (m) See John 15. 26. (#n)- 
Gal. 4. 6. compar'd with Rom. 8. 15. (o) See 


Rom. 8.9. and 1 Cor. 12. (p) See 1 Cor. 6. 19. 
(q) See 1 Pet. 1. 10, 11, 12. (r) 2 Pet, 1,21. 
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but Holy Men of God ſpake as they were 
mo ud by the Holy Ghoſt, ©. © 
; _ The happy Guidance of this Faithful and 
* - Wiſe Director, has not been wanting to us 
. Cbriſtians, any more than it was to the Jews. 
For, through the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, 
our Redeemer. was (/) conceiv'd by the 
Bleſſed Virgin Mary; (t He co-operated with 
our Lord in the working of his Miracles 
which, join'd to the Holinzſs of his Life, and 
the Excellency of his Doctrine, were ſo clear 
a Proof of his comme from God, that they who 
were Eye-witneſles of thoſe Things, and yet re- 
fus d to be convinc'd by them, are declar d to 
(uu) have committed an unpardonable Sin. 
It zs thit one and ſelf-ſame Spirit, who 
beſtowd on the Apoſtles, and their Fellow- 
Tabourers, thoſe Gifts, and Graces, by which 
the Go/pel hath been ſpread, and preſerv d, in 
the World, notwithſtanding the unwearied 
_ oppoſition of very Subtle and Powerful Eno- 
mier. Jo conclude this Foint, it is (x) 
through the Impulſe and Direction of the (y) 
Hol) Ghoſt, that the Holy Scriptures. have 
been written; thoſe Books, in which we have 
à clear revelation of all Things, that we ought 
to believe and to do, in order to our being 
XXV. By the Belief which 1 have been en- 
. *deavouring to deſcribe, the Church, that is, 


CL) See Luke . Acts 10. 38. 00 
See Mat. 12. from 24 to 23. Mark 3. 22 to 31. 
(x) See 1 Theſl. 4, 8. 0) See 2 Tim. z. 16, 8 
5 : 4 8 | . i 1 e 


treat in my next Letter, 
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the whole Company of Cbriſtians, which is 


call'd Holy, in regard to its Union with Je- 
ſus Chrift, (z) as its Head, and to its Obliga- 
tion to the practice of all Virtues; and Ca- 
tholic, or univerſal, as it is made up of (a) 
all Nations and ranks of Men; I ſay, it is 
from a ſincere Belief of the Particulars which 
1 have been inſiſting on, that the Holy' Ca- 
tholic Church expects ( the Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, (c) the Reſurrection of the Body, from 
(d) Death, which is the Wages of Sin, and 
then the Gift of God in Chriſt, which is Eter- 
and Life: + oe cg: 135 
(e) Now the God of Hope fill you with all 
oy and Peace in believing, that you may a- 


| bound in Hope through th: Fower of the 


© XXVI. But this is not to be expected, un- 
leſs your Faith be accompanied with a proper 
Behaviour; for St. Paul acquaints us, that 
(F) this ii a faithful ſaying, and, which he 
would have conftantly affirm'd, that they, 
which have. believ'd in God, be careful to 
maintain good Works ; theſe Things, he adds, 
are good and profitable unto Men : By good 

Works, are here meant all the Practical Du- 
ties of our Religion, of which I ſhall begin to 


Jam, &c. 


(.) See Eph 4. 15. (a) See Gal. 3. 28. (4) 


Ads 13. 38. (e) See Rom. 8. 11. 7d) Rom. 6. 
23. (e) Rom. 15.13. (7) Tit. 3. 8, 9. 
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5 TO THE 
Pariſh of Kirꝶby Moor-Side, &c. 


1 1 LX T TER II. | 
1 T HE Practical Duties of Chriſtianity, 


my Brethren, are now to be conſi- 
der d. God ſent not the Prophets, 
the Apoſtles, and his Son into the World, to 
help the Infirmities of our Reaſon in Diſcone- 
ries of Himſelf, and of the Adminiſtration of 
his Kingdom, that he might ſatisfy our Cu- 


 riofity ; but his Deſign in theſe extraordinary 


Favours was to (a) redeem us from all Ini- 
equity, and purifie unto himſelf à peculiar 
Prople zealous of good Works. . 
Reaſon is but of little Uſe to us, if we do 
not underſtand that Virtue is really Beauti- 
ful, and Vice Deform'd. We are qualified to 
judge of nothing, if it be not very plain to 
us that it is far better to be Prous, Juſt, and 
Sober, than to flight and-offend God, to in- 
jure our Neighbour, or by a lawleſs courſe of 
Life to bring Shame, and Miſery on our 


(e) Tit. 2.14, 
| titude, 


: ſelves. We all eaſily fee the Fault of Ingra- 


js 
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titude, and almoſt of every other Crime, in 
others, however we may think fit to indulge 
them in our ſelves, or in our Favourites. 
Now, if our Minds, weak, and corrupt as 
they are, have ſo clear a Diſcernment of the 
excellency of Virtue, and of the foulneſs of 
Vice, in how much greater Degrees, if I may 
uſe the Expreſſion) muſt not theſe Things af- 
fet God? It is impoſſible, that Hz, who is 
perfect Wiſdom, and Purity, thould approve, 
and reward us, but in ſuch Proportions as we 
ſincerely endeavour to reſemble Him. 
II. We find it, therefore, to be a clear 
Doctri ne of Chriſtianity, that He (D will 


render to every Man according to his Deeds : 


To them who by patient continuance in well. 


doing, ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and Im- 
mortality; Eternal Life: But unto them that 
are contentious, and do not obey the Truth, 
but obey Unrightecuſneſs, Indignation, and 
Wrath ; Tribulation and Anguiſh upon every 


| Soul of Man that doth Evil. Our Bleſſed 


Maſter has, in a few Words, taught us what 
is expected from us. (e) Thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and with © 
all thy Soul, and with all thy Mind, and 
with all thy Strength, and thou {halt Iove thy 
Neighbour as thy Self. Such a Love, as is 
Here deſcrib d, muſt be no idle quality; it can» 
not reſt in the admiration of its Objects; but 


(c) Mat. 22. 37. 39. 
it 


(4) Rom. 2, 6, 7. 8, 9. 
Mark 12. 30, Luke 10. 27» 


— 
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it muſt produce all reaſonable Proofs of its 
, oy oe rpelr bar 
III. Let me, now, ſhow you, as far as I 
ſhall be able, in the compaſs of this and the 
two following Letters, what it is that Chriſti- 
anity demands of us, in Conſequence of the 
Loveit injoins us to God, to our Neighbour, 
and to our-ſelves, Ts Z 
| The Name of Lovs is, by the Divine Wiſ- 
dom, given to our whole Duty, on the ac- 
count of the Equity of every thing that is re- 
quir'd of us, and of the Chearfulneſs, with 
which it ought to be perform'd. 1 
IV. If we are to /ov?2 our Neighbour, that 
is, every Man, whether Friend, Stranger, or 
Enemy, as our ſelves, there are not Words to 
be found that can ſufficiently expreſs the De- 
gree in which we ought to /ove God, who has 
all the Titles to our moſt ſincere regard, that 
Excellence, and Kindneſs can poſhbly give. 
For, God is the Author of all Perfections that 
are, or can be, in any other Being. He made 
us, He has redeem'd us, He conti nually pre- 
ſerves us; for it is owing to his Goodneſs a- 
lone that our Follies, and our Sins have not, 
in any Day of our Lives, irrecoverably ruin d 
V. The Proof, we are to give of our Love 
to God is our (d) keeping his Commandments, 
which oblige us to (e) worſhip Him, to ) 
obey Him, and to (g) truſt in Him. When I 


(4 See 1 John 5. 3. (e) See Mat. 4. 10. (7) 
See Mat. 7. 21. (g) See Mat. 6. 25, Cc. 1 
. have 


have a little explain d theſe Particulars, and 


confirm d them, I hope that I ſhall have ſaid as 


mk as will be neceſſary. on this Head of our 
7-2 25515} mne, 

VI. As the literal | meaning of the Word 
War/h1þ is Honour or Reſpect; ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing, every Part of our Duty might be call d 


 the)MWor/brp of God, there being no Duty ow- 


ing from us to God, or to Man, but what is 


requir d of us in Obedience to the Will of 
God, in order to pleaſe him, to do him Ho- 


nour, and to gain us his Favour. But l here 


underſtand the Wor/hip of God, as the Scrip- 


tures do, in the common Senſe of the Expreſ- 
ſion, which Has apply d it to what we call 
Acts ef Devotion, according to the Goſpel: In- 


ſtitution; theſe conlift in Prayer, in Thankſ- 
giving, in the Study off the Scriptures, and 


in the Hef the Sacraments. 123 
VII. As to our Prayers, we muſt be care- 
ful that the Matter of them be ſuch, as, on a 
doe Conſideration, ſhall appear, to our beſt 


Judgment, to be worthy of Gad, and for the 


real Profit of our ſelves, and of all for whom 


we isitereced. We, muſt; in the firſt Place ex- 

preſs: ſuch Senti ments of our Fat her which is 
tu Mauen, as make it mani feſt that we do in 
Earneſt believe that He is able, and inclin d, 
toi grant ſuch of our Requeſts as he knows to 
be truly proper. We muſt defire that He 


clue r, and by all the World, in the moſt per- 
t. Manner in which He ſhall: make us ca pa- 


ay be known, honour'd, and obæyd, by Our- 


ble of performing theſe Duties. Then- we 


4 


ne: CE not 
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155 not only 'may but we ought to Petition fo 
ſuck of the g a ee it World as are in- 
deed neeeſſary to our Voll- being in ãt / As we 
daily end, we muſt never forget to intieat 
for the Pardon. of our Sins; nor to ask for 
ſiuch Supports againſt Temptations as ma 
| Keep us from the miſerable Conſequenees ok 
that Great and . Indignationy wick God 
hath ag ainſt all the Imf — Workers" of 14 
927qu 10 To ho- char al theſe Points muſt 
be the Subject of a (hriſtians Prayers}: Ican 
uſe no better, and therefore I will uſe no o-. 
ther Authority than that perfect Form and 
Pattern of Prayer, which Chi deliver d in 
his () Divine Sermon on ib Moa 
Both Public and Private” Faye moſt be 
a0dreſsd to God in ſuch ( Languages and 
Expreſſions; as are well underſtood by thoſe that 
ue them. Both muſt be preſented with a'Siticere || 
(k) Faith in God, with (1) 'Chavity for all e 
and in the Name' of the (m) One Mediator 
between God and Man, the Man, CHRIST 
FESUS, Both muſt be preſented frequently, 
according. to the Command given tc Griff 
ant, To (n) prhy without cdſiug; —_ 
to pray and not to fuint; yet Na Re- 
petitions muſt not be ud. Our Devotion: 
muſt be ſo order d, that it may plainiy appear 


that God: $: Honour, 1 not our own is in- 
"TLIC 1 24 45% 71407 84 


= See Mat: 629 () See c e 60 
See Jam. 1. 6. Lhe d. 8 6, 17. 14. | 
1 Tim. 2. 521 Jene 1 * 1 3 fi _ "Tens 5. 2 
nk. 00 Nat. 6. 7 9 fo 5 
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tended. by them; and therefore when we Pray 
alone, it muſt be done in (4) ſuch Retire- 
ment, that God only may be privy to it, as 
W is e e in . c bil 
VIII. (r) Every good Git, and every per- 

feet Gift is ee ad ; therefore N 

({.) 1n. every. Thing give Thanks: For Gad s 
gracious Liberalities; for his merciful For- 
ee and for his wholſom Corrections. 

As we hope to be one Day aſſociated with 
. the inhabitants of Heaven, we muſt learn 
here to imitate, in a proper Meaſure, : thoſe 
Excellent; Beings, who (t) reſt not Day and 
NMigbt, ſaying; Holy, Hoh, Holy, Lord God 
Ainigbiy, wluch was, and is, and is to come: 
and, Thu art worthy, - O Lord, to receive 
created all Things; and for thy Pleaſure 
RN 


they are aud were create. 

IX. A conſtant and ſer ious ſtudy of the Holy 
Scriptures, is another-undoubted-'part of the 
Wer /hip, of. God 5. becauſe itſis hy them that 
we come truly to (a) know what we worſhip. 
Itzis there, that (w;) 4bz Divine Powerithath 
grvenunto ut all (Things that pertain unto 
Life and Godlineſs, through the Knowledge 
of him who bath call id us to Glory and Vir. 
tus. Thoſe Divius Books (x) are: able to if 
mole ur Wiſe unto. Salvation in them we | iff 


A) See Mat. 6. 5, 6. &) Jam. 1. „„ | 
2. Theft 5.18. (t) Rev. 4.8. 11. (a3 Jahn 
21 * ( 2 Pet. 4+ 8 (* 2 Tim. 3. Thc: 3 


1 0 (3) bau- 
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15. 9. Iſai. 29. 1 . 


(y3 have Eternal Life! That is, they make 
known to us the Means, whereby we may cer- 
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tainly obtain ; Everlaſting Happineſs. For 
theſe Reaſons we unqueſtionably ought to read, 
and to fearth them with all poſhble Attenti- 


on and Reverence. This is to be underſtood 
of the Oll Teftament, as well as of the Næw: 
For Chniſt' (z) cams not to deſtroy the Law 
or the' Prophets, but to fulfil them; by ac- 
complithing what they prefigur'd” and © fore- 
told of Him; by improving, or, perhaps, 


rather giving a juſt Explanation of ſuch Paſ- 


ſages in them, as they to whom they were 
firſt deliver d, could net bear in their full 
Light; by confirming the whole, and eſpeci- 


ally the Moral Parts of thoſe Sacred Writings, 


the Obligation of which muſt be as laſting as 
the World. 8 WW x 8 : 0 | | 8 1 | 5 ? 5 * \ r 
Ass the Holy Scriptures are of ſuch Conſe- 
quence to all Men, it is evident that they 
-ought to be in the Hands of all, render d 


with the utmoſt fairneſs and exactneſs, into 
the Languages of thoſe who cannot read them 
in their original Tongues, that fo all Men 
may ſee their Duty, and examine whether 
What they hear propos d to them by their 
Teachers is authoriz d by the Word of God; 
ho has faid, (a) lu vain do you Worſhip me, 
teacbiaꝝ far Docfrinet the Commandments of 


? # * k; * 2 
. 3 * . hy, bp, — Far 4 4 4 "= 7 * 1 
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3 Aﬀs 17. 29. (e) See Mat: 28. 19. (d) 
1 Pet, 3. 21. 0 1 
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X. It is impoſſible that any Bodily Sub- 


ſtance, or Figure ſhould expreſs the Likeneſs 


of a Spirit. Moſt Juſtly therefore doth our 


Religion teach us, in particular, that () we 


ought not to think that the Godhead is like un- 


to Gold, or Silver, or Stone, grauen by Art 


and Man's Device. But, as our Religion was 


equally franid for all ſorts of Men, and the 

. preſent weakneſs of our Nature is ſooner af> 

: Feacd by ſenſible Things than by pure Re- 

flection, God has been pleas d fo far to 

conſult our Infirmity, as to appoint. two plain, 

but ſignificant Rztes, to be ſtanding Parts of 

Bis Worship in the Chriſtian Church, I mean, 

The Holy Sacraments of Baptiſm, and the 

| Lord's Supper, Solemn Ceremonies, ordain d 

| by Chrift Himſelf to be lively Inſtances of our 

Duty, and outward and uiſibla Signs of 

great Spiritual Favours, which God will be- 

E e on thoſe who uſe theſe Ordinances in 
the Manner agreeable to his appointment. 

XI. Thus for Baptiſm, by which (c) all Na- 

tions are commanded to be-receiv'd into the 

Profeſſion of Criſtianity. The Solemn waſhing 


of the new admitted Chriſtian with Water, it 


in 
the Name of the Father, and the Son, and of the 


Holy Ghoſt, ſignifies in a very Natural way, 
the away of our Sins, and our Obliga- 
r 


St. Peter, (d) ſaves us ; not the putting away 


e the filth of the Fleſh, but the Anſwer of a 


1 


ict Purity of Life. Baptiſm, ſaith 


G3 F good 
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good Gonſcience towards God, hy ths Neſur- 
rection of Feſus Chriſt. And this Paſſage is 
more clear when it is compar'd with thoſe 

Words of St. Faul, which ſay, That (e) we are 
buried with Him, that is Chriſt, by Baptiſim, 
into Death, that hike as Chrift was raiſed 

up fromthe Dead by the Glory of the Father, 
eben ſo we alſo ſhould walk in nwneſs of Life. 
XII. “ The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
c wag ordain d for a continual remembrance of 
e the Sacrifice of the Death of Chriſt, and of 
„ the Benefits which we receive thereby.” If the 
_Deltverance of the Ifrazlites from the Ty- 
_ .ranny of the Egyptians demanded to be fo 
particularly remember d as was requir d of 
them, our Redemption from everlaſting Bon- 
dae is certainly fit to be made an Object of 
our conſtant and giateful ) ' Remembrance. 
, -Accordinigly/ we are aſſur d by St. Faul ro 
whom it was reveal d by Chriſt, That the Lord 
Jeſut, the fane Nigiit in which be was l. 
tray d, took Brea: Aud when he had given 
Thanks, bz broke it, and ſaid, Taks, Eat; 
this ic my Body which ix broken for you + This 
do in Remembrance of Me. After the: fame 
Supp td, faying, This Cup is the New-/Tefta- 

: ment ow Blood © This Ao 3e, A. aft as e 
drin it, in Remembrance of Me.: As Chri- 
tian, of all Ranks are allow d, nay, obligd 
to partake of this Soleum Feaff, in which we 

ſo properly remember the great Char:ty of our 


$224 (e) Rom. 6. 4. (f) 1 Cor. 11. 23, 24. 257 Eh 
es nn common 
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common Maſter, we ought likewiſe, by this 
Ordinance, to be effectually put in mind of 
the Love which; He has commanded us to 
ſhow to one another, as we are all (g) Farta- 
kers of that ont Bread, and are all made to 
Arink into ons Spirit. it 
XIII. Since the bleſſed Days of Chriſt and 
the Apoſtles; there have not been, perhaps, 
any Times more enlightned than theſe we 
live in; but it does not appear that we can 
arrive to any Maturity upon Earth that will 
juſtify our laying aſide the Uſe of the Sacra- 
ments,” For the Baptiſm of Water was or- 
der'di by ( St. Teter to be adminiſtred to 
Cornaliut and his Fellow-Converts,. who had 
given ſuch Proofs of their being Bapt:z'd with 
the Holy Ghoſt, as none of this Age, or any 
alter chat; gan pretend too. 
41 3 * to _ Sacrament hah 3 
„ St. Paul acqua ints us, That by eating . 
ms Bread, and drinking that Cup, we (2) 
ſhew the Lord's Death till He come; (k) It 
is further to be obſerv'd of this Sacrament, — 
that it was in the moſt frequent Uſe, when 
Spiritual Gifts were the moſt largely pour d 
upon the Church, Let me ſay, once more, 
that this Sacrament was appointed for a con- 
ſtant, ſolemn Remembrance of the Death of 
Cybriſt; and it is an Inſtitution ſo well fitted 
to the Deſign of it, and ſo much to the Ad- 
vantage of thoſe who make a right Uſe of it, 


(80 1 Cor. 10. 17.12, 13. (6) See Acts 19. 7 Wi 
Ec. (i) 1.Cor. 11. 26. (, Acts a. 42. and 20. 7. 
B C4. that. 
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that it is call d (7) the Commninoin of the Bo- 
dy and Blood of Chrift, They, that ſeriouſly 
conſider what I have juſt now remark'd, need 
no other Arguments to perſuade”: them to be 


frequent, humble, and thankful Partakers of 


the Lord's Table. Willful Neglects of this 
Ordinance very much increaſe, but cannot 
excuſe the Guilt of any other Sint; for alt 
the Virtues that are requird of us, would e- 
qually be our Duty, if this Sacrament had 
not been appointed; and the flight of ſo plain 


a Command of God only depri ves us of ſuch 
Aſſiſta nces of his Help, as will make our O. 


bedience to all his Laws Eaſy and Succeſsful. 
XIV. I think it proper for me to ſay ſome- 
thing of other Solsmmitist, which have had a 
part in all Religions; I mean, the Dedicati- 
on of ſome. particular Ferſons, Places and 


Fist to the Ser ice of Gd 2h 11 
XV. To know whether a ſtanding. regular: 


Miniſtry in Holy Things be agreeable'to. the 
IiRitution of the Goſpel, we need only to 
conſider the Uſage of the Churches that were 


0 ni) ſettled by the Apoſt les; and the ( Rules : 
which ſote off ew have left relating to this 


Matter. All Religions had Privfts) Perſons 
particularly appoiited to perform their So- 


lemm Offices ; but the Soleum Offices of other 


Religions, excepting thoſe of the Patriarch. 


een, "and of: the Jowe; ee, 


(1) 1 Cor. 10..16, (m) See Acts 14. 23. and = 
Acts 20. 17, ec. and Rev. 2. and 3 


» 
* 

o C. 
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) See 


1 Tim. c. 3. (o) See Gen. 14. 18. 
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in great . Folltes, Abſurdities and Crimes. 


r 


The chief Employments of the Fewi/h Priefts 
were Ceremonial, But the Miuiſfers of the 
Goſpel, who, from the tender Care they are 


oblig'd to have of the People, are call'd Shep- 


herds, beſides the ſtrict obſervance of their o- 
ther Holy Offices, are commanded to be good 
( Examples to the Flock, in the Innocence 
and Uſefulneſs of their own Lives; (40 to 


preach, to exhort, to reprove, to rebuke with 
all long- ſuſfering and Dorine. The Goſ⸗ 
pe lays ſuch a ſtreſs on theſe Duties of its 


Miniſters, that it inſiſts on them much more 
than on any other ;. ſo dear is the Care of 
Souls to Ap LOT not his own Son for 
the Redemption of them. 0 
XVI. As to the next Point, there is no ex- 


| preſs Command in the New Teſtament, for 


the building of Houſes to the Honour of 


; God's Name. But (r) fince it is his Pleaſure 
that there ſhould be Public W hat Aſem- 


blies, the building of proper Places for that 
purpoſe, with ſuch Coſt and Beauty, as are 
agreeable to the Circumſtances of thoſe Bo- 


dies of Chriſtians that are to reſort to them, 


or to theirs who are willing to be their Bene- 
factors in this reſpect; I ſay, that as it is the 


| Pleaſure of God that Chriffians ſhould pub- 


lickly meet together for his Wor/hip, a De- 


cent and Ornamental Proviſion of Places pro- 


Fe (p) 1 Pet. 5 12.3, and Tit. r. 7, ec. (4) 2 Tim. 


4. 2. (7) See Mat. 18. 20. Heb. 10. 25. compared 
vith Acts 20. 7. 1 Cor. rr. 20. and 14. 8 
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tution of this Weekly 
; poſitive Divine Command: As to the expediene 
cy of it, Iam ſure, I need not uſe any Words 
to make that viſible. 
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r for this purpoſe is not only lawful, but 
i N to be commended ; yet, Care muſt be 
ED in this Point, and in all others to do 


nec contrary to the beautiful Simplicity 


i Top E N i ly fi ſeg ; 
2c or, naturally ſu | 
Rated Times, as well as p, nat for he Per. 


| formance of it; but the Gel leaves the 


en Circumflances of both to the Pru- 
of Chriftian Societies, under the Obh- 


$ gation of this gener al 5 # 7 4 Let alt 


Thing. be done to Edifyi 
| The Ræſurrection 4 Oh if on t) the firſt 
Day of the Week, which is red call'd 
the Lord's Day, hath, from the earlieſt Times, 


with the greateſt Propriety, conſecrated that 


Th to the Solemn publick Service of God ; Trig : 

e Notice taken of that Day by () St. 

(x) St. Faul, and Ste ( \ Luke, make the 2 > 
fe Rival look very like a 


As to what T am now going. to mention, 


the New T7. eftament, i is indeed wholly ſilent: 


But we are aſſur d by very ancient Writers, 
that the Hrſt Chriſtians, even the 4 ofles 


themſelves, were not contented with the 


weekly Publick Commemoration of our Lotd' 8 
Reſurrection; but that they had, yearly, one 


more Solemn than the reſt, as has been ever 


5 ſince i in Uſe, and is ſtill practis d by the great - 


( x Cor. 14 26. (i) See John 20. 1. (#) Rev. 


"4: — 60 : Cor. 16. 2 | 00 Acts 20. 7. 
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reaſonable and becoming, in 


eſt part of us. III ſhort, the appointment of 
erly. Solemmities for commemorating the 


rest Euenm ot the Goſpel, ſuch as che Luar, 
: 27 7 


ion, Birth, Faſſon aud Neſurrection of 
Gbriſt, Hit Afcenſion into Heaven, and tb 


| Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles: 


The Obfervation likewiſe of thoſe: Times, 
V. whom Chrift choſe: for: the frft 


' Planters off the Goſpel, are thought to have 


been ruιντ wp, or to have ſeaPd their Taſti- 
nomy with their Blood. I ſay, tke uſe of ſuch- 
Solemnities: as theſe, is no way contrary to 
the Liberty and Tenor of the Goſpel, but a 


_ wiſePractice, provided it be obſerv'd in ſuch 


a Manner as right Reaſon, not Folly and 


_ Saperſtition ſhall preſcribe. 


What I have fai of Solemn Times for 


the Commemoration of ſuch Events as: all 


Chriſtians are equally' concern d in, is appli- 
cable to ſuch as may be appointed, by Fuft 


Authority, in any particular Country, for 


the celebrating ſpecial Favours of God to 
that People, or for the humbling mae ee 
on any Occaſion which may be Iikewi 

ticular to them. The(z) Days and Months, 
and Times and Tears, which St. Paul con- 
demns the' Obſervation of, are thoſe: which 


were injoin'd by the Fewr/h Coremontal Laws, 
and are abrogated” with that Diſpenſation. 
XVIII. Tho the Worſbip > God as pre- 


its Parts, yet 


ferib'd; or 'ailew'd by the Goſp 


(7.) Gal. 4. 10, 11. 8 
8 | . | N | in 


. A EEO GPUs mmm 
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in vain ſhall we worſhip Him, if we do not al- 
ſo bey Him. Our being ſo often call'd in 
the Holy Scriptures, the Children and the Ser- 
vants of God, is evidently done to put us in 
mind of our Obligations to. perform all his 
Commands. If Man's Obedience to God were 
not indiſpenſably neceſſary, what need had 
there been of the Sacrifice of (a) the Lamb of 
God to take away the Sins, of the NMorid? In 
one Word, the whole Deſign of our Redempti- 
on was, ſo far as our Nature is capable of it, 
to make us perfect, (b) even as our Father” 


which 15 in Heaven, 1s perfect. 


”» 


XIX. The Wor//zp and Obedience of God, 
perform d agreeably to the | Holy Sorrptutres,: 
will make it eaſy and delightful to us to Truf#: 
zn Him For from his frequent Kindneſſes (c) 
to the Unthankful, and to the Evil, we may 
ſafely conclade, with the Apoſtle, that (d) 
ell Things work together fon good to them 
that Jove God ; that is, that at ſuch 
Times, and by ſuch Methods, as. He ſhall ap- 
prove, He will ſhow Himſelf che e ceeding 
great ' Reward of his Faithful Servants. 
Two Paſſages in the New Teftament, which 
I am. going to ſet down, ſhow our Obligation 
to this Duty beyond all Contradi ction. The 
Frſt was pronounc'd by our Bleſſed Maſter; 
the Words are theſe, (e) Are not fue Spar- 
rows ſold for two Farthings, and not one 
of them is forgotten before God ? But even 


(a John. 1. 29. (b) Mat. 5. 48. (e) Luke 6. 


1 


$ * 
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35. (id) Rom. 8. 28. (e) Luke 12.6, 7. 
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et. III. Parochial LET T ERS. 51 
i the very Hairs of your Head are all num- 
3 bered. Fear nat therefore :. yo are of more. 
Value than many Sparrows, In the other, 
St. Tau reaſons on our Redemption in this 
manner: (F) He, faith he, ſpeakingof God, 
that ſpar d not his own Son, but deliver d 
Him up for us all, how ſhall He not with 
Hm alſo freely give us all Things? All 
T Things; That is, all ſuch Things as his Di- 
vine Wiſdom, who cannot miſtake in his 
- Judgment, nor be controll'd in his Power, 
Il think moſt proper for the Circumftances 
in which He at any Time placeth us. - 
XX. I hope I have fatisfied.you-that in dur 
Vati to Gon, the firſt and greateſt of all our Du- 
ties, the Goſpel requires nothing but what is 
moſt Juſt, mot Ng, intirely ſuitable to our 
Nature, and for the Advancement of our 
trueft Intereſt; and I truſt, I ſhall be able to 
make the ſame appear of its Precepts for our 
Behaviour to other Men, and to our ſelves. 
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N I. Oi: Duty to ee Rego 10 a 


i connected to oui Duty to God, that 
they cannot be feparated from each o- 


at; for (Ca) this Commandment haue we 


from him, that he who loveth God, love Bir 
Brother alſo. E 

TE. One of the eat Gloteref we. Fb 
One is his Gaodneſs to his Ceatures, and 
therefore the Command of Chriſt, which St. 
Matthew has expreſs d in theſe Words; (b) 
Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 


which is in Heaven is perfect, ſtands thus in 


St. Luke's Goſpel ; (c) Be ye therefore Merci- 
ful, as your Father alſo is Merciful. The 


| Care which our Bleſſed Lord has taken to in- 


ſtruct us, and the Price he has paid for _ 


W make oy: fulleſt Leſſons, that 


(a) 1 Jotn4.21. 0 Mat. 5: .48. (c) Luke 6. 
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could be given, of the wr of (4) Bog 
on7 Moe bor ar our ft br. 
This Royal Law is i expreſs'd in 
other Words, which are theſe ; (e) whatſozner 
ve would that Men ſhould do to vos, do you 
even ſo to them. Qur Ul-groundsd. Fancies, 
and ungoueru d g Are not here to be our 
Guides: But whatſoever we can, in cool Regs 
ſon, deſire that others fhould'do for vs, in an 
| Caſe that, ought to be the Rule of our deal 
_ Ing with them. 
Fou fee here an intmibeatI Foundation 
for the Juſtice and Charity which all Men 


owe to all Men: (] For this, HE. the 


commit Adultery,'- thou ſhalt not EI, tho 
ſhalt not fteal, thou ſhalt not bear falſe 
_ neſs, thou ſhalt not covet; e e. 155 
any other Commandment, whatever 
_ . 35 be of thi 1 Nature, K. 
rehended in i n name | 
" ther 2 hy-Neig bbour” as «th fel. 5 


III. The pri his of Injuries 1s not 415 | 


juſt Recompence, and every reaſonabla 


pat ford muſt be perform'd; all lawful Con- 


tracts of Service, or of P. , are to be 


punQually fulfill'q. The Needy are to be al- 


fifted according to our Abilities, whether they 
want the aſſiſtance of our Purſe, our Stren 28 
of our Counſel, of o our Reconmundation, 

of our Dryers 5 


41 ot 41 : ö 


13. a. 
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Theſe things are to be done for our Ene- 


© 2nies as well as our Friends, ſince we are ſtrict- 


Iy charg d to (g) love our Enemies, and to do 
00d to them that hate us : In ſhort, every 
* which on the part of Man is neceſſary 
and uſeful, to promote the general good of 
the World, would be affected . a faithful 
practice of that Charity, which the Example 


' and Doctrine of our Maſter have ſo firongly 


11 ot iam ek? 
For this Divine Virtue, which knows no 
Bounds either-of Object, or of Time, in the 


* 


firſt Place, (Y) ſceketh not her own ; that is, 


not to the Prejudice of others; of conſequence, - 
ſhe.envieth not, is not eaſily provoked; is not 
Puffed up; doth not bebave herſelf unſcemly; 

eareth all things ;. hopeth all things; endu- 


reth all things. This Heavenly Virtue utter- 


y forbids all forwardneſs to () avenge our 
elves, and abſolutely requires us, F it be poſ- 
fible, as much. as heth in us, to live peaceably 


with all Men. 


IV. But this extenſive Aeckiom which uu 
ſee commanded by the Goſpel, was not de- 


ſign d to /ooſen, much leſs to wnite the parti- 


cular Bonds of Nature, or of Gil Societies. 


Parents, Husbands, Maſters and Mapi- 


ftrates, have the ſame Intereſt in their Deen. 
4: that they had before: No Authority. of 
. 


periors, nor Privilege of Inferiors requi- 


- lite to the well-being of Families, of King- 


(e) See Mat. 5. 44, cc. (5) Sce 1 Cor. 13. 


() Rom, 12. 19, and > 7 
Ro „ - doms, 
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Let. V. Parocbial LEK TTERS. 55 
aoms, or of any other ſort. of Community, 
that can be Benet for bl Good of x 4 
World-in general, os of any particular part-of 
it; is either deſtroyed, or obſtructed, by the 
Laws of Chriſtianity. The Wiſdom and Fuſs, 
fice of our Lord in obliging us to that com- 
mon Affection with which we ought to be in- 
ſpird by the Conſiderations of our being all 
made of ons Blood, and redeem'd with the 
fame Ranſom, are far from looking like At- 


tempts to ng us from-<the' particular 


Ties of our Brrth, our Situation, or of any o- 
ther lawful Allian e. ö 


V. But theſe Things will be better under⸗ 
ſtood and confirm'd, by the View which I 


propoſe to. take of the Frecepts of the Goſpel, 
relating to the principal Piſtinctions of Men, 


which, I think, I may aſſert to be founded im 
Authority, in Abilities, and in what we call 
en „ ton nay: 


g , VF n 
VI. The kinds of Authority which are na- 


turally firſt to be taken Notice of, are thoſe 


that relate to Familier: For unleſs there be- 


\ 


* — 
pt 


ae 3 hd ” 


good Order there, all other Regulations of So- 


ciety will be to little purpoſe. 


VII. Let us conſider! then the Cate which 
our Holy Religion takes of Famiber,; and be- 


gin with what it makes the Duty of Children 
to their Parents. (x) Children, obey your Pa- 


rents, in the Lord: That is, as his Pleaſure 


and Command require. The Apoſtle imme=- 
| diately adds, For this is right. So right, that 


a (k) Eph. 6. 1, 2, 2 Exod. 20. 12. Deut. . 16. 2 
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very careful to (i) fhow all poſſible Tender neſi 
to their Parent's Infirmities; and contribute 
readily to their Maintenance, if it hall be 


beigen Provoks not your Childrenta 
. ger got they be 4 diſceurqg d;but bring themup» 


as * Paul in the ſame Place ene Ho- 
non thy Father and thy Mother is the feſt 


Commundment with promiſe, that it nay 
well with thee,” and that ien nch irs live dong 


The Hmour Siva Povents i is a reſpeaful 


Attention and Obedience to their Directions, 


when they are not contrary to the know! Plea- 
ſure ef God, and to the Laws the Land; for 
both theſe are the Parent's Superiors, as well 
as the Ghi/4rens. Children muſt likewiſe be 


needful, according to their Abilities. And 
reat Reaſon is there that we ſhould do theſe 
Things for thoſe whom God makes his In 


i n of bringing us into the World, and on 
- whom V tays the Care of ut, in thoſe Years, 
when dur want of Strength, of Nr oj 
and of Experience, makes us ſo incapable and 
unapt, to be uſeful to our ſelves; This Ob- 


ſervation will be abundantly - juſtified: by the: 


Sight which: hw eſti wonder avert Fin of the Fa. 
rents Duty. bt . i; 


VII. Cin) Fathers, ita Panoran Hith the 


the Nurture and Admonition' of of the Lord. 
You ſee; that tho the Frailties, and Faults r 


| Gear. an for a e ee Severe: 
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wh and i often Hot Green, vet both are to 
be xercis'd very difcreetly. Their Capaci 
and Temper are to be conſider d as well as 
the Diſcipline they want. A'Wiſe end Chriſſi 
an Education is to be given them, in the ways 
of ſound Speech; of Gravity and of Mack 
neſs, which are the Spirit of the Goſpel 
Since the well-being of our de 

0 much in this Life, on the ate of the Bo. 
dy, Children are to be fed, cloat#/d, and eve- 
Ty way taken Care of as is moſt conducive to 


their Health, and ſuitable to tlie Parents Rank 


and Subflance; - and when they are grown 
up, they are to be beſtowd and ſettled in the 
World, in ſuch a Manner as appears to be 


moſt for the Glory of God; and for their own 
and their Parent's s mutual Satisfaction. Theſe 


Things are, to me, the plain reſult 6 Ft. 
Huus Doctine, fo agreeable to Natursl Rea- 
fon, That (n) the Children ought not to. 2 =. 

for the Parent, but the Parents for the Chil- 
dren. And what the fame in pr d Writer 
faith-elſewhere of Children, and other Relati» 


out, is, without doubt, moſt ſtrickly true in 


the Caſe of Farents; (0) if any provide not 


Fr bis own, and ſpecially fort thoſe hs bis 
| fon Houſe, 'he hath demed the Fat ang ir 


than an Infidel. HL SIE 
IX Let us now look into oth e 


which is the ſtricteſt Homan Alliance that 


Cod has thought fit to eſtabliſh; and the Laws 
of enen that n o yy A every my 


"op ) 2 Cor. 12. 14 0 I Tim. 5 8 
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Let. IV. Parochial LETTERS. 59 
ried Perſons were well obſerv d. For the () Re- 
verence, and (t) Suhmiſſion, which are requir d 


of the Wife to the Hausband, and his Tender- 


neſs to her, in () nouriſping and cheriſhing 
her as his own Fleſh, will mutually promote, 
and repay each other. No greater Care could 
poſſibly have been taken of the Safety, and of 
the Honour of this State, than we ſee done by 
the Laws of the Goſpel. They pronounce the 
Parties to be (w) one Fleſh ; and, of Conſe. 


- quence, their Intereſts; their Concerns; their 


Pleaſures, muſt be the ſame. They affirm 
that neither 'x) Fornicators, nor Adulterers, 
nor any unclean Perſon ſhall have any Inhe- 
ritance in the Kingdom of Cbriſt, and of God; 
and that ()) whoſoever looks on a Woman (the 

Word might, in this Place, have been more 
properly render d a married Woman) to Tuff 
after her, hath committed Adultery with her 
in his Heart. And the Reaſon of Things 


ſhows the Obligation of this Precept to be as 


ſrong on the Woman's fide. All that I ſha} 


add upon this Matter, is, that we at once ſee 


the Honour, and the ffri Obligations of this 
Condition of Life, in its being made the II. 
luſtration of Chriſt's Union (z) to his Church. 
Xl. The Duties of Maſters, , and Servants, 
are naturally to be confiderd in the next. 
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f 0 See Eph. 5 33, (e) Col. 3. 18. ( 
See ry 5.28.29. (w) Mat. 19. 7 6. (x) Eph, 


2 


5.5: Gal. 5. 19, 2, 27. (7) Mat. 5. 28. ( 
XII. When 


* 


See Eph. g. 22. to the end. 


. tis is certainly the meaning of that Expreſſi- 


60 Parabial L TTERS. Let. IV. 
XII. When the el vras firſt ch 

Servants were. er, for e Pa 

ze in (a) Se. Prter's ft Epiſtle ſeems * 

ticularly deſignd. For 7 Lord declard 

that He came not to be a (h) Judge, or a Di- 


wider mw Men in Temporal Matters; the 


-Laws..of . his Religion made no ch | 

the C ivil 1 Contento, of the Wade 
tho Slaves were not ſet at Liberty by their 
em | of Chriftianity, yet (c) 5 Paul, 


i] ' © with very good Reaſon,” 1 45 en oth 


neglett_ heir Tam: Xe they could obtain 
it lawfully. 
This Ap poflle layeth dean the Bie of all 
Forts of Servants, and of their Mefters, wi 
Bent; e and 41 75 ity. 2 peo dach 
g's. yOUY ers a 
PRE tot 92907 Fi, not. ChE 5 i; ME, 6 
Men: Fleaſert, but in eng lene s of Heart, 


me 


heartily At to the Lord, and not unto. Nen; 
ane that of the Lord. Je hall 12 the 
Reward of the Inheritance > "fr 9 Serve t 
Lord Chrift., But he TI th wrong, 1 
„Feine, Vor the.1 wrong which he be bas a 
uber charges them in particular, not to 5 
5 22 | 0 F defraud. their Mater, in what i is 
| Care, nor.to.retu Et 9 955 
"their Tr er's N and Commands I 


(e) NOS 2. 10. : E413 935 O* ,£xL 7 £14: 8 32 C 
mov II . 


ng God; and whatſaever - ye do, do It 


Es: | Gas See 1 Per. 2. 8, GY Fee Luke. 12. 14. : 60 | 
Eo. 2 1 Cor 7. 21, 22. of Col, 3. 22, 23, 24, 25. 
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n, nt Sam. le aſſures 
G ee that they muſt net behaur 
themſelves with folence, 5 Curelgſaly to 
their Cbriſtian Maſtrri, (g ibecauſe tlicir 
Religion locketh upon them as Brethren; but 
he Ns them ae that this Conſideration 

ought to make them more exact, and more 
— in their ⸗-Serviee, as it ought tn oblige 
their e 10 uſe chem with greater hows 
demeſs. ; "3M rer FT 4 11 «83 33> 

XIII. To Maſters he Cane 0 C ve to jour 


& Servants that which 7s Juſt ond Equal > That 


s, fuch Portions of Food, of Reſt, and of In- 
firubtion, as are requiſite for the welfare of 
their Couli and  Badres. ' Any other Advan- 
tages that are contracted for, maſt not be for- 


gotten;;i forall theſe Things are undouhtedly 


comprehended in the Words Fuft and Equal. 
The Reaſon given. for Maffters uſing their 
Servants well is deliver d indeed in very 


few Words; but they are of the: greateſt 


Strength imaginable ; knowing, faith the A. 
poſtle, hat yr alſo have BING, 75 Es 


ei oft HR 


i XIV. Had Men condiny' 4 in the ee 


ties: belide: Fumiliat would have been H 
tho' they: might / not have been wanting 
many: Pur. for:whith the a? ates" ut 

however! hings woukb have in that ſlate, 
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(f) Tit. 2:9. ( 0 Sce I Tim. 6. 2. (i Col. 
4. 1. . 
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in hib they were created, when" the World - 
came to be Numerous, perhaps other Socie- 


the Neceſſity EA ſtrates. and of. Laws, 
1 
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Lam very ſure, that as they are at preſent, 


GX, ene 
1 i 


is too plain to 11 
For any thing 85 — 80 the. contrary, 


Forms Government, excepting the Fewi/h 


Nation, have been left by God to the Ge- 


nius of. each Country For as in Building 
and ſeveral other Cafes,” the ſame . Merhod 


would not be equally ft to be follow'd in all 


Places, and yet ſome Method muſt be fol 
Jow '& fo it is here 56 1 


The Ambition of Neighbours, 0 or Miſ d. 
magements at Home, have often caus'd great 
alterations of Government in moſt, if not in 


all Parts of the Wonld; and God, who, by 


ways unſearchable to us; knoweth how to 


bring Good out of Evil, and yet leave Men 
to act with the freedom agreeable to their Na- 


ture, has frequently made what was at firſt 
the great Trouble, and Miſery of Nations, 


ts afcerwards' to produce their greateſt Advan- 


Ret 5 tatineyy 


= 9 FE it ar ppears, that a Government ſetthed 
either by Choice, or by Con zft, while it pro- 
tects the general Peace 


Property of the 
Subjects, hich! is the very End and Meaning 


_ of Government, ought to be religiouſly: ſub- 
mitted to, and ſupported ; it is the Langua 


ot common Reaſon, and of Chriſtianity: '( 65 9 
"Render to Ceſar the Things that areiCeſar's, 
was the: expreſs Commiznd of the Hin of 
Trace. His Rs eve d 15 ſame Doc- 
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; <(#) 1 Pet: 2. 13. (1) Rom. x 
Rom, 13. 3: () See v. 4. 
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Arine. (Ex) Submit your ſelves, faith St · 
' Peter, to every Ordinance of Man, or Hu- 
man Conſtitution, that is, every Government, 
under which you live. For the Lord's Sake: 

That is, as God expects and requires, and as 
Chriſt has commanded. In the next Verſe, 
"He farther ſhows the neceſſity of our Subjec-, 
tion to Government, from the Deſign and 
ordinary (effects of it's Inſtitution; The 
Puniſhment of evil Doers, and the Praiſe of 
Them that do well. l 

St. Paul's Doctrine is to the ſame/Purpoſe. 
(1) Let every Soul, faith He, be ſubject to the 
.bigher Powers, for there is no Power but of 


God: The Powers that be, are ordain'd 0 


15a, that is, God, who is the Fountain of all 


Tower, without whom no other Power doth, 


or can ſubſiſt, has confirm'd the Kingdoms 1 
the Earth in their Hands, who, in the Courſe 


of his Providence have obtain d the Poſſeſſion 


of Them. He, who is the God of Peace, and 
not of Confuſion, muſt of Neceſſity approve 
what is neceſſary to the Welfare and Quiet 


. of the World. (m) Rulers are no way 
. Dreadful, but to the Lawleſs; Is there not 


then great Reaſon that they ſhould be reſpec- 


ted and obeyd? They that behave Them- 
ſelves well, are protected, if not encourag'd 
by Them. (n) Orderly Subject: experi 
that their Governours are Miniſters of 
to them for their Good; But as for Them 


ence 


God 
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$18 who refuſe to be obedient to ' wholeſome aws ; 
1 "They : are are arm d with ſufficient Power to 
ZE ' chaftiſe, and-if it be needful, to cut them of. 
== . Tan perſwaded that this is the Senſe of St. 
Paul's Words Above- cited, and of the Paſſages 
which immediately follow 1Em;. 1 0 laid 
down theſe Things, He very adds, 
5 (o 5 8 you rf ft needs be 5 ect, "bt 
only fur Wrath, but for Conſcience abe; 
That is, even * out of Conſcience than 
out of Fear. He proceeds; For (p) this Cauſe, 
that is, out of nſeience as well as Fear, 
ay you Tribute alfo ; That is, 8 
* is legally requir d of Jou for the Sup! 
of the Strength and Dignity of the *Gover 
ewe He concludes this Article i in the pre 
Mariner that can be imagin d. (a) efte 
er, ith He, to all, thatis, to all forts of 6 Lek 
17 — 70 ho are "the ;only _ Perfors Fes! 


io whom . Hino to 19 dy Mnour. "Rin" 
Jon ſee what care the Apoſtle takes to ob- 
ſerve the Advantages 9 Government” to the 
1 which is undoubtedly. the beſt way 
preaching | Submiſſion to it. For except 5 

1 off all Prudence, how can 

refuſe D 600 obe, to (I) bonour, and to ( ) 
. (pray for his Governors, fi nce there is no 


other Prone way ok © our . ; leading, a A 


(o) v. 5 ) See =P ( 40 v. 7. (r) See 
Tit. 3. 155 (86e | Toh: 225 A) G Yo 1 Tin. 
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. neſs and 


Chriſtians are bound to pradtice to the whole 
World, are, in a particular Manner, owing 


their Care; and the Paſſages of Scripture, 
which fo plainly repreſent for what Reaſon 


blig d to look on as Leſſons how they ought to 
uſe it. Chrift (w) is the Prince of, the Kings 
"of the Earth; and He will not fail to de- 


over whom they reign. _ 
_nother Sort of Rulers; Th 


__pyer. Us in the Lord, and admoniſb Us : Who: 
(3). knowing the Terror of the. Lord, are ap- 


ample as their Doctrine. They are to uſe 
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and peaceable Life, eſpecially, not in Gadli- 


lonefty, - 
- Ihe Goſpel, from which the ugs and the 
Judges of the Earth are to learn (u) Wiſ- 
dom, tends every way as much to make Good 
Princes and Magiſtrates, as it doth to make 
good Subjebts, The Fuſtice and Charity that 


* 


from Chriſtian Rulers to thoſe committed to 


Power is given Them, They are certainly o- 


mand as ſtrict an Account of their Behaviour, 
as He will require from the meaneſt of Thoſe 7 
XV. The New Teftament ſpeaks ſtill of a- 

e 


: who: 


pointed to Pperſwads Men, and to fhow ü 
the, way of Salvation, as well by their Ex. 5 


reaſonable Condeſcenſion, (z) to be all Things 


to al Men, that by all Means they may ſave 


: * A , 1 Ev 1 . 
ſame; But yet they muſt, (0 Ipeal not as 
2 ; : 7 . 4 — N : 
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() 1. Cor. 9. 22. (a) 1 Theſ. 2. 4. 
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iT! pleaſing Men, but God, who. trieth our 
VVV 
11 The People. are commanded to (b) know, 
11 that is, to obſerve theſe their Guides, and to 
1 eſteem them very highly in loue for their 

Mork Sake. They arè charg d fo (c) obey them 
ho haue the Rule over Them; and ſubmit 

. elves, for they watch for their Souls, 
_ + a5 they that muſt give Account; That they 
may do it with Foy, and nat with Grief ;. For 
that, as the Apoſtle adds, it unprofitable for 
Tou. They are to contribute what is needful 
for the decent Maintenance of their Paſtors, 
that they may not be interrupted in their Im- 
portant Calling by worldly Cares and Piſtrac- 
tions. What 1s done for them in this Nature 
- 3s bur a fit Recompenſe; for the Spiritual 
things which aye ſown by Them, well deſerve 

that they ſhould reap ſuch a Meaſure of car- 
nal Things; That is to ſay, ſuch of the uſe- 
ful Conveniencies of Life, as are neceſſary to 
their comfortable Subſiſtence. The Reaſon- 
ableneſs of this uſage is allow 'd in other ways 
of life; For, as the 7) Apoſtle takes notice, 
373 3 It was never yet expected from Soldiers, from 
* *Husbandmen, nor from Shepherds, that they 
- |  Fould not inſiſt on being maintain d by 
them in whoſe Service they ſpend their Tims 
And their Strength. Again, as He proceeds 
N to obſerve, in all Religions, the Fewiſh as 


well as the Heatben, They who perform d 
f i 1 1 0 & 8 1 t 8 f 9 2 4 


c r Ther. 5. 13. (c Heb. 13. 17. (i) See 
2 1 Cor. 9. 11. (e ) See 1 Cor. 9. 7. | 
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the Sacred Rites were () partakers with the 
Altar; That is, they had a-ſhare. of the Sa- 
crifices allotted to them. After theſe Reflecti- 
ons, St. Pau] plainly declares, that Euen ſo 
hath the Lord ordain d, that They which 
* the Goſpel, ſhould" live of the Goſ- 


* 


XVI. You very well know, that, as I have 


faid, there are other Diftin&:ons of Men be- 


ſides thoſe which are founded in Authority, 


and in Siibjection; and I hope that I ha ve 


— 


perly reduc'd them to the Names of Abi- 
"<a Endowments, and Fortune; I deſire 
ieee einn 


8 


Of the various extraordinary Gifts be- 


* 


ſtewd on the firſt Chriſtians, there were not 


many often given to the ſame Perſons : But 
they were diſtributed in ſuch Variety and 


Meaſure, as ſeem d beſt to the Spirit f God. 


And we may obferve that his Pronidence: has 
follow d the ſame Method: in diſtributing the 


ordinary " Advantages of the World. For 
Beauty, Health and Strength, Riches, Ho- 
nour and Proſperity, Wit, Knowledge and 


Judgment, do not all of them meet in any 
conſiderable Degree of Perfection, but in 
very few Perſons: Nay there are but few who 
are very eminent in any one of theſe Ad- 


vantage; if we compare them with the 


whole: Number of Mankind. But theſe Cir- 


cumſtances are divided in the World accord- 


ing to the uſe Men make of their Faculties, 


*4f); See v. 13. (g) See 1 Cor. 12. 7, 12. 
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and the over-ralingwildom of Him who work. 
eth all in all. 
Let us hear the ] 1 of the two erbat 


Apoſtles upon this Matter; (5) Who maketh 
thee, ſaith St. Paul, to differ from Another? 
And what haft thou, that thou didſt not re. 
cerve Nom if thou 4 receive it, wh. 22 


tho Glory as if thou badſt not receiv'd it I 


And St. Peter faith; (i) As every Man hath. 
receiv'd the Gift, even ſo Minifter the ſame 


onę to another, as good Stewards of 10% ta- 
\ nifold grace of God. 


"XVII. Such a Behaviour wo be necſſry 


we to thoſe that believe what Chriſtians ough 


believe; i Namely, that 6 Me are ove 
as one of another. By this means, . 
175 bear one another's Buxthens; 


fo 77 1 the, Law of Chrift ; eſpecially in is 


e Part S . it; Thou halt L ove 2 
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30 Bhiehien, : a 
1 H AT there a are . owing from 
us to our ſelves, as well as to God 


and to our Neighbour, is plain from 
the deſire which every one, who is bleſs'd 


Ts 
46 
3 

4a 


z with the Uſe of Reaſon, unavoidably has to 


be happys:: And I am now. to let you-ſee the 


1 Advantages of Chriſtianity in this Point. 


II. It aſſerts that Moſes's. (a) reſpet unts 
tha Recompence of the Reward was a good 

Motive of his Faith; and that (b) the Author, 
and Finiſher of our Faith; the ever - bleſſed. 
Feſus, for the Foy that Was ſet before Him 
andired the Croſs, deſpiſing the Shams. 
It they were 80 lowd to be powerful 
 Gonfiderations: in. the: Performance. of our, 
Duty; God would not have cauſed: ſuch fre- 
quent, and lively Repreſentations to be made 
to. Us. of, the Glorious. State nn 


nd 12. 26. (5) Rh 1 


D 4 * 


70 PardchialE'tETTERSs Let:V.- 
ſigns for the Good, and of the Miſeries pre- 
rd for. incorrigible Sinnners. (c) In "my 
Father's Houſe, faith our Lord, are many 
Manſions; 7 it were not ſo, 1 wou bave 
told Pu; Igo to prepare a Plate for You, 
Again, (d) F he eee ri hall ſhine forth 
, as the Sun in the Kingdom off their Father. 
But He aflures us that % Wicked (e) hall go 
away into everlaſiing Puniſhment ; Whichis 
repreſented ſometimes by Outer Darkneſs, 
Where ſhall he weeping and gnaſbing of 
\ Teeth; at others it is call'd the being ( ** 
Into the Lake of Fire which is the ſecond 
Death; (g) The Smoke of their Torment, is 
ſkid, to aſcend up for ever and ever ; | *( b): 
C Their Worm 2 not, and their Fire is not 
ceenched,. 
© Theſe Richer and Te errors of the Lord are 
for no other Reaſon diſplay d to us, as they 
are, but to work upon bur Hopes- or Fears,” 55 
5 according to the Life we leads To love our: 
ſetves is thei e allowable; but to qe 
mour our ſelves," to the Neglect of God, td 
tlie ea of our Neig bbour, or to the” 
judice of our own ſolid Intereſt, I ſay, 8 
1 a Behaviour no more deſerves to be calld 
our ſelves, than the obſtinate Deſſtes 
of or Children of any Thing, which thoſe whom 


they have Reaſon to believe aſſare tent that) 
. 770 t 


(e ohn. 14. 2. Mat. 13. 4, Of e Mar, 
20> oF *; Rev. CK 14. 71 Rer 22 16 | 
(>) Mark 9. 43: | 
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it will certainly do them great miſchief, de- 
ſerve to be calld manly and wiſe Inclina- 

Ons. EA? oo pies . ; 5 80 TS 
"NL. Before I make any particular. enquiry. 
into what the Goſpe/ ſhows us to be our Duty 
to our Seluss, it will be proper to obſerve, 
how it is that it would have us look on our 
Selues; what the Condition and Character is 
which doth, or ought to belong, to every one 
of us. by the deſign, and benefit of our Holy 
Religion. e 


® »% ”» 


A was fram d to bring us out of the Dark- 


neſs of Ignorance and Error, (i) which cover d 
the World before the coming of Chriſt, into 


the marvellous Light of God. For they who 


ſincerely believe in Chriſt, have Power (K) 
giuen them to become the Children of God; 


: to, be (I renew d in the Spirit of their 


Him who created Them. (n) As many as 


are baptiſed into Chrift, are ſaid to put on 


Cbriſt; to belong to him in ſo particular a 
Manner, as to be called His (o) Members, 
They are accordingly ſuppoſed to have (59 
cruciſied to themſelves the Fleſh with it. 


 Feftions and Lufts, that is, to be dead to it's 


ſinful. Deſires; at leaſt to any great, or 
akin compliance with ern 57 
V-For being to W the Likeneſs of 


ton, as well as of his 


Ci) See x Pet. 2.9, (0) See Jobn 1. 124 


. (1) Eph. 4 23. (m) Col. 3. 10. J Gal. 3. 27. 


(s) See 1 Cor. 6. N. (p) Gal. x; 24. 4 Rom, 6.5, 
AR > D5 .  _ —»2⸗ 
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ments and of haviour as the World K 


Glorious 255 according to the — 
15555 EE is 1. even to, 7 bdue all TOs 
a 10 Ee. 5 


Favs vſcapod the Corruption whit * 1 the 
Mord thraugh Luft. Since therefore we look 
8 for ſuch things as tele, what _ ** Nr. 
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Death, it is our preſent. Duty to walk in 


Newnef' of 'Life ; in ſuch a Purity of Senti⸗ 


very little of before the coming of 


Szviour. Through Him, (r) God why ee 


Bis, hath promiſed us Eternal Life; (i) that 
where Chriſt, our Head, ir, there We, © We 


continue is true Members, may de alſd. 


And the anqueſtionable Fruth of theſe Divin& 
Promiſes is expected to affect us in ſome De- 


oſſeſſion of them. k is for this Reaſon that 
Poul affim d to che Pizh = dew Aung 1 
our Converſation, or our Hens is in 
om. >, 9 Ei o we mor . Seine, 
»s Chr 6 
wh Fad, ee it may th Ine fafhioned'li 


N eee in ſuch a Manner, as if we were it» 


(i) Grit hack not died for our Offences 


to encourage us to multiply tbem For we | 


are (x) not called to erkenne, but to- 


Holineſs, to (3) Glory, and to Vi fritz, to Þ+ 


Partakert of the Dipins Nature, e * . 
' (2) Unweariednefs in Well-dozr 2 


| 7 Tit. 5 Se he * 
; OA $ 95 21. 0 03 7 15 125 
*) 1 The 5 2 Pet. 2 ; 
fx) 68.6.9." 175 8 BY 


28 God is, o* in 
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oug ht we to be in all Hol Converſation 
— th: i. Hiving theſe Promiſes, dearly 
ned, ef ut cleanſe our ſelves from all 
"both * of Fleſh and 5 pirit, Perfect. 
1 neſs in the Fear of God. 

The Value: of our Souls” is to be very 
often ſeriou y confider'd ; for they are Spirits, 
At: — eſfibly- OY him. 
4 riy e of Reaſon, - are 
Shale of Mierning, ger et 95 95 to 
9 between Trut 2 Falfhood, between 

d and Evil; and therefore it muſt be our 
principal Care that they always (a) abbor that 


_ which is evil, and cleave to that which is 
Sees they: will continue and he ſenſible for 


; but fem this ſhort Life, their Condition: 


| Ade Mixture of r- {s and Mi- 
N as it is here, 


but either all Happineſs, or 
| « and that State, ; whichſoever of the 
650 it ſhall be, will be n kane 
throughout all Eternity. 

Our dp re for the next Lifs is theres 
fore juſtly ftiled by: our Saviour, the ( ons 

thing nesdful; for certainly we can have no 
Concern equal to this, nor like it. The Condi- 
tion oFthe Rleſſad is expreſſed by their (c reighe; 
ing with God; by which nothing can be meant, 


: * 2 1 *Enjoyment of his Happineſs an 


Lord aſfures us that (4) They, that 
8 'be accounted worthy to obtain that World. 
and the Reſurreftiog from the Dead, 8 be: | 


0 Rom. 12. 9. 0 Luke 10 COP tw 


| Ber, 5. 10. (4) Luke 20. 355 36. 5 


* 
b 
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as the Angels of God; freed from every Cir- 
cumſtance which attends our preſent: Imper- 
fection. But we can never reaſonably hope to 
be accounted - worthy. to obtain that World, | 
unleſs we earneſtly: endeavour here, to make 
all the Progreſs we are able, in the (e) Wiſdom | 
which is from above; and is ff pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, 
Full of Mercy and good Fruits, without: Par- 
tialitg, and without Hypocriſy. , They, are the 
(f) Pure in Heart, who ſeriouſly deſire and 
4, endeavour after an ward and real Holineſs 
who are promiſed to be bleſſed with the Sight 

God. The Joys of his Kingdom are none of 
them of a (g) hurtful, periſhing, or, unſtable. 
Nature ; wy ſhould teach us how to propor- 
tion our Value for the things of this. L, 
which are made for the Trial of. our Vartugy. 
or for the Convenience of our preſent State, 
and are not deſign d for our Laſting Happtr: 
W.. But tho we ought to look on the things 


Eternal as our firft, and greateft Canceru, 


get, while we are placed here, we: ate not to. 
neglect the ching, that are Tamporol... We, 
muſt know, and improve, as far as it is in our 
Power, all the Talents that God hath com- 
mitted to us for the well-being. of our ſelves, 
and others, in this World. Thoſe kinds of 
Knowledge, Arts, and Buſineſs, that are moſt. 
agreeable to our Capacity, our Inclination, 


()) Jam. 3. 17. ) Nut. 3. 8. 
(t See 1 Cor. 7. 37. 1 
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and our other circumſt ancet, muſt be purſued | 

by us, in ſuch Meaſures as. may be proper for j 
our Maintenance, and may honeſtly and uſe-. 
fully contribute to the afin of our 

a and . | | 

A;Paflage in St. Paul, 8 ur Trunk; 
tion ſtands thus, (b). But we all with open: 
ace, he holding as in a Glaſs the Glory of 
EPS are changed into the ſame Image. 
Fam Glory t Glory, .cven as. by the Spirit af 
the Lord; I 921 this Falage might . been 
ven more exactly, had. it. been render thus; 

5 Bar we all, with our Face uncover 4; that is, 
not veil'd- "Like: : Moſes, of whom the 22 | 
had been f peal 7 juſt before, reflect; 

laſs ihe f the. Lord, are chan 4, "we. 

| a whether Sn Word, on w ich the 
difference of theſe ranſlations. chiefly. turns; 
be here A 6 Seer ng to its ordinary Force. 
in that ge, or whether Tau has 
made uſe + = a different 8 as our 
and other Tranſlators Ra jadged him to do, 
the Scope, and Doctrine of this whole Paſſa 2 
will be the ſame. The Diſcoveries of the 
vine Terfectiont that are made to us, — — 
cially in the Perſons, and Doctrine of 'Chrift | 
and the Apoſtles, are 8 to move us to 
imitate Go * 8 in his Goodneſs, and 

Holineſs. For we — 1p ſelves expreſsly 

enjoined to (i) follow nt 0 with all Men, an 
Holineſs, without * no Man e 5 the 


36575 ; 


< 2 Cor. ili. 18. nc) Heb. 12. 14. alias 


2» 


be roy do, we mift-do 


Po made en our dad 
ee e e, . 
J ang”, 0 no leſs diſh, 1 25 


— 2% He 15 Keen 15. 15, 177 118 
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ff. The Obſervations Fog 


in a great Meaſur 
E dee r Je age 2 
re particular to the Boch. It 
aints us that pur ( Bodies ar 12 15 

TA God; that he who” deffles <7 
gal! God e len da 'dy 71 
whenſoever we tranſpreſs the L 
which is done as often ne ſe 


WII. The L the Els h avi 


For our (Þ) Bodtes are the Membbrt U 
Ghrift; | JT Forms, mA Rb nic | 


7 i o 


Cor. 10. 4 (n) 
1 2 we 7, MTN of Fir 1 5 : 


£ . 


Le Partial Linn TH 


Members of Chrift, and make them the Meme. 
bers of an Harlot? God forbid. He goes on 
to confirm this juſt Expoſtulation, Mat] know 


wot that "he which 17 4 fo ax Ee FE 


2 one" Body? For Two (ſaith he) hail be ons: 
Fial: But be that is jor wnto the Lord 
one Spirit. The Apoſtles Dodrine is che 
at our Union with Chriſt, intended by the. 
rofeſſion of his Re#gion, as truly obligeth us; 
w/the Tie HET lug as im. 
ire Society of the Perſons, — 2 "ſpoken of, 
or porat — "OE: e fn. fay, into the 
Corruption of their Adil 

tery, Formcation; and 4 41 kinds of Unchran-- : 
neſs, are of the Number of thoſe- 4 F - 
feſt Works of the Fleſh, of which it 5 aid in 
more than one place of the Scripture, that 
1 4 G. ee e the: 

„1 fe 

„ The Hind Puniſtinetit"is treakti64 te, 
L 0 Surfeiting and Drunkennefs ; FI theſe 


Ices OVer-C a us, and iro ws of the: 


9 ptr Life, as well as of the next... 
5 e continue 718 ches Vieoare look d 


on as! Of) Enemies of the Crofs of Chrift'; 

End it Deftr ber, 5 7 God'is their. 
Leih, aud whiſs Glo bene. | 
XN. The (t) Gee nt of 0 Tags ür 
not be forgotten; ſince on it the right fe Wenn? 
of « our Courſe. of. Life as much depends, as the 


(9) See. 5. 19, Kc. (* e 34.7 
O Philip. 3. 18, 19. (#) See Jam, 3. 3, 


een 
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he Tongue among /t-owur | 
bat it defileth the wholg Body, and ſetteth on 
Fra the Gour 


a 
uemoſt Abharrence, (x) Filthineſs, | Fooliſh 


S: of &. 2 


tion. Our Converſation muſt be (z) ſeaſon's 
with Salt, that it may minifter Grace unto the 
Hearert. The Apoſtle means that our Diſ- 
courſe muſt be ſuch, that they. who converſe 
with us may, bs the better fer ih by the doe. 
provement, at leaſt by the uſeful and innocent 
Entertainment, which they find in our Com- 
pany. But was there a juſt Regard ſhown to 


the Declaration of Crit, that we tall (a) give, 


N. 
S 
8 
* 
Terasse ess esse. 


(u) Jam. "RN 26. (Y Sce Mark To, 29% Kc. 1 
(x). Eph. 5. 4 0) See Verſe 18, 19. 
( Col. 4. 6. Eph. 4. 29. (a) Mat: 12. 36,37, at 


0 —2 — 44. ea AG 
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an "Account, in the Day of judgment, of -#ve> 
ry idle Mord that we ſhall peak. And that 
by our Words we (hall be juſtified, and hy our 
Words we ſhall be condemned, all hard Speeches | 
1 and qu aiuſt on: another, all thoſe | 
wheel Diſputations which proceed from our 
Forbes, and: Foffions; all evil: Communications - 
which corrupt good Manners, would very 
ſoon reaſe from amongſt us.. 
XI. In ſhort we (U) muſt yield af our. 
Members Servants of | Righteouſneſs, unto: 
Holineſs; and not f Uncleanneſs.'and Ini- | 
quity unto iniquity. If our (c) ye our Hand. 
or ou, Foot, dend us, that is t ſay, if they 
bring us into danger of it, they muſt he cut: 
f, and caſt from us, it being beiter, as 
Chriſt aſſures us, That ſome: of our Members 
/hauld per iſb, than that our whole Body ſhqu!d. 
s caſt into Hall. When Bodily: Diſtemper; 
turns to a Mortification ſettled ĩimany pant that 
cafl be ſeparated without the Deſtuction of 
the whole, we readily yield to laſe the cor 
rupted Mamber, in order to preſerve. the 
that our Saviaur alludes in the places juſt now 
referr d to; but his Meaning is not that the 
offentling Member ſhould be literally dæſtra d; 
but that we ſhould - keep them from all unt 
lawful: Employments, whatever Violence it: 
may do to our Inclinations. As for inſtances; 


(5) See Rom. 6. 19. (e Ser Mat. 25. 29, 30. 


r (d) He 


: (d) Hs that has ftole, mu al no more, not if 
he ſhould be in the eee for he muſt 
rather labour, working with has. Hands the 
thing that it good, that is, in ſome honeſt, 
ä becoming Employment, that he may. haue to. 
f to him that: needeth, to him namely, who 
Is ee g of rn e for his own Sub- 


1 5 By the Luſt-of the E . 
gal John's Epiſtles where it ſtands diſtin- 


from the Euſt of the Fleſh, and the 
- tended”; 4 Vice of which .our Lord has, in 
great Kindneſs cemmanded us to (2) beware: 


For, as he is at the ſame time pleas'd to aſſure 
us; 'a Man's Lif, e 'conſiſteth not in the Abun-. 


dance of the things which be poſſeſſeth. This 


s moſt true, both in . — 


of our Life, and to the Happine it. For 
they —.—.— r to naß 4 Bt no for 


, and wie Ends, but barely for 
the Poſſe 2 extravagantiy waſte 
their Lab and: their Dime the: Vexation: 
of not gaining fo much, nor ſo. faſt, as they 


what they have already gain d, their frequent 


Uneaſineſs when others obtain any Advantage: 
of Profit, which they expected, or defir'd: for- 


themſelves; all cheſe Circumflances; Vſay, very 
much hinder their making true Friends here, 


bh See pb. 4 28. % Luke 12: 15, 23. 
6 1 12, 32, KC, and- Mat. 18. [Ker 
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of Li N principally in- 


wiſh, Gr cemyra err Apprehenifions of Tofing 


5 n. for, themſ ves. f) __ 5 a 


*s 


4 - a we © > os 


G en _ a Aa Ky a. wo on one Hoo 


er ed BY n+ 


8 


fike all that we have, whenſdever 


— ——— * 


Let: we Paiebiatts TITER 8. i of 


ma nat "old, Treaſs Upes in Maven, "which 


neither Ruſt can corript, nor Thieves. can 
ſteal. Such a (g) Love, is: plainhy the root of: 


all Evil, as it expoſcth, them whom it p 
ſeſſeth, do be unreaſonable in the Profits op 
their Calling, to be. cruel to their o Houſe, 
to be-falſe to their Friend, to their Country, 
and to their Religion, | 


How difficult do not the Xeon make it. 


for them to ſubmit to the Providence, and to 


the written Laws of God? To be (5) content 


with having Food and Raiment; (i] not T0 

take thought for the Morrow, to be 

to diſtribute, willing. to communicate, to (I) for- 
the $ Service 

of God ſhall require, are Leſſons which” the 


cannot Bear, ;and much. Teſs can they 1 | 


the mn. ith Patience. © 

XII. The unlawful Paſſions of Men fe 
me 75 bir Life, befide (nete a 
Ind thd e which are particularly call d | 
Appetites 


th here it certainly e "Unreaſons 


alle Conceits of the Merit of our Abi. ties 
and Actions, and ** the Value. of am Ad. 
vantage enjoyed by ws ; And likewiſe a bat 
s that may be taken By us 10 galn, or to 
bs erve the Sub! 2 the Eee and the 
mY b of Men, or: they whoſe e . 


* Tim. 6. 10. (5 See ie . bY 
Tat. 34 p 1 Tim. 6, 1. 
get „%ö ʒ· -TV 
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Ef ready | 


our Religion expreſs, 4 
| by the Name o the Fr: £ Pi. is 
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i 


| yay, but as he mig 
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1 eaſily dazzled. with earthly 


* 4 


continual Danger of being Unfaithful to the 
Cauſe of Truth, whenſoever it ſhall be 
frowned on by the World; which, alas, is 


always more or leſs. the Caſe of it. But if 


the Folly and Mifery, which are the Fruits of 


Pride, were ſeriouſly conſiderd, the Hiſdom 


of our Lord in forbidding this Vice, would 


appear in very great Glory; hecauſe if Men 


practiſed the Hurniity and the e 


| Which the Reaſon of things, and the Example, 


t well as the Doctrine of Chriſt and his 


© Apoſtles, ſo powerfully preach, to us, no one 


could. deſire. to be great or eminent in any 


7 


be might be able to d more good 
by it. And the Rule of our Admiration of 


of - their Aion, on the plein 


tow: Creatures, and of dheir being tber. 


| a3 * 
. VI I Ly C8. 4 nh . * * ; „ 
A 00/1 they: give of their Tenderneſs fer their 


„uch a Care as we are hound to take to keep 


.our ſelves from Pride, would hinder our affec- 


Furniture, our Dreſs, or in any Part of our 
By our lawful Income, and reaſonably. juſti- 
Hed by our Rank in the World. To conclude 
this Point; It is ſufficiently ſeen in this Werld,, 
and it will he much more plain to us in the 
next, that what Chrift ſo often aſſerted, is . 
* Re that 


way of living, that cannot well be U- ava 13 


Splendor, are in 
N 


Others would then be form'd, not on got 
Saucceſs or Reputation in the, World, which. | 
| | are often ſuffer d to happen to the moſt unde- 

_ » ſerving, but en the goodneſs of their Da- 


57 24 „„ 
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. that, (m) mo oe, wespran dar, ty /ha 
2 


be abaſed; and He that humbleth himſelt, 
"RAPE BARE. Coo OO 
XIV. The view, My Brethren, which I 
have been able to give. you; of the Doctrines 
| 1 the Goſpel, will ſatisfy you, as I am per- 
_Iwaded, that there is no miſtake in What 1 
Hirſt aſſerted of Religion, which, as you te- 
member, was, that there is nothing ſo much 
or our good in Point of Pleaſure; of Hon- 
dur, of Profit, and of Safety. And there- 
-fore I hope that my undertaking will be uſe- 
ful to confirm your preſent good Reſolutions 
and Endeavours, to (n) adorn the Doctrins of 
God our Saviour in all Things, For as the 
Anpoſtle proceeds in that Place from whence 1 
haye taken theſe laſt Words, The grace of 
God that bringeth Salvation, hath appear d 
to all Men; teaching us, that denying Un- 
. godlinefs, and -worldly Luſts, we ſhould live 
Taber „ righteouſly,. and godly in this pre- | 
Jent World ;. looking Far the bleſſed Hope, and .- 
he Glorious . Appearing of the great God, |} 
and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt; Who gave 1 
Himſelf for us, that He might redeem us 
N and purifie unto Himſelf 
a peculiar Feople, zealous of good Works. ' a 
Ihe Excellence and Harmony of the 
Doctrines of the Old and New Teftament, - 
their viſible joint Tendency to promote the 


1 . 9 * ** ä LU 2 its. oft ä 3 22 1 


Sec td ed 


Honour of God, and our preſent and Eternal | n 
(n) Luke 14. 11. (2) Tit. 2. 10, 11, Ge. = 


Happineſt 


receive the 
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rr ſhow that they came from 


But, as I have ſald, the fr obne ien, 
them were accompanied with other Gircums 
ances, Which it cannot be juſtly imagin'd 
"tat they would have been attended with, 
Wo, were not Divine Revelations. And 


55 Ty be the Buſineſs of my next Letter'to 


e you a more diflin& Account, than I have 

yet done, of ſome of the moft Important of 
25 Greumſtancer. 

n the mean time, I muſt let you know, 

"that there is a Means of. your 8 ati act ion to 


be uſed by your Sri, without which, all 


that, I could fay would be to little Purpoſe: It 


is a ſincere Deſire and | Endeavour to do 
what you ſhall underſtand to be the Will of 
our Heavenly Father. From ſuch a Te * 5 1 


d Behaviour you, with Road ood Reaſon, ma 
1 —— to experience ortable Promiſe of 
dur Saviour, that (o) 3 Fahy Man will do His 
will, be. ſhall know of the Doctrine, bet ber 


1 be of God, That God will 2 (8 in 


every good Mord and Work, that, you may be 
found blame 7 Blog in the Day of Cbriſt, , And 


then own d by 25 as his Brethren, ſhall be 


| Yen, the moſt Ri N of Jour, un» 


whats fo 
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rg" Eee "a whos the 4u7- 
„ © thar-of. our Holy Rehgion, as] h 
my Brethren, the account which 
e given you of it's Doctrines, will be 
| - fatisfaQory and uſeful to You. Not that I 
b retend to have ſlomn them in their fall 
Strength and Beauty nd None but the 
fir omnſpir'd Preachers. of a Have been 
capable of chat; and by the Mercy of: God, 
we have ſome of their undoubjed: 3 
n du Hant; from whence; ds, yu I ſee, it 
has been my endeavour. to depeelſent to you | 
| theſe Divine Truths | | 
II. The upright and aſe Lives of thoſe 
3 \oxcdllend Pegſans owns an :admijable Recom- 
_ | -mendation:of their Sermon, They Jeaunid 
| their Doctrine from the Lord himfælf; and 
confirin di iti toi thoſe that heaid- them, (a) 


"God dlſo beæariug them Witneſs with divers 


Tu (0 See Heb. 3, 4. 1 
Wis © | Miracles 


| Led, ebend 8 | 


2 


ſent. And when they had taught much 
and largely rov'd the Truth of their Com- 
het eir Maſter had done, they ſeald 


* 5 


PER 


* e As. Let. f 


Miracles, and gift. the Holy Ghoſt. That 
Spirit of T — into all Truth, into 
all the Tuc that they were 8 d to know, 


and commanded to Publiſh. Hes (b) gave 


them a Mouth, and Wiſdom, which all their 


f. 1 aries were not able to gainſay, nor re- | 


hey could not Silence 8 nor pu 


| the ake any juſt Exception to their Pr 
7 85 fo: ce a 1 7 809 


Spirit ; They did many of the mighty Works 


which their Mafter had done, and ſome | 


More; as for Example, their ſpeaking in an 
<Thftanit, without any Inſtruction but what they 


thad immediately from Heaven, the Langu- 


: ages of the many Nations to which the ey were 
Ple, 


miſſion, as t 
: their Teſtimony to it with their Blood; they 


dan e abe S ee e 
« great! Truths. whey they had rep a 
. Maintain'd. vo 1. oy 


III. Theſe 3 with the Holineſs of the 
LV of Cbriſt, the Monders which He did, 
and that related to Him, are. thoſe Circum- 


: ances attending the / firſt Publication of the 
- Goſpel, which, as I have, ſaid, would not 


have attended it, had it not been a Neve lati- 
on rom God. * — 2414 I 11 BATS 198 14. 1 
For the De@rins, the! Virtues, the Mi- 


ana} of: Chrift, and. of his e are 


(5) See Luke 21. 15. 
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ſuch ſtrong proof of their Commiſion from 
Heauen, that no reaſonable; Perſon, to whom 
they are known; can juſtly refuſe. to ſubmit to 


Them. If Chriſtianity be an Brror, it is 


ſuch a one as muſt effectually ſeduce thoſe the 
moſt, who are the greateſt Lovers of Virtue 
and Truth: And therefore to imagine that 


it would have been ſuffer d to have k ſuch pre- 
vailing Recommendations if it were a falſe 


Religion, is to ſuppoſe a thing / plainly con- 
tradictory to the demonſtrable Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs G. 

IV. If Chrift is not the Son of God, He 


| moſt have been an: Enthuſiaſt, or an Impoftor; | 
He: muſt have deceived Himſelf," or have en- 


er to decetwe Other: 
That our Lord was no Enthuſtaft, abs 


He, — not think Himſelf to he any thing 
which He really was not, appears from hence : 
The whole Courſe of his Life was perfectly 


regulate and wiſe, bighly tending to the 
Banefitiof. Mankind. Bs neither ſaid, nor 
did, any thing. inconſiſtent with Himſelf, or 
right Reaſon; nor indeed any thing but- what 
(c) Moſes and tbe Prophets, had long before 
ſaid ſbould come. He freely converſed with 
Men, nor was there any Singularity ſeen in 


his Bebaviour, but ſuch as rer from 


perfect Wiſdom and Innocence. + 
VI. His:D:ſcourſe was grave, and inftroc- 
tive, and always adapted to the Capacity of 


t to whom it was ez e when 


1 TAE f 
© See As 0 22 © pL As 4 5 
| his 
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his diſcernment ef the Hearts: of Men, 
or their Abuſes of what they already knew, 
or for the Aniucerity of their Addreſſes to him 
for farther Directions, diſpoſed him, as it did 
at ſome time, to deliver himſelf with ſome 
Ob ſcurity. I am here ſpeaking of his Farables; 
_ which contain admirable Inſtructions, as we 
clearly ſee,” by his own Explanation of ſome 
of them, and by the Application of —— 
the reſt areevidently-capable, + - . 
This way of mm was much us +4 in 
thoſe Times and Parts of the World, in which 
our Lord livd upon Earth; and perhaps it 
was often affecte as much to diſplay che In- 
genuity of the Maſter, as to try the Parts or 
the Application of the Scholar. But Chrift's 
nſe of P Parables was not for theſe Pur wy 
but for the Reaſons that were before enen 
he has (d) expreſſy aſſured us. 
If any other Part of his Diſcourſe was oc 
ſeure; it BOO owing to the Nature af the Sub- 
jeRt. He t6' whom the (e) Spirit Porn not 
given by Meaſure, (f\ who came down. from 
: Five muſt of ' neceſſity ſay many things not 
eaſily comprehended, nor reli d by igno- 
rant or corrupt Men; when be thought fit 
to ſpeak of the things which H had ſeen 
with his Father, by whom He was ſo belov'd 


that He (2) 1 him all things that He 2 


 bimſelf ny,” a n r re bs Le 
bikewiſe. STEP 

(4) See Mat. 13. 13, 90 compare a Mark 
4: from 11, to 26, (e) See John 3.34. 9 See 
v. . C y”_ 7 20 and 194 | 1285 
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Trlis removing the moſt dangerous and (5 
isxveterate Diftempers, by barely peaking the 
Word, or by the (z) Impoſition of his Hand, 
1 His (E) Power over the Elements, over Death, 
F, and over thoſe () Evil Spirits which were 
permitted to take a ſurpriſing Poſſeſſion of the 
Minds and Bodies of © unhappy Men; His 
frequent (n) diſcloſures of the Secrets of 
Nen t Hearts, and his exattneſs in (o) fore- 
telling the greateſt Events; 1 ay, all theſe 
J _ things, added to the perfect Excellence of his 
| Life and Doctrine, which muſt be always 
| kept in View; are ſubſtantial Proofs that or 
Lords Aﬀertion, that He (p) came from God, 
and was ſent by Him, was not the effe& of a 
Vain Imagination of a diforderd Mind. 
WS © VIE The Miracles of Chrift effectually = 
K clear him from any juſt Impeachment of 
Counterfeit, as well as they free Him, entire- 
iy from any reaſonable Suſpicion of Enthuſi- 
aufm. But before I make this Uſe of them 
T'defire leave to remark ſome Particulars of 
his Behaviour and Character, as I did on the 
Point which I have juſt done examining. 
Were He an Impoſtor, He muſt have been 
mov d to it by ſome corrupt Paſſion ; It muſt 


) See John 5. to v. 10. (i) See Luke 13. 11, Ge. 

1 (1) Marte 4. 1d” and Matt. 14. 24» Ce. John 2. G. 

868%. (1) john 11, G. (m) Mat. 8. 28. 

tc. and Mat. 17. 14, Ge. (n) John 13. 18, 

; Sec. and Luke 9. J. (0) See Mat. 24, and 

3 Luke 18. 31, c. (2) See John 15. 28, and 
: chap. 8. 29. T 3 EET 


„ein EA have 


SFT 


Hin|ſelf into the. Favour of the great Men a- 
uong the Jews; nor did He, on the other 
hand, under ming them with the Fepple, It's 
true that Ele freely cenſured their Mishehavi: 
our: But when He did: it with the; greateft 
Severity, it was in thoſe places, where they 
were preſent, or where there muſt neceſſarily 


have been thoſe, who would not fail ſpon to 


For He (4). ſpake openly. to 1 a 
ever taught in the Smagogue, and in the 


Temple, where the Jews always reſorted, and 


In ſecret. He ſaid nothing ; that is, there was 
nothing in bis private Diſcourſes of a differ- 


ent Tendency from what He pronounced in 


* Publick. | 


Sis „ 1 * 
They whom He. principally employ'd were 


Men of plain Senſe; but no way qualified by 
their Parts, any more than by their Fortune 
or their Education, to be concern in ſo 


artful a Deſign as Chriftianity muſt be if it is 
a Falſehood. Theſe Perſons were not enticed. 


bou ht nor threatned into the Service of 


Chriſt; but they freely came into it, on no 


other Compulſion but the Evidence of his 


Holineſs; Wiſdom and Miracles, of which 


they were Eye-Witneſſes. They could not te- 


fiſt a Conviction which ſo well confirm'd the 


Previous Teſtimonies of Him, which they had 


* n 5 g 8 \ 
(q) John 18. 20. 


er 


* 


have proceeded from his having tog great a 
for dneſs fon worldly Power, Honour, Riches or 
_ Pleaſure. He never went about to in/inuate 


>” 


F 


receivd |þ 


| 
| 
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God by an audible Veice from Heaven had 
own'd Him for hi, beloved Son, in whom He 
was well pleaſed; which He cauſed to be im- 
mediately follow'd by the deſcent of a Vi- 
fible Glory on Him, which powerſully de- 


elar d the Preſence of his Spirit with Him. 


Whenſoever theſe Diſciples ſhowed, or enter- 


tain d any hopes of human Greatneſs, their 


Maſter inſtantly: (s) reproved them, (t) ac- 
quainting them with his own and their future 


Suffering s, and aſſuring them that their Re- : 


ward was not to be in this World. Ft 
So much did our Lord decline any thing 


chat look d like Ci - Authority, that He 


would not interpoſe in a (u). Famnly di ffer- 


ence about their Fatrimony, though He was 


much ſollicited to do ir. Hie made no other 


uſe of that Application, but to take Occaſion 
from it to gi ve the Party from whom it came, 


and others who were preſent, excellent a Inſtruc · 
tions coneerning the Danger of an mode: 
, of) OO HED TO TED. 


cibly have put Him at their Head, in order 
to declare for Him as their King, and theſe 


1 „ 


u F , have been join d by many 


more, ſo reſtleſs were the Jews at that ti 


0 ) See Mat. 18. 1. Ge. 


(t) See Mat. 20. 
20. (. (e) See Luke 12. 13, & (x) Sce 


$ 
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receiv'd from John the Baptiſt, to whom (7) 
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retired from them, and ſoon after, when He 
met with ſome of the ſame Number, He made 
a Diſcourſe to them, by which they were 
throughly convinced that He would accept no. 
earthly. Splendor. „ e 

Some of the Jews, in our Saviour s time, 
ſeemed to have no other Objection again 

__ owning Him for the NMeſtar or Chriſt, but a 
Maiftake in the (y) place of his Birth. This: 
difficulty was an eaſy one to have removed; 
yet He neither did it Himſei, nor order d it 


tobe gage by others. 3H tg ome Boy, 
VIII. No, criminal Indulgence of ſenſual 
Pleaſure. ever. diſcovered it ſelf in our Lord; 
for his whole Life was the greateſt /poſſible In- 
2 ſtance of Purity. 7 i Tea! 
ng, and his open Converſation with (a Perſons: 

of ill Fame, are no good Objections againſt 
what 1 ſay. For , this. /aft Circu niſt aucs He 
has himſelf accounted beyond any reaſonable 
exception; and, his Conduct ſeems to me very 
eaſy to be cleared in the former Toin. 

_ .. Had our Lord attempted. to convert Vater 
into Wine, and Fail d in it; this would have 
given great room to have queſtioned: his So: 
 briety ;- But his Sueceſs in this. Airacſe ſhows. 


that He perfectly knew what Hs: was daingn 


and there are no juſt Grounds to ſuppoſe. chat 
o did any thing in it which msbecame. 
him. The. Hiſtory. of this Miracle gives no 

see John 7. 47, Ge. (x) See John 2. 

1 () See Mat. 9. 10, G. 


. 


Let. III! Parochial/ LE TTERSH 93 


Inti mation of it s being abuſed by any of thoſe 
who were favoured with it; and if it had, no 
Cenſure ought to fall on our Redeemer for its 
His furniſhing Wine in the Circumſtances re- 
lated'- by the Bvangeliſt, is no more worthy 


of Blame; tban it is a fair Reproach to the 
Providence of his heavenly Father, that He has 


given ſuch Qualities to the Fruzt of the Vine, 
as he could not but foreſee would be ſubject 
to the greateſt Abuſſa | | 

- Notwithſtanding the hold Cavils of un- 
reaſonable! Men, () Wiſdom is juſtified of her 
Ghildren. They who are endowed with the 


highe/t Wiſdom, and are the moſt careful not 


to depart from her Laws, often ſee it proper 
to do many things, which thoſe. who beho/d 
them, or who know them by report, find it- 


hard to credit or to account for; not that 


they can diſprove the poſſibility of theſe Ac- 


3 becauſe they are not let into the 
e 


aſpn. of them; but the part which will he 
always taken by Perſons of trus fudę nient 
in theſe Caſes, is, that they will not dub = 


lieus ſuch Facts, when they have good Evi- 


dence of them, nor leſſen their reſpea for the 


doe of. them, when cher recolle&t the other. 
dear proofs they have had of their Worth and 


the Dignity o tbeir Character. 
Daily. Experience ſhows the Uſe. of this 


k * 


Obſervation in a great variety of other Caſes 


as well as in theſe, to which I deſire here that 

it may be particularly applied. 85 
ͤ ³ 
eie 


— 


-3q 


IX. The Nature of bis M rracles, and the 
Circumſtances with which they were per- 


Formed, do both of them ſhow thar they” were 
no Impoſitions on the World. ier 


The giving in a Moment, by ſuch Methods 
as Hs us d; Sight to the Blind, Speech to the 


Dumb, and Life to the Dead, are things that 
very much exceed any knewn or imag inabls 
art of Man. The laſt of _ raiſing the 


Dead, appears far beyond the Power of any 
other Bein , unleſs immediately aſſiſted 

God Himſelf; and that God ſhould give ſuch | 
Aſſiſtances to a Deceiver, is a Thought chat 


cannot be ſuffered. 


But all the Kinds of Miractes which 1 tvs 
mentioned here or any where elſe; were ſe- 
veral times done by Chriſt. He never doe 
attempted [hem without immediate Succef 
and they were performed in Publick, as well 
as in Private ; as well in the ſight of Enemies ee 

e. 


ok Friends; ſo that if they were only Pe- 
tences, there were Numbers ready to have 


given Information; and their Diſcoveries 
would have mer with all ef irable eee 


5 geen 


At the Tide ur his Death; the Derpundene pondeney 
and Fright of the Apoſtles was fo great; th 


they . freely have detected #4 "Erautts; 


had he been guilty of any: This would efpe- 
cially have been done by one of them ho 


betrayed Him, and by en, W Anda 


Him. . . > 5] 0 4 
X. I might well have inſiſted « on the ein f 


ar * e * thoſe which ac- 
| computed 


- pane Fs his (@) Birth, as likewiſe on the 


more publick Tokens of God's Approbation 


ol him: that were ſhown when He was on the 


Croſi; but 1 haſte to his Reſurrection, the 


* 


5 Miracle: on which our (H) Faith is chiefly. foun- 
ded, and which our Redeemer always made 


the Teſt of his. Divine Miſſion, 


XI. This thing was not done in a 8 


but at Jeruſalem, and in the Bars of the 
Paſſover, | when a. very great Part of the 


Fun: Nation was there aflembled. 
: From the time of | bis. Burial. his Body 


Mas Te the Hands of his (d) Enennes, | who | 


ſecured it with all the Caution that was 


| thou t Neceſſary. 
141 The, Light of abe Moon, chen but jaſt, paſt 


By fall, „and the Multitudes which muſt, at 
that time be continually paſſing ſo near the 
ty, made{it as impracticable in the Night as 


in the Day; for his a to have remov- 


ed his, Body out of the Grave, if their Force 
or their Intereſt had been powerful enough 


to have ſurpriſæd, or carriiftad the long 


Guard placed about it. 


Bot on 6" oj Morning of the third. Day, 


his Keepers were much 55 aſtoniſhed; almoſt 


to Death. This was occaſioned. by the Pre- 


ſence of an Angel, whoſe Gruntenance was 
as Lig btning, who came and rolled back thz 


TRE CBI CS 


33 


Mat. 27. 62, G. (e) See Mat. 28. 
5 e upon 


 Ston from the Door of the - Sepulchre, and ſat 
4 75 (63 see Cas, 15. 17. 
(0) See John 4. 18. Mat. 12. 39 40. IM Sce 
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8 e it; at the ſame time there was a great 
i Earthquake or Tempeſt, and many other 
Graves were opened, and diſbloſed their 
Dead. Butthole Perſons were now no longer 
in that Condition; for they wet into the' Ho- 
City, and appeared to many: Such were 
the immediate Effects of our. Lord's Vittory. 
Ihe Angel, whom. I have juſt now men- 
tioned, declared the Reſurectiom of Chriſt to 
ſome pious Nomen, whe came to have % re- 
peated the Embalming of his Body, they car- 
' ried the joyful News to his (g Apo les, WhO 
gave no Credit to it: Yet two of them came 
immediately and examin d the Sepulchre, and 
found his Grave-Cloaths lying in an order, 
in which they would not- have been left if 
his Body had been removed by fteuitb. 
This Day the Blaſſed Feſus ſhowed bim-. 
ſelf five Times: Firſt to (50 Mary Magda 8 
len, who owned him not, till ſhe was entire- 
ly ſatisfied that it was He whom ſhe ſaw and 
heard. N e after to ſome of 
the (2) other Women, who came up witli him. | 
from Galilee. Then to ( Simon, that 6, 


* 


"od * 


* 


S.t. Peter. Then to (Y) twu other Diſciples, per- 
5 haps of the Seventy, in their way to Em maus, 


2. Village at 4 little Diſtance from Jeruſa- 


) See Luke 24. 1, Gc. (g) See John 20. 
3 1, Cc. () See John 20. 15, & c. compared with 
1 Merk 16.9. 00) See Mat. 28. 9. (i) Sce | 
| Luke 24. 34 compared with Cor 15. 7 (i) See 


* 


Duke 24. 13, & c. | 


=. 
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been, and in the Evening to Ten of the Afoftles 
0 met. together. 
65 Eight Days after our. Lord gave ſtill 
. more demonſftratioe Proofs” of his Reſurrec- 
5 tion to St. Thomas, in the Sight of his Fel- 
£ low Diſci les. All the Unreal Demands 
: of this Man's Diffidence were complied with, 
to his full Satisfaction. He. was permitted 
. carefully to view, and to handle the Wounds 
— made an gar 2 Maſter's. Hands, .and in 
ö his Side By the Nails that had faſten d Him 
. to the Croſs, and by the Spear with which He 
had been pierced; and which had put the re. 
I alt of his Death on of all Doubt. 
— Galle, as it is probable, and oth ps 
| ; 2 tlie ſame Ame that Thomas received his 
conviction of dur Lord's Neſurrection, our 
Reterrirer was feen after his riſing from 
. | we Dead, by above 0 1 gy Jus Hundred at 
2 once. 


= Again, He ſhowell! himſelf to ( 0) ſeven-of 
Bai Diſciples, from one of whom we have the 

relation” of this and of moſt- of the other 
Artichlars, wich I have mentioned con- 

I} cerni this wonderful and glorious Event. 

At ſome other time after his Reſurrect ion, 

5 42 Lord was particularly ſeen of Cy) James, 

= prohbably.that holy Perſon of this Nzme, who _ 

ef vin e over the Church 


, bon gomgraten 


- 2669 See John 20. 2, Ger. (i) Sec Mar, 
n ; 2B; 16, Ec. compared with; 1 645 15. 6. 000 0 
'Y am Joka 21. „ . sse 1 Cor. 15. . 
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At the End of (9) forty Days, after our 
Saviour had given his ſolemn Benediction to 
eleven of te Apoſtles, before their Eyes, a 
Cloud took him up into the Air, whence, He 
directly paſſed into Heaven, as they were im- 
mediately aſſured by two Angels, fear on 2 ; 
poſe to declare it to them. 

Ten Days after, theſe holy e. receĩv- 
ed the (r) Gift of . z and fi uch other 
extraordinary AfſRances from 5 7 that 
(s) with png 175571 aue they ige 22 the 
Re tre inf Chr 4 

or one of their 125 cle, I of . 
were (t examined before the act Council 
of the Jews; who found themſelves, obliged 
to own the reality. of it, {vas thereupan; to. 
difmiſs theſe Perſons by whom. cle 320 
dently pens. gh is very ob Ra "at 
they nei W nor any other . — 
charged theſe, or — or the Diſciples to their 
Face, with boning, conveyed away the Body 
of their Maſter; nor did they ten the 
Match, which they would moſt certainly have 
done, had they ſuſpected them to have been 
corrupted by any of the Followers 15 Chriſt, 
or careleſsly to have ( ſlept, while — 


| were upon Duty and on ſo extraordinary an 


Occaſion. To ſay that He was by Force. taken 
out of their Hands, is Ws e never . 
tended to. dt 
. See Acts 1. 1, hea] to 12. 7); See 452. | 
(s) Chap. 4.33 7) See cha 2 
0 See Mat. 48. iT, 5 255 5 on * "+ # 
| Theſe 
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. Theſe/Circumſtances unexceptionably prove 


that Cbriſt is indeed riſen, as He ſaid, and 


(*) powerfully declared to be the Son 
of God. The conſequence of this can be no 
other, than that the Religion delivered by 
him muſt be Divine. 

XII. Nothing can be Laid again the Sas 
viour 2 0 25 tare ior thary Was reaſon, 4 


kur ten, and _ 6 i 8 _ 
our Faith in him. But theſe and all the 
Books of the New Tefament, were written 
by the Apoſtles, whoſe Character has been a 
ready eſtabliſhed; by other langs olf 
like Firtue, well, {ava | oy 
ed by them in che Minifrys\- the, A+ 
E. ne juſtly reckon 3 St. ES perſonally 
Ghreft, after his Aſcenſion, ima 
a by The extraordinary Gifts, 
ny Sufferings, and indeed the nk Cha- 
of this excellent Man, after his Con- 

2 on, before which 122 9 as! much pre- 
_ judicd againſt out, Holy. Religion, as any "os 
Mfibly, can be, ſhow. that, He came not be- 


in di the Ee of. the Apo 5 — 4 2 1 * 


Books of this — Kal theſe; Holy 

WEE were publiſhed in their "own Times, 
200 "mo themſelves; nor did the-moſt ſubtle 
icious of their Adverſaries offer to 


Aen. or deny them to per em 


* BY Py "I 755 Os * Bent 7 13 7 7 8 
- ();See- Rom *. 6% 09 See Au 5 
23, A Sc. | 


they 
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: 25 able 'to to refute any" thing they con N 
ne 
Nothing can be produced: out of theſsWii- 
tings; that is in itſelf irreconciteable to Truth; 
nor to the Times, Situation, or any other 
Circumftance of thoſe whom we have fo 3 ena 
reaſon to believe the Authors of them. They 
have om: from che fo 5 us fs 2 e 5 
Succeſſion, from the rofefſors of ouy Re- 
Mion; Who received ea they came 8 
now their Authority, with the fame afp 
that we do at this Day e 
$1: 1 do jt ve; th ant ce entire ge, 


hey ga en er 

— iſt — 7 ks of . and on th t 
account they might as well have reje i the: 
whole' feng ce as they did the O12 Tefta vent 
* ly  comrary ye ne extravagant : 

ain, 1 freely own that che Authority We 
the [Book 1 Revelations, che E Nee to 
be Hebrews, and thoſe known by che Name 
of the Catholick' or general Epiſt len was 00 
for a very conſiderable time, 0. eniverſally a. 
greed in among the purer Chriſtiam, as that 
of che other Seri ene of the New TePament... 
ut it is nom above Thirteen Hundred Tears. 
ſince theſe Doubts have ceaſed; nor can any 
ching be inferred from their ſubſifiing fo long 
as they did, but the extreme Caution of w 
_— "for which | they n bert 


— 
* 1 + 
s ; 


able wariety of Roadings.”- This is noth 
but what muſt happen from the Nature of 
«thing, except an wunnecofary. Miracle, 
been wrought to prevent it; I fay a _— 
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much commended in a Caſe of ſo great Mo- 
ment.. 1 
XIII. More Cipies and:Tranlations have- 
been made of the ſaored Volumes than were 
ever done of any other Books now or at any 
time in being; and this under the watchful Eye 
of Providence, which may here be reaſonably- 
ſuppoſed concemed, hath been a Means of 
keeping the Seriptures from any general md-. 
terial Corruption. © We may be certain that 
hore: is none in any Point Weceſſ ary. ws. 
to underſtand. | 
In che al moſſ mbelets Written and Bir- 
od Editions of the Bible, in its original 
Fongues, andthe many Languages into which 
it has been Tranſtated, there is a — 


neceſſary Miracle, becauſe by What I have. 
been able to obſerve” or hear, of che differ 

inge of the Bible, hey: do 24 
"ſuch a kind, as dught to Fr 


rt be c 


I Foy Truth of our, Relinion Apes i i the - 
Jud ment of any "uniprejudiced. Perſon © of A 


"Underſtanding RED BEES 4 . 
XIV. F might enlarge on theſe and ther 
Arguments for our Religion; as the plentiful” 


E n f miraculous Gifts on great . 


ben of the firſt Chriſtians. The ſurprizin 
Erxcellency of — Lives and Deaths T "4 
| Iyvvalency off _— pel, in little more than 
the — of. Three undred n over the 
greateſt 


'  Fulfilled.. 
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moneſt Pact of the then known World, a- 
inſt the ſuongeſt Force, Intereft and Pre- 


. hy oy without any, of theſe Helps on it's 


I might have ſet down many 


8 ae of, the: Propbats, acknowledged by 


ewe and have compared them with the 

| Hier 46 Feſus Chrift, whence you would 

e ſee to what an exactneſs they are 

urther L might have inſiſted: long, 

on the Signal Funiſomemt of the Fews,' for 

en rejection of our Savigur, which took 

lace in a few Years after He — left this 

| Werd, with. 3 entire Deſttuction of that 

5 \ People, as 2 Nation, and by their Diſperſion 

over the Face of the Earth, which continues 

to this Day and in ſuch · a Manner, that 0 
are pajevident men of the Venę 

Jod, for their refuſal to own him 12 

| who had been ſo long promiſe 2d t to Shetr 

2 ers, A 155 at length e t 


World. ingdom 1 ball 50 no 232 on any 
ol theſe Points, becanſe I hope that what 1 
Baye ſaid, will be ſufficient to confirm your 
Belief, that Chriſtianity was delivered to the 
God. by the 1 Pecial command and favour of 


NV. The fame. right 31 
| vill . Ban Agreement to another Par- 
ticular, vis. That as mur Religion came down 


decken Fo 18 Ware n gnification 


eo 4+ 
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God, ſo. nothing can excuſe us from a 
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e e ee that we ſhould lay it nd 
f Though it be a Matter of the lat impor- 

tance, Þ think that one or two clear Obſerva- 
tions will be enough for your juſt Satisfaction 
in this Point. I fay then, that were it the 
Pleaſure of God to ſet aft de, or to make any 
Alteration” in the Goſpel: The Proofs of it 
ought to be as plain as thoſe He hath given of 
this Revelation which we ſo juſtly acknow- 
ledge to be Divine, The New Dot rines muſt 


be viſibly more reaſonable and uſeful, than 


thoſe which they ſhould come to di place; 
and: the Miraculous; Gifts and Virtues: of 
the firſt Teachers of » them, muſt: be no leſs - 
evident than thoſe of Moſes and the Prophets; 
2 Chriſt and his Apoſtles. But were your 
iſure and your Abilities never ſo great, I 


am ſatisfied, that upon the faireſt examinati- 


on, you would not find any Part of the Gafe 
pel exceeded in any other Religion that hath 
appeared either before; or ſince che en 


| tion of it. 


XVI. For the " t Rae * Chriftians, 
and for the Trial of the Wer14, the Religion 
of Mahomet hath been long ſuffered to be in 


a a flowiſhing Condition. This Man pretends 
ed indeed to Droine Revelations; But Hle 


did no Miratlom. He planted bis Religion 


by Forces of Arms, and it has been all along 


ſupported” by the fame Means. His Defigns 


were plainly wor/dly; his Life uicious, many 


of his Doftrines directly tend to the Corrup- 


} tionof en or elſe they conſiſt of ground- 


. 241 | leſs 
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Teſs traditional Opinions of the Fews, to 


which He added the unwarranted Poſitions of 
ſome Heretic Chriſtians, as likewiſe ſome of 


the Follies of the Arabian: Superſtitions 


which prevailed. in the Place of his Birth; 
beſides other great Extra vagancies invented by 


himſelf, or by thoſe who aſfiſted him in tlie 
contri vanee of his Impoſture. He owned both 


Moſes and | Chrift to have been fent: from 


God]; but He changed or diſguiſed their Hiſ- 


tory and their Doctrines, as beſt ſuited his 
own fancy, or as He thought would be: moſt 
uſeful” to the ſpreading of his New Religion. 


The Rewards which He propoſes to the Piety 
of his Believers: in the next Life, are ſome of 
them ſuch as could not be recited without 


— 


offending any ſober Mind. 


” 
£ 
„ 


no Reaſon to be moved by them; For we 
are expreſs ly warned that ( a) inf An A 4 red 
from. hauen, ſhould: cory wang men ben 
Goſpel; than that which | 
to us, we ought to efteem him accurſed; that 
is, ſo wicked a 'Deceiver as to be a juſt Ob- 
ct of the Wrath and of the Vengeance of 
” PIE A Cot Hoo or Eo FIN tins Ra Chet 5 ” 


1 m , in ̃ ß TECH THT 
XVII. Jo let us fee that the Goſpel is to 


be the: fanding Law: of Religion tothe end. 


Came to eſtabliſn it, is appointed the Judge 
af the World. The Condition of all who- 


dee Gah-i og ft 0 HP 
* Ea by : 
— A 


Bst though tlie Pretenſiom of chat Im poſtor : 
Had been leſt exceptionable, we fhould have 


has been preached” 


_— 


Nin TP 19 


n * bene of „ tin A. cd —” 4D. 3 


4 
5 
1 
8 
* 
. 


have, or might if they would, have the Know- 


hall the Sonalſo-bimſelf-be' ſubject unto him, 
be all in al. 
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ledge of him, He will for ever determine 
by the Rules of Life which are given Us in 
the, Holy Scriptures; and. on. the reſt of 
Mankind He will pronounce Sentence accord- 
mg unto Right, according to the different 
meaſures of Light and Power that the M 
dom off God ſhall have thought fit to impart 
to them. (b) Chrift: muſt reign till "He bath 0 
hut all Enemies under his Feet,----and when 
all things ſhall be ſubdued' unto him, then 
that put all things under him, that God may 
| cannot conclude this Letter, nor this whole 
Subject more properly, than with theſe Words 
of St. Paul; Grace be with all thzm that love- 
aur Lord Jeſus Chrift in Sincerity. Amen. 
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Y Am now come to the laſt Part of my. 
7 1 Undertaking; and by what has 


| ak Papers, and the Temper in which I 
oo „ will find you, I think 1 ſhall 
. 0k n be ſo long on the Matter [now 


before us, 40 otherwiſe might. have been ae 
| cellary. 


I do not pretend. to excel in Controverly ; : 


nor is that any Unhappineſs for you or for me; 
for they who know, or who believe their Ta- 


lent to lie chiefly in tlie Management of Di- 


ſputes, may be eaſily: rempred to-raiſe them 


where there need be none, or to keep up ſuch 
as may be proper, longer chan they ought to 
laſt, But my great Aim is your Advantage; 


that in things in which you ought to act with 
the utmoſt Seriouſneſs, you may not be un- 


e with en which, as I Hope: . 


en already ſaid in the Courſe. "Y 


a= a" a. 


2, A£ 


\ 


Lev. Parochial LTT EAS. 17 | 

'> | wilt maintaifi'gnd Juſtify e the Conduct reguir d 7 " | 

2 a you. Pe „ 

H. One of the plaineſ Duties bf le Goſpel 

2 is, that Chriſtians onght to live ger e in 
Unity. For (a) as there is one Body, and one 
Tour ; ; as we are call d in one Hope of our 


dali, as there it one: Lord, one Faith, one 
Baptiſm, one God and Father of al, we are : 
all oblig d, as the Apoſile obſerves in the Paſ- 


ſign be ore me; to endeavour to keep the Unit nity 
of the Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, OH, 
Agreeably to the Importance of this Duty, 
our Lord 1 enioin d it with a Circumſtance 
which ought never to fail of engaging our due 
Regard to it!. It was within a few Hours of 
thar Day inf which he Iaid down his invaluable 
Life for the Price of our:Redemption. © 
III. But norance and Error, Paſſion, 
pi rejuaice, and worldly Intereſt „ have bl : 
 numberleſs ſucceſsful Ways to ow and nourtſh 
the fierce RM Artimoſities 1 in the Chriſtian Church 
in which Charity and Unity ought. fo doube 
edly'to prevail. '” 5 
IV. The Divine Wiſdom. which te | 
| theſe 'things for the Trial and Exerciſe of our \ 
Sincerity, has been careful to give us early 3 
Warnings of them: (c) Of your own 4 
[hall Men aroſe! ſpeaking . things; #0 
Araw away he ples a them. And 
(4) there aſt kid Here among Jeu, 
Mie SEAS 
Ce) Ek. 43,7 TOR We)! See John 13. 
57 W Jo. N 0 I Cor. i, 19 
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0 8 


that 


— 


; = remove Evi 


that the 1 are 4 8 may eren 
enanifeſt among you. © Theſe, I ſay, have been 
as uſeful Leſſons tor the Church, in every Age 
and Part of it, as they were to the Chriſti aus 
of Epbeſus and. Corinth,. to whom St. Faul 


Immediately deliver d them. 1 
V. The 1 


ſes, the Writings, Made 

ers of good Men, have. a. . e 
e e 

the moſt diſtinguiſh'd Wande of N F 


called Synods — Councils, have ſeveral times 
met to find out the  propereſt Way for pre- 


S 


EY, the Purity. of. Sentiments, and the good 


Order, which are ſo mueh to bedeſird amongſt 
San, Theſe Aſſemblies have often been 
krom anſwering the good Deſign of them; 


| per for what. Reaſons, I do not here take gon 


me to enquire. 
Fewer V ords than I have uſed, might. ſatis- 


frang Man that there may have been for a 


long. tie Diviſions among Ghrzz tans; ſince 


His own Experience muſt ſo plainly ſhow him 


how much it is the Caſe of our own Days. 55 
n it be ask d what is to be done in this 


| Caſe? M y.. Anſwer is, that we ought to ſit 
| 2 with all the Care and Seioutaeſs that 


to.. examine what it is that the 


. Goſpel A Ge indeed are to be heliev d and 


iſcoverier we can wake. l 1 7 
Pt oil de ſoon found, upon ſuch an e 
A. there. are ſeveral Duties of Chriſtianity 


which cannot be perform'd without our jay | 
Ing with others in them ; ; ſuch, for inſtance, 


St - <4 are 


/ 


wa ©0 Þ jad 
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are all thoſe that relate! to the Publick. Worſhip | 


of God. © Hence this Queſtion will arife, via. 
with: which of the many contending Parties 


are we to join our ſelves for theſe Purpoſes of 


pur Religioms The Queſtion is certainly of 


great Importance, and I think this a righit 


\nſwer to it j namely, that lit ought to be to 
the National Church of the Place we live in, 
provided their Terms of Communion he not 


ſinful. I ſay this for the two following Rea- 


ſons; Firſt, as our Commimion ought to be of 
the moſt general, lawful Extent, it will be 
found to be ſo in our uniting with the Na- 
tional Church, much more than with any of 
thoſe | that ſeparats from it. Secondly, as 
the Regulations of the National Church 


arerlikewiſe enjoin'd by the Laws f the Land, 


which, in all their innocent Commands, are to 
be obey d. But if the Terms of Communion 
in any Chierch be ſinful, in that Caſe no Num- 
bers nor no Laus can oblige us to conform to 


them, (in) God hm to be obey d rather than 
/ O 


Man. Any Guilt of Sch:ſm that may be in- 
curr d by our Separation from ſuch a Church, 
muſt fall on them who make the Separation 


wy Al. The Objections to any:Church's Com 
munion muſt lie againſt its Doctrine, its Wore 
ib; or its Diſciplins. It is therefore in theſe 
that e are now going to conſider the 


* * 
: 249 
* FP 


Als is. „ 


8 VIII. Ti W eren un the 


moſt prope Method to be ſound” in it. Doc- 


Seine, re the Holy Soriptures the 


them; that is, the 1 of 


"Moſes and che Bophgkz, c rite» 4c, and 


Exangeliſte, andi ſuch other 505g. Herſont, as 


crote unter an Erttacrdina Direction and 


_ Examination; 


Alliftancerof the Spirit of God 
-::Again::Care:;has een tak eri to admit no 


nd Atze. a el . 791117 


Books under this Divis Character, but ſuch 
as contain nothing wee to t; and 
Which, at the e rifor making that 
w to come from the 
2 en Mew: whoſe Pens 


Hands of 


Were \blefs'd i in the manner juſt now deſcnb d. 


The Cate uf mur Churdb in both theſe ins 


5 USD appear veryplainly on the flighteſt 


of the. Sixth of the Zhnrty Nine Ar. 


FFF 15 E42 


"ob 4175 l. che Suriptarss' o ought not to be the 


entire Standard of our Fuith and Fyatlice in 


allithing . necbſſary to Salvatiom, the Reaſon 


of it muſt proceed from ſome Defect im tiie 
Matten, or in the Si of them. 


X. As Tor the firſt of theſe! Points, wow 


| to: Salyatzon through Faith, which is CH 
Jus to perfeth 1 71 he expreſſes himſelf 


Sf 


the Number of the Books . Scripture\ 


leſs than it is now, St. Faul aſſured T. . ” 


that they (d) were able to make him wiſe un 


preſently after, and thro dghly furniſh lum to 


ell good Works. F this Et 1 it 


71 9 
5 ; 


+ 


0 See 2 vim. 3. 15¹ 8 17. 
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- proper to ſay this of the Scriptures, . as 


2 _ 


. * 
Wo I 3. 
— 


rhey then ſtood, it muſt certainly be an un- 
pardonable Indignity to them to think them of 
leſs Value ſo compleat as we now have them. 


The Old Teftament lets us know the Origi- 


nal of our ſelves, and of the World about us; 
and it does in ſo many Inſtances ſhow us 


the Mſdom and Goodneſs of God, in his Go- 


vernment of "Heaven and Earth, that we can 
have no Reaſon to doubt them in any thing. 
Ir further contains plain Prophectes of the 


1 Coming of Cbriſ, and of other wonderful 


Events which were at great Diſtances from the 
Times in which thoſe Predictions were deli- 


verd. We likewiſe there find a great Variety 


* 


In the New Teſtament the Euangeliſt: re- 
cord the principal Actions and Diſcourſes of 
our-Blefſed Saviour. In the Acts of the Apo- 
ftles, we learn how they were qualify'd for 
eir great Employment, and with what Ei- 
delity they 'diſcharg'd it. The "Epiftlen re- 
move ſome great Miftakes which early appear- 
ed in ſome of the firſt Cbriſtians; ind obviate 
others which have ſince been the Misfortune of 
the Church; and they alſo deliver many im- 
fortant Rules of perpetual Uſe, as well as 
ſome that were more particularly adapted to 


Ftctiynt for our Behaviour in all Parts of 


their own Times: The Book of the Revela- _ 


tions is. dark in many things. But there are 
ſeveral Paſſages in it of great Claarneſi and 
general Uſe; and the Time will certainly come, 

X | ol when 


P e 18 | 
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when all Men ſhall be ſo ſenſible of the en- 
tire Accompliſnment of that Prophecy, that 
they will do aun hleſſed Lord the Honour 
and Juſtice, to acknowledge that He. fore- 
told all theſe things before they came to 


, Paſs. 


— 


Xl. The Stile of the Scriptures is attended 
with ſome Difficulties. For the Genius of 
_ the Languages and the Cuſtoms of the Times 
in which they were written, were in ſeveral 
reſpects different from what is in preſent 
Uſe, and eſpecially in theſe Fart: of tbe 
- World. But then we have Helps in theſe Caſes, 
which if they are not able to ſatisfy all the 
demands of our Curioſity, are very ſufficient 
Mor ⁵ oi 1 (ag ie 

X.II, Whatever, it might be to any. of the 
ſucceeding Paſtors of the Church, it would be 
but an ill Complement to the Inſpired Mri- 
| Fers to imagine that they have expoſed any 
neceſſary Part of their Doctrine to the Un- 


certain conveyance of Oral Tradition. They 


knew too well what the Jewi/þ Church had 

ſuffered from the vain Pretences of the Pha. 
riſees in this reſpect. Several Things are in- 
-  ſerted in their Writings, which however 
pulaced there with great Propriety, muſt be 
owned on all Hands, not to have been abſo- 

 Zutely Neceſſary for us to know, and there- 


* 


i fore it is not to be thought that they would 


mit any thing which is ſo. 78 33 
St; Pout 


— 
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St. Paul indeed exhorts the a 
to Ce) hold faſt the Traditions : By which 
He means what He had delivered to them by 
word of Mouth, as well as in his Epiſtles 


that is, the Hiſtory of the Actions and Doce 


trines of Chriſt, now reduced into Writing 
in the Books of the New Teftament. ' Before 
theſe Books were written Men were obliged 
to rely on Oral Tradition for them; but then 
they had it from the Apoſtles themſelves, or 
proper Perſons employed by them, in whom 
they might fully confide; and they were alive 
to ſet right their Miſapprehenſions or the 
Failures of their Memory: But now thoſe s- 
ſpired Perſons are withdrawn, their divine 

Writings muſt be our only Dependence. | 


XlłIII. Another fort of Men,” who would 
| ſupercede or add to the Doctrines of the 


Scriptures, on the Authority of what they 
call the Light within them, ought to give us 
much better Proof of ſuch an extraordinary 
Light, than they have yet done, before 
they ſhould prevail with Us to make ſo 
great Alterations. The Gifts of Prophecy 
and of Miracles the ufual Favours of God, 
in Caſes of ſuch Moment, may juſtly be in- 
ſiſted on before we own the Commiſſion of 
thai Seaghers, 0 E467 ons Lo OT, 
XIV. They who plead: for Tradition, and 
they who pretend to ſuch extraordinary Light 
as has been ſince mentioned, for the ſupply - 
of ſuch Defects as they apprehend to bein 
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He may confalt them. 
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the Holy Scriptures, both of them go upon 
the ſame Ground; namely, the Suppoſition 


of m|fallibility: in the Church. But Men's 


Opinion of the Advantage of fo high a Pri- 
viledge is no proof of their having it, except 
they can ſhow by clear and well- proved Ne- 
velations from Heaven, that God has grant- 
ed them this Favour. n e ee ee 
+ Private Judgement is indeed ſubject to be 


very much abufed.-- And fo are Riches, Honour, 
| Power, and Hgalth, and Wit, and Learning ; 
but this doth not take away their true Value. 


For it is, and ever muſt be in our Power to 


put theſe, or any other Advantage? we en- 
joy, to 77 Uſes, fo long as we continue in 2 


State of Trial. Ay hy nie 
XV. The Members of the Church of Rome 


Fallibls; but then they are far from being a- 
greed where the lnfallibility is placed ;-which 
Circumſtance” and their many viſible Er- 


rors,\abundant'y prove that they have it 
r. r N | %% IEOTRT, etc be, 33 

They aſſert, with great Confidence, that it 
is promiſed to them in the Scritures. But 
rhe Qualifications which would enable any 
one to examine the Scriptures in this Point, 
which they muſt allow him Liberty oft doing, 


will be ſufficient to gain him all reaſonable 


Satisfattwow in any other Article on which 


OT 2 * 
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be 


unanimouſly aſſert, that their Church is In- 
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(F) The Words, which they cite out f 


the Books of Deuteronamy, and (2) Iſaiah, 
if they were intended to expreſs Infallibility, 
would prove more than the Romani de- 
fire, . For the fiiſt Paſſage eſpecially. would 
conclude. for this Prerogative in the 7Jewijh 
Church, which would juſtify their Condewm- 


nation of Chrift, and their Xejection of the 


J /«ôͤê·³ 1: pions; ett 
Ihe Declaration of our Lord to St. Peter, 
that He ſhould be the () Rock on which his 
Churob ſhould he built, may be affitmed to 
have been made good in that Apaſtles Fi- 
deli, and Succeſs in the Adminiſtration of 
his great, Charge, and in his Publication of 
the Gepe to the Jews, on the Day Funt:- 
ceſt, and to the Centiles in his Conver fron of 

_ Cornelius and his Friends. . The Prædiction 
of not being prevailed againſt by the Gates 
of: i Hel [ic may be 1 eferred to St. Feter, the 
Kock, as well as to the. Chureh that was to be 
built on it; and our Tranflation had been 


more agreeable. to the Original, if inſtead 


of the word Hall in this Paſſage, Deaty or the 
Grave; had been uſed, the only Senſes m 
which this word. Hades is uſed by ſacred or 
profane Authors. The Frophæcy thus under- 
ſtood, was. evidently fulfilled in that neither 


the Threats, nor the Sufferings/ of the moſt 
violent Deaths, could deter St. ter and His 


Brethren the Apoſt les, the other (i) Fundu- 


a (t) Deu. 12. 10, Il, -(g) Ifainh 59. 16 
( Mat. 16. 18, G. (5) Rev. 21. 4. 


| 


* 
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tion Stones of the Church of Chriſt, from 
witneſſinz, (x) as their Mafter had done, 2 
good Confeſſion unto the End. But if theſe 
Words have an immediate relation to the 
Church, the Performance of Chriſts Promife 
in them will ſufficiently appear in the undaun- 
ted Behaviour of many of the primitive 
Chriſtians, under the moſt violent Perſecu- 
tiont; which by the Conſtancy they ſhowed, 
even to Death, much more increaſæd than 
diminiſbed the Number of the Faithful, and 
later Times have produced Inſtances of the 
ke Nature, in which the Church of Rome 
has horn but an unhappy Part. Again, as 
the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity has not cegſel 
in any Point of Time, from the fr ff Publi- 
tation of the Goſpel to theſe Days, ſo thęeſe 
Words may imply, that through the 'over- - 
- ruling Providence of Chriſt, this Cafe ſhall | 
never happen to the end of the World, nor- 
 withſtanding'the "great (7): Apoftacy foretokl 
to us, of which the Church has a very large 
melancholly Proſpect. Let me obſerve once 
| forall, in relation to this, or any other Text 

that may be brought for the ſame Purpoſe, 
that a Declaration of MMfalkbility either in 
the whole Church, or in any Part of it, is a 
thing of ſuch conſequence, as muſt require 
its being made in ſo plain Terms, as not to 
leave the Words in which it is fuppoſed to 
de contained, reaſonably capable of any o- 
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n) When the Apoſtles were aſſembled to 
Cbriſt, after his Reſurrection, at the Moun- 
tain in Caliles where He had appointed them, 
and it is not improbable that the () fue 
Hundred | Brethren, ſpoken of by St. Taul, 
were then preſent, our bleſſed Maſter de- 
clared to them that He: would be with them 
always, even unto th? end of the World ; by 
which He appears to have meant, that his 
Aſcett/ion-into Heaven thould not ſo wich- 
draw him from the Followers of his holy Re- 
lig ion. But that He would continue to give 
_ thein ſuch. Fratection and Ajiftance, as tie 
ſhould ſee proper. The Church in all Ages 
may look on this Promiſe with great confort: 3 
But it doth not amount to a Grant of Infalli- 


4  * CÞ > ed 88 B& 
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| „Thee Text urged from-St Faul 's firſt Epiſtle 
to Timothy, may relate to the Ferſon of Ii- 
ruth The Church is often in the New T2/ta- 
ment compared to a Buililing, as it is here; 
and any of its Members, - whoſe Example 
and Labours are eminently uſeful to the Suh 
fort and Recominendation of the Truth' it 
teacheth, may be very well reſembled, as 4 
_ ob: Buildings that very much contributes to 
| their Strength and Ornament. 2 TER 
Accotding to this Igterpretation, the Paſ- 
ſage ſhould run in this Manner: But that, 
if 4 tarry long, thou  mayeft know how thou 
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* (m) See Mat. 28. 16, c. (u) See 1 Cor. 
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cug hteſt to behave thy ſelf in. the Houſe f 
God, which is the Church of the living Cod, 

being, or as, 4 Pillar and Suffert of the. 
Truth; or thus, no leſs agreeably o the 
 Phraſeology of the Hebrew Tongus, which 
the Apoſites and Evangelifis ſo often imitate 
in their Grezk Writings, - a Trus or Sub- 
flantial Pillar and Sut port. As St. Haul 
had juft before. figuratively ſtiled the Church 
an Houſe, which is an entire huilding, it 
is unnatural to imagine that He would ſo 
ſoon, without any viſible Reaſan, give it the 
Building : But to ſuppoſe that He exhorts a 
Perfon of Tiinotly s Virtus and & ation, to 
conſider or approve himſelf as a Hillar of 
this /pirituat Building, is to: ſuppoſe the 

__ Apoſile purſuing the Figure He had takentiup 
ta a very good Ad vantage. This explanation ob 
the Text laſt mentioned;: appears to be Veay 
much confirmed by comparing it with two 
| other (5) Places of Scripture: here referred 
N ch èâ]7IX liens ow dc Los 
only ſure Refuge, our Gurah hast wifely 
jucdged that all the Doctrines of on NAU 
5 e . N interpreted Ge 
cording to the Rules of right Raaſon. 19961 
What is taught 2 = Churubæat n- 

formably to the ſacred: Writings; ours feadi- 
ly embraces, and rejecta the contrary. The: 
Determinations of the four firſt general 
i CEL | 1 8 s IF 7 weed N 5 


O see Gal. 2. 9. Rev. 3. 12 


77 4 


. 


_- Councils 
/ 


% 


en e 24; 35. 
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Councils are received by this Church; becauſe 
it has not found that they contained any thing 


diſagreeable, to the written I brd 'of God: 


erred; amongſt which without doubt, is 


meant the ſecond Council of Nice, which 
eſtabliſhed theWorſfhip of Imager. This Church 


declares that ths three Creeds ars throughly 
to be receivsi and beliey'd, not upon the ab- 
ſolute Authority of thoſe who penned them; 


but, as the Article adds, becauſe they may be 
proved by moſt certain Warrant of Holy 


Scriptures. For the evident want of ſuch 
Warrant, as our Church ſpeaks of in the 
Place of the Articles juſt now mentioned, 
we never can admit thoſe great enlargements. 


_ of the Creed, which the Church of Rome has 


made; and which all her Prieſts are ſworn to, 
and obliged to teach them to the People. 
XVII. It is one of theſe additional Are 
ticles, and a neceſſary Condition of that 
'Church' Communion; to believe that the 
Bread and Wine, in the Holy Sacrament of 


_ the Lord's Supper, which He has command- 


ed to be ſolemnly blefled ahd diſtributed in 
renembrance of him, are after their Conſe- 
*cration ſo changed, as to become (r) the rent 
living Ferſon of CHRIST, God, and Man. 


It: is true that Chriſt calls the confecrated Ele- 


ments hir Body, and hit Blood; But it is as 


(a See the 2 fl. of the Articles of Religion. 


See Article the 8-6, (.) Sce Luke 22. 19. 5 


F . | certain 


\ 
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certain that He: elſewhere gives himſelf the 
. Name of a s) Vins, of a(t) Shepherd, of the 
(u] Door of a Shgepfold; and He ſtiles thoſe 
why embrace his. Religion (r) Lambs and 
Sbeap. There can be therefore no more Rea- 
ſon for our being obliged to take theſe Ex- 
preſſions of aur Lord, relating to this Sacra · 
.onent, literally, contrary to alb Senſe and 
Iruth, than there is for underſtanding thoſe 
which I have ſince mentioned, with the ſame 
Stricneſa, Which the Church of Rome has 
never offered ta-require. 
Ihe Members of that Church are likewiſe 
required to believe, that this Sacrament. is 
rigbtiy given under one kind, as it; is their 
the j New Teſtamæent no way favours! this 
Opinion and Practice in it's recital of the In- 

| Kitution of this Sacrament, or in any other 
TT oft 57H . ĩ ͤ BEST - 
Ihe Worſhipand Invocation of the Bleſ- 
e Virgin. and other departed Saints, and 
mw their, paying Religious Honour 0 their 
proved Creed; though the Scriptures would: 
be ſearcched in vain to find any thing relating 
t.: a any of theſe Doctrines, excepting: to their 
Ie is the Injunction of Chriſt, that. (2) 
ben we have done: all that is commanded 


G o « 
*.- 


5 


* 


60 See John 1j. 1. () John 10, 11. (.) 10. 
1 39. (x) John 21. 15, 16, () See Mat. 26. 
Mark. 14. Luke 22. 1 Cor. 11. (2) Luke 17. 10. 
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ur We Mould: fay "tha t we ate unprofitable 
Sieg we have done that which was our 
Duty te do. But the Gurch of Rome aſſerts 
the Doctrine of Merit; and carries it to ſuch 
an Hei ht, as to maintain that the abundant 
Works of the Saintt, beyond what they 
nerded d have done, formith an inexhauſti- 


may be communicated to the Living - and 


I. 
le ö 
je 
& 
d: 
— 
5 
5 
d. 
e 
2 
8. 


Terms, s ſhall be appointed by the Pope, or 
1 thoſe whom He commiſſions for this Pur- 
3 1 | Theſe ſuppoſed Privileges are given 
in what they call their  Indulgences ; the 
; Power of granting which is aftirmed in theſe | 
| additions tò the Creed, to have been left by 
| _ Griſt to his Church ; tor which Aſſertion they 
can ſhow no better Anthority than their own 
Affirmation. | 
After the Poſitions we have 1 it is: not 
| frpiizing to find the next Article demand to 
have the Church of, Rome acknowledged as 
the Mot ber and Miſtreſt of all Churches; 


dhe Holy Scriptures... | 
How ſtrong muſt not the Pre jadices of an 

unhappy Education be, to be able to retain - 
any one of tolerable Parts and Probity in ſo 

_ erroneous. a Communien? And how much 

more unhappy is not the Caſe of thoſe, who 


being born to the Uſe of the. Lip, and bred 
up in it, ſuffer themſelves to — drought in- 


to. ſuch a State of Darkneſs, 


2 
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the Dead; in ſuch Proportions and on ſuch 


of which there is not the leaſt | Iiggikication 2 in 


ble Tieaſure of Merit, the Benefit of which | 


— 


XVIII. The. 5 


* 
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land the Generality of your Proteſtant Bre- 
thren will join in; nor will the Churcb of 
Rome be angry at your believing it; their on- 
ly Quarrel is that you believe no-more. | - 


— 


XIX. Nothing can better ſhow. you the ge- 


a a 2 we: oY TE neg: 


* 


neral Purity of the Doctrine of our Churub, 
than a careful Study of its excellent Cate 
chiſm. No profeſſion of Chriſtian amongſt 
us have yet exhibited any Form of that kind. 
in which the Privileges and Obligations of 
our Baptiſm, the Articles of our Chriſtian 
Faith, the Heads of our Duty to Gad, our 
Neighhour and to our Selues, the Subject 
of the ſeveral Petitions of the Lord's Prayer, 
and the Doctrine of the Sacraments; are more: 
inte ligibly and judiciouſiy repreſente. 
XX Let this therefore ſuffice for me to ſay | 


ok the Doctrinæs of our Church. n 


2 
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9 ih ber ding to be 3 av 
ai Gburchz- my Blrethren, is its 
ori : And this iste be done in 
relation-to the ( or and to the: e of 
it. 
l. Av to the Oe of Worſhip : The 
Practiſe of our Church is happily 9 
bythe Doctrine of the (a) 0˙⁴ Te 
citad and confirmed by Chriſt in "theſe" 
Word uf the New, (5) Then [halt worſhip! 
3 God, "and: bit 1777 ſhalt "_ 
f. „ d nene 9923.8, 

III. Such is the Union of the Sor, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt, with the Father, that without- 
violating this Rule, we worſhip and glo- 
ro thefe' Diving — together "with "the! 


Row 2117 Ty 1088 280 A118 1 2401 1 


6220 bear. 6. 13, 10, 20. rwe 7. 3. . 
(5) Mat peach a 1251 143 
nd LE 
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(c) To the Son He hath given a Name, 
which ig above «every Name, that at the 
Name of TFeſus every . knee Nou bow,” of 


zl 3 in Heaven, and things in Earth, and 


| ebend e e dend — 


things under the e-. > _ Aer, „ 
Tong ſhould conf? 7 that Chrift 1s 
to the Glory + Gad the — (d) it i. 

7 Ho which Ou e of F God rs 5 
6 7c Dead, w e 

Fug certainly know every thing that paſles a- 
bout us, and (e) as He is able to ſave to tb 
uttermoſt, or, as the Words might be tranſla- IU 
ted, always them that come unto God by him; 
vs haveſofficient Encou to Ty to! 
him in our Neceſſities; from the re 


LY 


for us,;wethave theſe Reaſons for che: Winks" 
ſhip of Chriſt from the Exaltation of his Hu- 
- manity; the Conſideration. of his Divine Na- 
05 ET the ET (ſhale into 
40 4 bs are. 
the-Day x Hop Spe He-it--is who dif: | 
— oth the Divine 'Grages; therefore Hes 
maſt: be continually. preſent with all Men, to i 
obſerve their Qualifications for them, and 
conſequently He never can be out of, the reach | 
cf our Petitions. 15 
9 — there. is . "Ry g. 
ol the higheſt Orders, nor to > the _ — 


(e) Philip. 2. 97 10, 11. 10505 Acts 10. 4. 
(#) Heb. 7. he. I See Epb » 4+ 30. 1 ale "= 


4 3 - 
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ed of departed Saints; and therefore ' our 


Ghurch wiſely abſtains from ie. 


When St. 0 g Jobn would have worſhipped 
the Angel who. was ſent to ſhow him the Re- 
_velations of the Apocalypſe, he rejected it, 


with a becoming Reproof. And St. ank af. 


ſures the -Go/ofeans that ſuch vol untary Hu- 


milities would (5 beguils them of their Ne. 


ward, they being an rntrudeng into —_ that 
Men. have not ſcen. 


We are allowed and exhorted, to bens 


; end our ſelves to the Prayers of: ourChrif= 
tian Brethren upon Earth; for we this way 
very properly admoniſh one another of- uf 
Infirmities; and God favourably accepts the 

' Concern which we this way ſhow one for the 


other as a becoming Inſtance of dun Charitj. 


But ſhould we addreſs our ſelves to che de. 


farted Saints, we cannot be _ that 


ars able to boar Us. The Suppoſition of the | 
Popiſh School-Men, that thols \ Blefſed/ Per- 


ſons ſee Men's. wants. in the Mirrour of the 


Trinity, as they. expreſs themſelves; that is, 
"that, the Addreſſes made to chem here belong 
are revealed to them . God in order to be 

[het back again 


m.them to himſelf; 
ſay, that this Suppoſition is an entire Hu 


man Fancy, no way countenanced by that in- 
Eck. ee ne . eee 


025 See Rev, 19. 1925 22, TE 9 | @) Fg 
Col. 2. 18. | as {+2 . 


' ? 
* | ; . - If 
— * 
\ ; re 


the Perſons of the departed: Sainti, much leſs 
zs it to be done to their eg. 
Nothing that we ought to Worſbip can be re- 
preſented by Human Art, but in ſuch a Man- 
ner as would rather juſtly interrupt or fink, 
than fix or rai ſe our Devotion. Nothing that 
may be objected from the Misfortune afmoſt 
born with Me, nor from what | have-dbſervetl 
of the Uſefulneſs of proper expreſſive out- 


ward and viſible Signs in the Service of God, 
and of his kind Condeſcenſion fo our weak - 


neſs in the Appointment of the Sacraments; 
none of theſe Circumſtances, I ſay; diſcou- 
rage me from making and declaring the 
Judgement which I have juſt now pronounced. 
am on the contray, abundantly "confirmed 
in this Judgement when I conſider the groſs 
| 7 ag and Crimes into which thoſe 
People generally have fallen, amongſt whom 
the Uſe of Image, in Religious Wor/hrp has 
pPrevailed; and the plain fepeated Declana- 

tions made by the (2) inſpired Writers, of 
— eng of this Practiſe, and of God's 
| ifpleaſure ay ii wet tenth } KO SPST * 125 
Such childiſh Inventions cannot be more 


” 
oY, 


ſufferable under the Goſpel; than they were 
under the Law, ſo much a leſs perfect Diſ- 


penfation. To any one who had contended 
for Religious Proſtrations before Images, the 
Cbhriſtian Church could for ſome Hundreds 


08) Erod 20. 4, 


115. 4. Cc. Iſa. 40. 18, Cc. 44. 9, Oc. 
* * 9 5 5 3 
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| cc. Heut. 4. 15 c. Palm 


* — — 
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of Years, have. happily: anfwered with wy 


Voice, We haus no ſuch Cuſtoms. - 


VI. T now proceed to what I have —. 
f as to: the Matter of .# prſhip, by which 
2 every thing nat. properly.) compretiend- 8 
under the he. Obj ide 8903 E 4" 5775 — 
VI. As is is nat leſs. the Duty. of 


ant, than it was of the "Jaws, to ago ) keep. 


their, Foat,, that is, „to be watchful over. their 
Behaviour, when they go into the Houſe: of 


JSodz and et to he raſh with thein Mouth 
F a ee utter; It highly concerns 


mende of every Chuteb, to provide 
8 A Liturgtes, chat ib Form for 
the Publick Divine ervice. Far ticular care 
muſt be taken not to inſert any thing in theſe 


L that is diſcernible by the Light of. 


Reaſon and the Holy Seriptures, to he con 
tary, to the Pleaſure of © Him for hoſe Ho- 
nom they are intended; and alſo they oight 
to be very well fitted to the Capacity of all 
who are to join in the Uſe of tilem. 
VIII. Now the Service of this National 
Church beging with. the recital of ſome. 
Paſſages ofi$criptars, which, if fHluly attends 
ed ta; muſl give us the Temper that becomes 
ter, os \Reptefentations 'of the Sf 
neſs ind\>Frailty of our Condition, ' and of 
the Majeſty and the:Goodneſs of God. 
Then tlie ſeyeral Reaſons of our ſolemn 
Meeting are laid! down in a very intelli ible 
grave, and moving enen ba ARES 


| 92115 9 Fe MIO F2- fi 8 itzt en E if BEE 
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| pang — one in the Con 


en this on 
_ of God is declared- on lach Conditions, as 


it being made to them who b truly re . 
24 and unfeignediy nnd, his Holy ol 


| 10 Chriſtian. can decently Tejedt; either from 
25 Publick or  Private' Devotion; ſome ſhort 


5 cced to the Praiſes F Gd. 
q Adoration of the by, ont Tyinit 


— 


Rd 


: 1 TENETS „ % wt 3 bf 
aa Eq „ A ted : 


This is followed by à general Confeſſion 
of vary Nee by the whole 2 

on has Reaſon to; join in it. 
Non is ended, the Pardon 


will alluns it to them in whom they are found, 


F. 7 n 
7 the: Ute ul Se Lan Wahle wwhich | 


3 etitions are made which are taken out of the 
Scriptures, and fitted to ROPE. us to pro- 


Theſe are begun 8 a 8 Egan i | 


-- After: this we uſe the Book: 


eording; to their appointed. Comſe, in wbich 
David and others of the Holy Prophets ha ve 
ſo affectionately expreſſed their Repentuncs, 


their Wants, their Thank 
Aercies of God, and; thei un hit 
Fer and: Goodneſs, Fax « their: Shins Later 


Fort; in which Divine Compoſition alſo the 


Spirit F God, which aſſiſted tiicſe beer, 
: 1 guided them ito A Largeneſs.. of 


n far exceeding their own ee 


Cireum ſtances, and — fully anſwered in 
8 eat Events that have ſince &-ta 
71 and hi Church. The whole Halter 


has for a long time, been received into the 
Hublict Devotion of the greateſt Part of the 
75 2 2 Chriſt ian 


* 


| 2 the 


* » * * 
ro, 
+ 5 


ß oi Wa 2th KS » 
: * Ve 


Let. VI x. Feral Lx ETTERS, 50 


Cbriſtian Church, And though there ar 
unqueſtionably many Paſſages in it -whic 
we cannot at the time of our uſing them in 
the Church, nor at any other, apply to our 
ſonal Caſe, yet in our publick Uſe of the 
alms, we may be conſidered as ſpeaking in 10 


- the Perſon of the Church F God, which 


all Ages may be looked on as one Body, ſo 
affected in 3 its 4 Members, that we 
may properly mix in their 7c or Sorro 
in in the uſe-of this whole | „ hy 
The Portions of Scripture appointed is our 
publick Service, for ihe our Church calls the 
Fele and the Goſpels, are the 
moſt inſtructive Parts of the O and New 
Taſtament; and the recital of the Ten Com- 
mandments is always part of our Conmmnion 
- Office: Some Pieces of the Apocrypba are 
read in our Religion Aſſeinblies; but wy 9 


Church is far from 3 thoſe Books ah 
Authority which is in any Sort equal to thax 
of the Scriptures, The Publick reading of 
"theſe Books is directed on the Account of 


their Antiquity," tie Reſpołt they ham gain- 
ed, and the aul e and Procep 1 


The Hyumt uſed between che Le Leſſons, And 
after ahem are moſt of them taken out 'of 
the Bible; and thoſe which are nor, are not 
founded on any Doctri nes but ſuch as are gene- 


 irally: profeſſed as rich by thoſe who refu[#our | 


\Conmmnion,” as by them 'who embrace it. 
Th Obſervation waa I ane laſt made 3 is 
v4. Aol 3907” 'to 


X43 4 2+ 2 9 5 


| 1 and endleſs. Comfort.) But it never at- 
dem pts to ſug 


: | 2 ps great So FG which. our H; gb 


Hog. nor are they. injoined with. a hi gh 


the Reaſon of their Being inſlütuted, yet it 
the — b 8 


W 


N N : 
* 
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to be extended to the r the Sufrages ch 
the L. any, and to the other Prayers... Ke 
"Is 0 our © . 
Hoh Sacrament f. the Loxds Supper, 5 8 
appears a , very, extraordinary care” to, render I 
Our Devotion rational. and THEN, 1 re- pP 
preſents to us 304, u e f 7 
* the great Love of our 7 
& $2210 155 tl 
5 . And d 
< by his precios lod | 

&« obtained. to. us. yi e us with la a 
Reverence v we ought. fo. receive. Wor £ Holy | © 
« Myſteries, which C ri it hath Or dained 28 F 


te Pledges of. his Love,, and for à continual | 


' Remembeiance of his. Death to our great 


ageſt to us the thaught of TeNeat- 


ft. by ons Oblation of it, bath for: mor 
er; Fed them. that are Fg . $a 
| he. C: Czremomes of this Church: are. Not 


3 


Ihe Uſefulneſs of the Generality of 
chen is apparent: But if there are ſome others 
in ch to which it is not ſo eaſy: to know 


-may, be cha ritably: ſuppoſed. that they were re- 
tained by our Refermers for the ſake of the 
antient common Uſe of them, and to 
how to thoſe. from. whom they were obliged 
to (ants their ede. 5 40. ly. 40 


21. Abe ol | S. : 8 met EE LY Fe 8 2 hs 


G3 M- - By Heb. 10. 14 


| 


. | thing 
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ching aſide to which they could innocent) ad- 


here 
The Reßdent „ onſes of the People i 
our Divine Offices, = (AS, keep 85 A 


Attention, and are a proper inſtance of the 
Privilege of the Chriſtian Church above the 


ewiſh, where the Performance of the Service 
was conflned to the Priefts and Levites, and 
the People were only allowed to be By. Stan- 
ders. Again it may not be improperly re- 


n on this "Head, that in the Re 6 + 


ntation made to St. John of the Wor 


of the Bleſſed above, we often find the Paice 


Tex the great Mult:tude. | 

rom the Conſideration of the Firiiels 
of Riſen made by the People in Publick 
Divine Service, our Thoughts are naturally 
carried on to the next Point which is to be 


ſpoken to; I mean the Neceſſity of a Li- 
 turgy's being ſuited to the 292 of. . alt 
ſe of it. 

© Here the Conduct of our Church is certain- 
ly right, in appointing the Service in aur 
n Language. It is a very melancholly 
Thought that there ſhould be a ſingle Perſon 
in the World, and much more that there 
ſhould be Multitudes of Men of a great Diſ- 
cernment and Penetration, who defend. and 
follow a different Method. Vet this is the Caſe 
of the Church of Rome, in which the Pub- 
lick Service is cvery where performed in the, 


thoſe who are concerned in the 


Latin Tonyue; nor will they endure any 
Remonſtrance againſt it. Our Practiſe is 
founded on "om Reaſon, confirm'd by the 


ales 5 


12 Paracbia LEE Ns. Let VIII. I 
expreſs Judgment of an Inſpired Writer, as ad 
m Jie od ok the whole fourteenth th 

. Chapter, , St. Paul's firft Epiſtle to the Co- 


 Tinthians, When can it be that we ought || 
erfectly to know what we are doing, if it tt 
be not when we preſent our ſolemn Addreſſes t 
Ihe allowance of Tran/iations to thoſe 2 
who do not underſtand the Language in which In 
the Service is performed, is but a very im- || ( 
perfect pion ; for theſe. Perſons muſt 
he ig w — they 3 5 yy 
\. ſponſes, or elſe a very undecent fon 0 
: e muſt be heard in the Gael or 
if they attempt to Anſwer in the unknown 
Iongue, they will frequently interrupt the 
Devotion of thoſe who are skilled in it, by 
the unavo:dable Miftakes of their Fonunci- 
ation: Nor can they who are uſing the 
Tranſlation keep a true pace with them who 
officiate in the unknown Tongue. Again, 
what muſt be faid of thoſe who cannot read, 


either for want of Education, or of Sight? 


Ihe Misfortune laſt named is very common 
in all Countries, and muſt the Blind be diſ- 
qualified from bearing their Part in the Pub- 
lick Worſhip of thein Maker, till they have 
learned to underſtand the Service when they 
hear it performed ina Strange Language? 
The Church that can lay on Men ſuch Impo- 
tions as this, muſt have very unhappily fer- 
J oqt the ſtrict Injunction of St. Paul, by whoſe 
Authority the Biſhops of Rome pretend to 
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— in all their Conſtitutions, () Let al 
s be dana to Edifying 


To conclude this- Article of the Publick | 


Worſhip of the Church of England, I believe 
that I may very ſafely Veni to ſay, that 
the capacity of it's Members is conſulted in 
the Stile and Matter of our Liturgy, as well- 
as in the Language in which it is uſed, as 
much as it will be found done in any other 


Cn that we know. 
1 am, De. 
(m) 1 Cor. 14. 26, 
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8 3 now, my Brethren, to "M 
FN ſomething to you of the Diſcip- 
ine of our Ghurch, I think that 
what I have to offer on this, Head may pro- 
rly be compriſed under the two following 
* 1 mean its Government, and 
it's Conſtitut ions, and Cuſt. 
not ,appreheyd-- it neceſſary - that I ſhould 
here enter -any farther r. into che Ci nſideration 
of either of theſe Points, han Veg * 
requires. AF 8 N 5 
1. Under Govern ot off 
1 conſider We hich: are, that abe the Ad- 
miniſtration of Floh Things, and the Direc- 
tion of Religious A irt. 

III. As Chriſt has purchaſed the Univer- 
5 [al Church with his own Blood, and contin- 
Aually preſides over it by his good 7 as 
of his 
Bs , and given to it a Body of written 
py 3 made ſo plain, in all neceſſary Points, 
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that He who runs may read them; I ſay, 
that by theſe Conſiderations it ſufficently ap- 
_ pears, that it is not the Pleaſure of our 
Lord that any part of his Church ſhguld. be 
ſubſect to any Authority which interferes with 
his own, and breaks in upon it. How loud '. 
5 ly therefore ſoever they may pretend to the 
10 Commiſſion of Chriſt; thoſe who aſſert any 
thing to be a neceſſary Part of Chriſtianity, 
which is not really found to be ſo in the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, are not to be looked on as em- 
ployed by the great Shepherd of the Flock, 
but as Strangers, whoſe voice the Sheep are 
not to hear, ſo as to follow them, 
V But yet, agreeably to the neceſſity of Man- 
3 kind, ariſing from the Difference of their _ 
5 Capacity, the Careleſsneſs into which the beſt 1 
- | of us are apt to fall, and the Diſtractions of Y 
the Buſineſs of this Life in the firſt Age of 2 
| 


2 


ap wb \ Jo $74 
NY om VE 5 - 


P 


2 

d be Goſpel, with the Conſent and by the Ap- 
3 pointment of the () - Apoſtles, there were 
3 particular Men ſet a Part for the work of the — 
1 | Miniftry, Theſe were ſo to apply themſel ves 
7 tothe one thing Needful, as to watch not on- Wh 
ly for their own Souls, (o) but for the Souls 
of others, who are charged to efteem them 

very highly in Love for their work's ſake: - 
For they are (þ) over the reſt in the Lord, to 

admoniſb them---to (q reprove, rebuke with  —_ 
all Long-ſuffering and Doctrine; they are 
5 5 8 „„ 3 
II Cn) See Acts 14. 3. (o) See Heb, 13. 17. 
( See 1 Theſſ. 5. 12, 12. „ Tin i 
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IV. The Names, which in the Books of 


2 


(r) not indeed to behave themſelves as Lords 
over God's Heritage: But they are affitmed 


to have the Rule over thoſe committed to 


their care, and therefore they are commanded 
to obey them, which muſt mean. their being 


in a conſtant readineſs to receive their In- 


ſtructions with a proper Attention, and to 


follow them, unleſs it ſhall fairly appear that 


they are going to lead them into ſuch ways 
as are contrary to their Maſters Appoint- 


„ 


the New Teftament are given to the Perſons 


called to the ordinary Adminiſtration of theſe 


ſacred Truſts, are thoſe of (3) Deacons or 


| Miniſters, (t) Presbyters or Elders, (u) Bi- 


op or Overſeers. In the Book of the Re- 
velationt, they who had the principal care of 
the ſeuen Churches in Aſia are termed their 
Angels; but whether their being thus named 


is peculiar to the Prophetick Stile of St. ohn 
in that Book, or 2 Compliance with the Uſage 


- 
* 


of thoſe particular Churches at that time, 
1 do not offer to determine. „ 
hat ee Kader ee. Gifts were very fre- 


N e beſtowed on the firff Miniſters of the 


Goſpel, is a thing that cannot be reaſonably 


. called in Queſtion: But it by no means ap- 
pears that they all were ſo privileged; and 


therefore a confeſs'd want of ſuch Gifts can be 


Ten pet. 5. 3. O) See Tim. 3. 8, Ge. 
() Acts 14. 23. Ge. 1 Tim. 4. 14. (#) 1 Tim. 3. 


F 
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1. Acts 20. 28. See Rev. 2. 3. 


I. J Ler. VII. Parcchia/LeTTERs. 137 

1s 3 ö 22 1 3 » 3 
no juſt Objection againſt a fanding Miniſtry, 

d fach as is Len in 25 Chez, an obe 

0 in thoſe before it, up to the Times of the 

d Apoſtles, Had the extraordinary Gifts of 

8 the Spirit been always neceſſary to the ordi- 

” nary Miniflers of the Chriſtian Church, they 

P would not have failed to have been infiſted 

. on by St. Peter and St. Paul, in the Rules 

1 given by them for the Qualifications of 

5 thoſe that are to be received into theſe holy 
Seen; 7 „ 

f V. From the Apoſtles Days to thoſe of 

our happy Reformation, the ordinary Mini- 

5 ſters of the Goſpel were every where diſ- 

8 . tinguiſhed into theſe three Ranks, of Biſbops, 

; Prieſts and Deacons : The two laſt of theſe 

: were conſtantly ſubordinate to the firſt) in the 

4 - ſame Order in which I have named them; a: 

4 leaſt the Exceptions to this Method of Chureb 

| Government were very few, as the moſt lu: 

dicious of thoſe who differ from us in this 


Priefts and Levites could produce for the 


ſeveral Allotments of their Miniſtry under the 

Old Teftament, yet, ſince we ſee ſuch an Ap- 
probation of them in the Writings of the. 

" Apoſtles, and in the general Practice of ſo 


many of the ſucceeding Ages; I fay for this 


| Reaſon, that no fair Gbjection can be made 
to the Communion of this Church; for, its 
deſire and care to retain t lem. ' 
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Point, confeſs, and for this Reaſon, if we 
cannot ſhow ſuch expreſs Marks of a Divine 
perpetual Eftabliſhment of theſe three flan-. 
ding Orders in the Chriſtian Church, as the _ 
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138 Parochial LETTER. Let. VII. 

The Duty of theſe ſeveral Orders, as 
aſligned them in this Church, is very proper 
to their reſpective Stations; it no ways con- 
tradicts the Authority of the Holy Scriptures, 
which our Clergy are obliged, in a very ſo- 
lemn Manner, to profeſs to be the Standard 
of their Faith, their Doctrine and of their 
Life. You will be very well ſatisfied that I 
have not impoſed on yon, whenſoever you 
- ſhall compare what I have ſaid, with the ex- 
cellent Offices joined to our Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, for the conſecrating and order- 
ing of Biſhops, Priefts and Deacons — 
VI. Iis further obſervable, that in this 
Church there is not only ſuch a Subordinati- 
on of the three Orders of Clergy, as I have 
juſt now taken Notice of, but that ſome of 
it's Miniſtærs have Authority and Juri ſdic- 
tion given them, oyer others of their own 
Onder; ſuch is the Caſe of the Archb:/hops, 
jn reſpect of the reſt of the Biſhops, and of 
F _, Archdeacons, &c. amongſt the lower Clergy. 

*- Here again we have the Example of very 
long and general Practiſe; Not but that our 
Church might have made theſe Eſtabliſn- 
| ments within itſelf, if it had not been ſhown 


the way to them by others. 3 
Different Circumſtances of Time and Place, 


* 


often call for very different Regulations, which 
every Church muſt be preſumed to have the 

Liberty of making for it ſelf; fo far as it 
_ doth not offend againſt Ræaſon and the Holy 
| Scriptures. By this Judgement of things the 
Proceedings of former Ages were governed 
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in the convening of greater and leſſer Couns- ' 
ils, for the examination of Points in dif- 
- pute, and for the ſetling of other Matters ; 
and it equally warrants. the ſtanding Synods 
of this Kingdom, known by the Name of our 
Convocations. „5 e 

VII. While the Apoſtles and other Holy 
Men, who gave clear proofs of their being 
endowed with the like extraordinary Gzfts 
From Heaven, were upon Earth, it muſt have 

been the Duty not only of the Ghurches in 
which they re/ided, but of all others, obedi= 
ently to receive ſuch Injunctions as theſe in- 

ſpired Perſons ſhould at any time be direc- 
ted by the Holy Ghoſt to lay on them; but 
bout of this. Caſe the Paſtors of one Churen 
never could claim any Abſolute right to Ju- 
riſdiction over another. Chriſtian Prudence - 


may inſtruct Churches, as good civil Poli 


doth Nations, to follow Any proper „Advice 


© "or Example," which they have from abroad, . 
whether it comes from neighbouring or remote 
Parts; but this laudable Conduct doth not 
thereby give the Church from whom ſuch * =: 
Advice or Examples are taken, any juſt Claim 


to ſuriſdiction over thoſe who take them. 


III. The Right of the Church of Rome 


to exerciſe any Act of Government over the 
. Churches of theſe, . or any other Kingdoms, 


could go no farther than their reſpective Con- 


ſent to ſubmit ; and we cannot ſpeak with 


too much Eſteem of our venerable Anceſtors, 


whom God made the happy Inſtruments of 
freeing us from. that Yoke, under which we 
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140 Parochial LETTERS. Let. VIII. 
could not continue, with Innocence, after the 
Sinfulneſs of the Compli ances, required by 
FTP c oo ES. 
Had it been the Pleaſure of Chriſt to give 
the Biſbops of Rome ſo large a Commiſſion as 
they pleaſed, we ſhould moſt certainly have 
Found: very plain Proofs of it in the New 
 . Teftament. But thoſe Divine Books do not 
give the leaſt Hint of any ſuch Matter. What- 
ever the Primacy of St. Peter conſiſted in, 
the Church of Rome muſt have miſtaken the 
Nature of it; for if their Notion is right, 
St. Paul would have been fo ſenſible of it, 
” ly * to have m_ the Freedom he ning 15 
() reprouving that great Apoſtle, when He 
TEA ſodgal him to be in the «A = if He had 
done it, He would not have failed to retradt 


53 


to the See of Rome, ou 
anſwerable Reaſons to renounce. that foreign 
Juriſdiction, from many other Misfortunes 
- whichthey fuffered from it. The great Summs. 

that were continually carried out of the King- 
dom on the Account of Diſpenſatiunt, Ap. 
 , peals, Tenths, Firſt- Fruits and Confirmations. 
|  aof-Benefices, &c. and the'expen/ins Journies 


* that were frequently made to Rome by thoſe 
wa went thither to ſollicite for Freferment, 


(n] ses Gal. 2. 11, GC. () Acts 23. 3. &. 


F It, as ſoon, and as earneſtly, as He did the 
5 1 TN the (] High-Prieft of 

_ - Beſides the inſupportable Corruptions in 
Doctrine and Worſhip, ſo inſeparably attached 
5 ur Ancefiors had un- 


i 


= 5 
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or to attend the diſpatch of their Buſineſs, 


were an unreaſonable Impoveriſhment of the 


Nation. The Exemptions which the Popes 
gave to many of the Clergy from the Inſpec- 
tion of their proper Viſitors, their keeping. 
Benefices void, to apply the Profits of them 
to the uſe of themſelves, or their Creatures, 


their frequent diſpoſals of them by Sale or 


Gift, to fuch as tock them with a fixed Re- 
ſolution never to come near them, the Mea- 
ſures taken by them to bring Church-Men, 


as near as they could, to an Independency on 
the Civil Government; theſe things, I fay, 


ſo weakened the Power of Religion, and of 


the Laws, 2 to produce Diſorders which loud- 
by called for 
obtained that Bleſſin 


a Reformation long before we 


IX. It cannot be abies; that at the Be- 
ginning, the Church entirely depended for 
it's Guidance in Diſcipline, as well as Doc- 
trina, on thoſe Burning and Shining Lights, 


which then conducted and adorned is: 1 


need not tell you that by theſe Lights 1 


mean the Apoſtles, and other divinely in- 


> ſpired Perſons.  Whereſoever any of theſe 


extraordinary Men were 28 we may be 
ſatisfied, that all Rules of Order in Religious 
Matters were made by them, or at leaſt ſub- 


mitted to their judgment, and that they 


were conſulted, when it could be done, by + 


thoſe whoſe Situation was diſtant from them; 


but in their Abſence, and after their Death, 
theſe Affairs were tranſacted by the regular 
Paſtors of the your. met in greater, or 
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leſſer Numbers, as was needful and practi- 
cable. We may be ſure that due regard was 
had to the Satisfaction of the People, that 
they might readily, concurr in ſuch Ordi- 
nances as concerned them. So good an Ex- 


ample as the Apoſtles and Elders ſet at the 


for ſome conſiderable Time. 


(a) Councel of feruſalem, which treats the 
Brethren at leaſt as Witneſſes of their Con- 
ſultations, could not fail of being followed 
Holy Re- 


Before Civil States embraced our 


1 ligion, they took no Notice of Chrifti#ns, as 


ſuch, but to perſecute them. 
more uſe of their right to inſpe& their Be- 


Had they made 


baviour and their Principles, that they 
' might be ſure of their having no tendency to 


x * 7 3 \ 
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e * 5 ys N 
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which they were 


# hurt the Good of Human Society, nor to 
ö diſturb the. G overnment that they were un- 


der, they might have ſooner cbme into a 


. good Opinion of them; and ſeveral grievous 


Ferſecutions might have been avoided, to 

| 6 incited by great Miſrepre- 
ſentations of Chriſtianity), and it's Profeſſors: 
But when Princes had inliſted themſelves 


under the Banner of Chriſt, and were be- 
ecome (b) Nurſing Fathers, and Nurſing Mo- 
ther to his Church, (as God had long fore- 
told they would be) both Clergy and 


905 l 75 


received new Advantages from their Libe- 
raliiy and Protection; and for ſome Ages 
they beheld them without conteſt, exer- 
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(a) see Acts 15. 23. G . . (50 See Iſaiah 2 
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ciſing 
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ciſing thoſe Prerogatives in Religious Mat- 


ters, which the beft Kings had claimed and 
exerciſed, © without Reprehenſ/ion, under the 


Old Teftament, and which are not contrary 
to the Letter, nor to the Spirit of the 
. New. © „ £4: | 


The Injuries done to theſe Prerogatives by 


the Uſurpations of Popery, have been repair- 
ed in our Church, from the Beginning of 
our Reformation. Since that happy time, ex- 
cepting thoſe. Interruptions which we de- 
plore, but are not anſwerable for, the No- 
al Supremacy, and the Power of the Le- 
: gi/ſlature of the Kingdom, have had their due 


Authority in thzs Church, which they adorn, 


and which they under God preſerve. - The 


X Sacred Miniſtry is no way hereby invaded, 


nor the juſt Privileges of any rank of Men; 
but the Clengy, as well as the People, receive 


St. Paul's Precept in it's proper Force; (d) 


Let every Soul be ſubject. to the higher 


| . Powers. 


X. Having now conſidered the Goveru- 
ment of this Church, ſo far as I hope will 
be ſufficient for my preſent Deſign, I ſhall 


proceed to ſay ſomething of it's Conſtitutions ' 


and Cu ſtoms. | 


XI. 1 ſhall begin with the firſt Tnflance of 


the Care which this Church takes of its 


Members, namely, our early Admiſſion to 


(e) See 2 Sam. 6. 1 Kings 2. 26. 2 Kings 18. 


14. 2 Kings 22. 3, &c. 2 Kings 23. * See the 


37th of the 39 Articles. (4) Rom, 13. 1. 
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144 Parochial LR 7 ERS. Let. VIII. 
the Sacrament of Baptiſ = From the 


8 


Marks of Favour with which Chrift is re- 


- corded in the Goſpels to have received 


e) little Children, they who preſent Infants 


to be Baptized, and undertake for their 
Voiowledgé and Performance of the Cove- 
nant then to be made with God in their 
Name, are exhorted, in our Service for that 


Occaſion, © not to doubt, but earneſtly. to 


© believe that God doth favourably allow 
That their charitable Work; the Holineſs 
of their Birth, which St. Paul attributes to 
the Children of (F) beliæving, that is, of 
- © Chriſtian Parents, ſeems fairly to plead a- 
gainſt deferring this ſolemn Reception of 
them into the Family of their Saviour: 
and it's being done in Hablick, when that is 
practicable, is a Circumſtance very uſeful to 
2 oe Congregation, to which they are uni- 
ee e . 3 
And, if Infant Baptiſm be expedient, as 


it is maintained to be by much the greater 


Part of Chriſtiam, the Conduct of this: 


Church will be eaſily juſtified; in it's two 
following Appointments, the Proviſion of 


Sureties, and the Solemnity of Confirma- 
„ ent V 
 - XII. God. fathers and God. mothers are 
not intended to ſet aſide, nor to leſſen the 
care of Farents in the Griftion Education 
F tbeir Children, but to 


2 
elß them; and 


See Mark 10, 13. Cc. Mat. 18. 2. Ge. 
Ef4 See 1 Cor. 7. 14. 8 8 | | 
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when this good Office is undertaken by thoſe 
who are ſo · able and diſpoſed to perform it 
as they ought to be, it is the beſt Remedy 


that could well be thought of againſt any 


Miſchiefs that night happen from that Pa- 
rents Careleſneſs, Ignorance, or Mortality. 
Our Uſage of having folemn Witneſſes at 
the Baptiſm of thoſe to whom the Sacra- 
ment is adminiſtred in their riper Tears, ' 


who undertake to remind them on proper 


Occaſions of the great Engagements into. 
which they then enter, may often prove to - 
be: of great Advantage; and it can never be 


' ſhown to be contrary either to any expreſs 
Words, or the Intention of Scripture. 


XIII. When our young Perſons have ar- 
riv'd at an Age, which, by. the Care of their 


Parents or of their Suretzes, has given them 
a reaſonable Knowledge of the moſt ne- 


ceſſary Points of Chriſtianity, which are fo 


well collected and repreſented in the excellent 


Catechiſm of this Church, they are directed to 
be brought to the Biſhop to be confirm d by him. 


There they declare with great Solemnity, and 
in the Face of the Conpregation, that they are 
come to the Muowledge of the ſeveral Vows 


which their Sureties happily made in their 
Name, and to a ſincere Reſolution of raking 


them on themſelves. After this, the Biſhop © 
being ſatisfy d of their Qualifications, by ſuch 


Enquiries as he thinks fit to make of them, ; 
by ſolemm Prayer, accompany'd with the In- 


N ny of bus Hand on each of the Perſons to 


confirm d, intreats of God, that by the Aſ- 


- I: % 
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- Kiſtance of his Grace, they may always con- 
tinue and go forward in the good Way in which 


. Feftival of Eafter muſt be one. 
The Feafts of Charity which uſually accom- 

panied this Service in the Primitive Church, 
Io long as the Times would bear it, are very 


i = 


he finds them. | 


Our Church does not here pretend to ad- 


miniſter another Sacrament; but it follows a 
very antient and uſeful Practice, of which we 


ſeem to find ſome Traces in the Scripture it 


. ſelf, on comparing the 6 20 two Places which 


I here refer to. 


XIV. They who have receiv d Confirmation 


at a proper Age, or who are qualify'd and de- 


firous to receive it, but want an Opportunity, 


theſe Perſons, I fay, are allow'd and exhorted 


\ to frequent the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. In this Inſtance, and thoſe that fol- 


low, I hope that the Diſcipline of our Church, 


in relation to this holy Ordinance, will be ſeen | 


ſufficiently to its Advantage. 
This Church has wiſely inſiſted that all its 


Members who are of a fit Age and Under- 


ſtanding for it, ſhall receive this Sacrament at 
the leaft three times every Tear, of which the 


” 


properly ſupplyd amongſt us, by thoſe Col- 


lectiens for the Poor which are made at all pub- 
lick Celebrations of this Divine Office. 
| I muſt further obſerve to you the diſcreet : 
| Piety of this Church, in forbidding the holy 
Table to them who do not appear ſeriouſly re- 


 folved 
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| ſolved to live agreeably to all the Laws of the 
Goſpel, that fo this holy Rite, which Chriſt 
ordain d to be ſo excellent a Means of Grace, 
may not be turn'd into a uſeleſs and vain 
Ceremony, N 3 
In order to a beneficial and comfortable VUſe 
of this Ordinance, our Liturgy exhorts Men 
to 2 careful Examination of their Conſcience, 
and humbly to confeſs to Almighty God all 
their Offences againſt him. Beſides: this, it 
enjoing a fincere Purpoſe of making all fit Re- 
ſtitution in our Power for ſuch Injuries as we 
may have done our Nezghbour; and in all 
Points that relate either to God or Man, which 
keep our Minds under Perplexity and Doubts, 
the ſame Exhortation directs us to confult our 
 Pariſh-Prieft, or ſome other diſcreet and 
learned Miniſter of God's Mord. But par- 
ticular Diſcloſures of our Sins to Men, where 
there is not this or ſome other very ſpecial 
Reaſon for it, are not impos'd by thzs Church, 
nor is any warranted by the Holy Scripture to 
doit? 8 V 
XV. If it be neceſſary, that I ſhould give 
you any more Proofs of our Church's Con- 
cern, that the Duties of Chr:ftzanity ſhould. 
be underſtood and preach'd by its Members, 
let me put you in mind of its ſtrict Orders 
kor the Catechi/ing or Inſtruct ing our Youth in 
the Fundamentals of this holy Religion. 
Let us alſo conſider the excellent Provi- 
ſion which it has made for the daily Ser- 
"vice of God, in our Morning and Evening 
Prayers, and for making the People well ac- 
VVV 
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quainted with the Scriptures, by a continual 
reading of them to the Congregation, well 


tranſlated into our own Language. 


| A 
The juſt Authority of thoſe holy. Books is 
zealouſly maintain d, and their great Do&rines 


are illuſtrated in a Book of very pious 
Diſcourſes, ſet forth by Publick Authority; 


FE mean, the Homilies of this Church. Nor 
are our Clergy ſufferd to reſt in the La- 


| bours of their Predeceſſors; but they are 


obligd both by our Laws and our Guftoms 
to inſtruct thoſe who are under their Care 


An their Duty, and to perſwade them: ear- 
neſtly to the Practice of it, by frequent Ser- 
mon of their own compoſing. LE 
The Trials which the Biſbops are empower d 
to make of the Lives and Abilities of the 


Clergy, when they admit them into any of 
the holy Orders, or to the Care of any par- 
ticular Part of the Church, are viſibly de- 


ſignd for the ſame good Effea, 


The ſame is to be obferv'd of the Autho- 


. rity of the Archbiſßops, &c. to viſit their 
_ ſeveral Diſtricts, and to take Cognizance of 


the Things and Ferſons, ſubmitted to their 
Juriſdiction. | | 


It will be enough barely to mention the 
Conſtitution of Fariſbes, and of the Aſſign- 
ment of a particular Paffor to each of 
them; and likewiſe of other proper Officers 
for the Care of the Poor, and of the Build- 
ing erected for the Morſbip of God, and of 
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expreſily or virtuall 


rity. 


F 6. VE. T 


No Ornament: Are requir d in our Church | 


but ſuch as are decent in themſelves, and 


not burthenſome to thoſe who are to provide- 
them; and ſuch more coſtly Decorations as 
are allow d, but not enjoin d, will not be- 
found any more than the other to be either 
y. {amt in the Word 
of God, or of ſuch a Nature as to give any 
juſt Offence to thoſe who are endow'd with 
a proper Meaſure of Judpzment or of Cha- 


As for our Holy Days, or more ſolemn. | 


Times of Worſhip, beſides the Lord's Day 


whether they be Nate ar , if pb 


the third Letter for judging of the Reaſo- 
nableneſs of Inſtitutions of this kind, I 
rſwade my ſelf that you will not think 
That any fair Obje&ion is to be made againſt 
the Church of England on this Head. 
If my infirm Health, and ſome other Cir- 


cumſtances, had not ſet this Compaſs to my 


preſent» Undertaking, I night have enlarg'd 
on theſe Points, and have enter d into the ' 
Conſideration of more. I might have ſpoken 
of the Care taken for the Maintenance of 


the Clergy. of this Church, of their Liberty of 
Marriage, and of the prudent Meaſures 

taken in relation; to them; and all other 
Perſons diſpoſed to enter into that State; 
but I hope that what I have done will be 


3 for your Satisfaction and Uſe. 
XVI. Vet, to give one Example more, I 


* 


might have engag d my ſelf in the Exami- 
Ta 8 7 nation 


A 
\ 
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nation of their Objections, who accuſe this 


Church both of the Want. and Exceſs of 
Charity, Were both theſe Imputations juſt, 


yet we ſhould by- far be moſt concem'd to 
clear our ſelves of the Firſt: Give me Leave 


to fay ſomething to it here, becauſe I have 
known it to prevail with ſome: very well- 
meaning Perſons of our own Communion. 


The Offence: taken is at the Office of 


Cummination directed to be 'uſed on the 
 Firft Day of Lent, and at ſuch other Times 


as the Ordinary ſhall appoint ; the Subject of 


their Uneaſineſs is this, that the Congrega- 
tion is requird to ſay Amen at the end of 
the reading of ſeveral Sentences there col- 


lected from Scripture, in which the Diſpleaſure 


of God is declared againſt thoſe who com- 
mit the heinous Crimes mention'd in them. 
And indeed if by this Saying of Amen, it 
was intended that the Feople ſhould expreſs 
their Wiſhes that - thoſe unhappy Perſons 


might continue, igapenitent in their Faults, 


in which Caſe alene they are ſubject to the 
Divine Anger there denounc d, this Practice 
- could not with any Reaſon be defended; 
but the Exhortations which there go before 
and follow theſe Paſſages of Scripture; plain- 


Iy let us ſee that the only Intention of the 
Church was this, namely, that a. ſeaſonable 


Conſideration and Acknowledgment of the 

- Truth and Righteouſneſs of what God hath 

To. plainly declared in thoſe. Texts, may in- 

; EL our Caution in the Obſervation of his 
Laws. My 3 


XVI, And 
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Church, and of this 


— — 


XVII. And now, my Brethren, if you are 
jeally convinced that a Neligiour Life is 
the only Method, by which we can rea- 
ſonably hope to obtain the Favour of God, 
and that it is the beſt way of conſulting our 
Pleaſure, our Honour, our Profit and our 
Safety; if you are fatisfied that Chriſtia- 
nity is the Religion, to which God has 
ſet his Seal, by the Excellence of it's Doc- 


trines, and the many wonderful things 


which He has been pleaſed to do in Con- 
firmation of the Truth M it; if laſtly, you 
are ſenſible of the Reaſonablenefs of your 


adhering to the Communion of this National 
Church; 1 intreat and conjure you, as you 


value -your Character and your Happineſs, 


that you do- not ſuffer your perſwaſion to be 
. altered, by any Man's bold Pretenſions, cr 


crafty Inſinuations. If you have a Tender 


concern for the 1 ae of. the. Chriſtian 
art of it in Particular, 

to which 1 hope you all belong, let it be 
your earneſt care to practiſe all the Vir- 
tue, which may be ſo juſtly expected from 
your Profeſſion, and thereby - Proveke 'others. 


* 


to thoſe good Works, which alone can pre- 


vent the Removal of our Candleſtick. 
lf any ofwou are of any other Denomi- 


nations of Proteſtants, I defire you ſeri- 


ouſly to conſider what I have ſaid of the ſe- 
veral Points, of which I have been treas 
ting, and what may be offered to you by _ 


better Hands. Our Legiſlature, whoſe Wiſ⸗ 


dom and Piety, cannot be enough RR 
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I may add to theſe Diſorders, the Confuſions 
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ded for granting the A& of Toleration; 1 
lay, neither our Legiſlature, nor any other 


1 I 


Authority, can be preſumed to countenance 
your Separation from us, on any other Prin- 
ciple, but a firm Perſwaſion that our Con 


tnunion is Sinful, after the uſe of fair En- 
deavours to make a right Judgment of it. 


While this Frai! World ſhall continue, 
' | thete will be Imperfections in the beſt mo- 


delled Societies, Religious, as well as Civil. 


But a right Senſe of the value of Peace, and 
of good Order, w 


woft perfect Example of Piety and Charity, 


. £220 

the Bleſſed Feſus, forbore not to join in the 
- _ Temple and 'Synagogue-Worlhip, though 
F- . "there were plainly, at that time, much 

5 greater Irregularities in the 7ewiſß Church; 
than you your ſelves will object to Ours; 
MWitneſs the Doctrine of the Phariſees, and 
oft the Sadducees, which laſt Sect, beſides 
33 their Errors (5) recorded in the New Tefta- 
went, is affirmed to: have rejected all the 


Books of the Old, excepting thoſe of Moſes. 


in the Succeſſion. of: High-Prieft. But if af- 


ter all, your Differences with us ſhall be ir- 


xeconcyleable, (which God forbid,) yet may 


r 
P — 
* 
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1 (6) See Mat. 15. 25 ec. 23. chap. 16. 6. Mark 
— 15 5 | the 


bd 


os os nana 


wif dire& us to join with 
the national Eſtabliſoments in both, if we 
can do it without Sin, though there ſhould 
be ſome things in them which we could wiſh 
_ otherwiſe. The Prince of Peace, and the 
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the Spirit of Meekneſs and Charity keep 


us from ſuch Animoſities, as ſo much allay 
the Virtue of our good Actions and Pur- 
poſes, and make us the Scorn, if not the 
Prey, of our common Adverſary. 18 

Let us jointly beſeech God that He will 
ive his 8 to the King, and his 
Righteou neſs to. the King's Son; that they 
may long judge this People according to- 
Right; and that the Crown of theſe. Na- 
tions may remain in their Iluſtrious Pro- 
teſt ant Houſe, in which it is ſo neceſſarily 


and happily ſettled, 3 ſo long as the Sun 


and Moon endureth, from one Generation 


to another. 


deeding abundantly, above all that 

we ask or think, according to the 
Power that worketh in us; unto. Him 
be Glory in the Church, by Chrift 


3 . * ; 
without End: Amen, 
I am. Brethren, . © 
Jour very Aſfect ionatr, 
H. MAN. D E R. 
< hd : 


-  Feſus, throughout all Ages, World _ 
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BOOKS Printed for James and 
JohN KNAPTTON, at the Crown 1 
In St. Paul's Church-Yard, London. 


E Ighteen Diſcourſes concerning the Terms 

of Acceptance with God: In which, 2 
J. The Terms themſelves are diſtinctly laid * 

rot; down as they are propoſed to Chriſtians in 

les. the New Teſtament. And, II. Several falſe 

"25 Notions of the Conditions of Salvation are 

unde, conſider d. By Benjamin Lord Biſoop of 

en Sarum. The Third Edition. price 5̃ . 

„ 5. A Paraphraſe on the Four Evanyelrſis: + 

12: © Wherein, for the clearer Underſtanding the 

, „. | Sacred Hiſtory, the whole Text and Para- 

ion. phraſe are printed in ſeparate Columns, 

ale, | over-againſt each other. Together with cri- - 

7. F. tical Notes on the more difficult Paſlages : 

Very uſeful for Families. By S. Clarke, D. D. 
In two Vols. The 4th Edit. pr. 122. 
| Three Practical Eſſays on Baptiſm, Con- 

I firmation, and Repentance : Containing full 
Inſtructions for a Holy Life; with earneſt 

90 Exhortations, eſpecially to young Perſons. 
Drawn from the Conſideration of the Seve- 3 

I rity of the Diſcipline of the Primitive — 
Church. By S. Clarke, D. D. The 4th Edit. 
fr. 15. And, for the Excouragement of the 
Charitable, 116 for 57, bound. . 


Seventeen 
: tee 


- | 25 Printed for J. and 


J. Knapton. 
Seventeen Sermons on ſeveral Occaſiom 
particularly, Of the Beet Duty of univeſial 
Low and Charity. Of the Government of 
Paſſion. Diſcourſes upon Occaſion of the 
| Plague. Of St. Peter's being the Rock 0 
which Chriſt built his Church. Of the Faith 
"of Abraham. Of Chrift being the Brea 
of Life, Of the Original of Sin and Miſzy, 
Of Election and Reprobation ; being a Px 
raphraſe on Rom. ix. The Preſent Life, 


4 


State of Probation in order to a future Life, 


That Chriſts Admonitions to his Apoſtle 
belong univerſally to all Chriſtians. 5 
S. Clarke, D. D. The 2d Edit. FO 
Ihe Truth of the Chriſtian Religion. II 
Six Books. By Hugo Grotius, Corrected 
and illuſtrated with Notes by Mr. Le Clerc, 
Io which is added, a Seventh Book, con. 
cerning this Queſtion ; What Chriſtian Churti 
we ought to join our ſelves to? Tranſlated 
by John Clarke, D. D. The 2d Edit. with 
, od A 
Dr. Claget's Sermons on ſeveral Occa. 


ions. In 2 Vols. 80. 


Common Prayer Book, the beſt Compa- 
nion in the Houſe and Cloſet, as well as in 
the Temple: Or, a Collection of Prayer 
cout of the Liturgy of the Church of Eng- 
land, moſt needful both for the whole Fa: 
mily together, and for every ſingle Perſon 
apart by himſelf, With a particlar Office 
for the Sacrament. The 16th Edit. pr. 1 5. 
Ihe Word of God the beſt Guide to all 
Perſons, at all Times, and in all Places 55 
1 + 2 Col 


— 


for every Chriſtian's Knowledge and Practice; 
the Beſt Companion. = Is. 6 d. | 


explain'd in ſeveral Practical Diſcourſes ; be- 


P.M which is added, a Diſcourſe on the Sacra- 


Roſſington, in the County of York. 


according to Biſliop Pearſon, in a new Me- 
„ Ii chod, by way of Paraphraſe and Annotation. 
By B. Kennet D. D. late Prefident of Corpus 
Icbriſti College, Oxon. The Second Edition. 
A true Repreſentation of Popery, as it 
appears in Foreign Parts: In ten Diſcourſes : 


preach'd before the Briti/h Factory at Portugal. 
By Henry Stephens, M. A. Vicar of Malden 


Jes in Surry, and Chaplain to the Right Reverend 


the Lord Biſhop af St. Davids. 8v0. 8 49. 
npꝛ· . The Acceptable Sacrifice: being a full Col- 
is in lection of Scripture- Devotions, taking in the 
ayen whole Book of Pſalms throughout all the 
Parts of it; together with other the moſt de- 


rſon fl ment, adapted to the Uſes of Chriſtian 
Mice Piety: With Prayers, Thankſgivings, and 
s, [| Meditations. By Milliam Tilly, D. D. 120, 
oalfl - Two Letters: One from a Lady to a 


} 


— 


The Duty of a Chriſtian: Set forth and 
Jing an Expoſition of the Lord's Prayer, Io 


ment of the Lord's Supper. For the Uſe of 
Pa ae. By Jobs Jackſon, Reder of 


A Brief Expoſition of the Apoſtles Creed, 


Being . the Subſtance of Several Sermons. 


Fa: votional Portions of the Old and New Teſta- 


Or, Friend, who had married a Roman Catholick 
1 „ 5 Gentleman. 
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Collection of Texts of Scripture, plain- 
ly gu, all ſuch Things as are neceſſary 
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LW converted from the Popifh- Religion to the 
| RR Proteſtant... The Second Edition,” pr. Cd. 
1: RS welve Sermons . preached at the 'Caths 
B a Church of Sarum, 212. I. Of the Im 
mortality of the Soul. 11. Of. the Spiritual 
Nature of the Soul: III, and IV. Of the 
Hatz ef delighting in God. V. OF the 
1385 Relvrregion, and it's Conſequence.” VI. Of 
8 . Good and Evil. VII, and VII. „ 
FE - the Advantages - of Self. Denial. . 
| 1 5 the Satisfaction of Chriſt. X. The an 
1 "Y 4 of God not grievous. XI. The Nes- 
-j= * ceflity-of Holineſs, to fit. Men for Heaven. 
"2 XII. God neither advantaged by our Righte- 
3 | vulneſs, nor a *Sufferer by our Sins. Io 
> [ph are added, two Sermons: The one 
t 
8 


. 


= cConcerning the Ineapacity of a Popiſh Prince 
2M to govern a Proteſtant Kingdom: The other, 
"8 was _.concerning the inhuman Barbarities of the 
" ES nuch Rome to all whom they call He- 
. 5 75 * Fe and Schiſmaticks. By Daniel 1 
= 'D. D. and Chantor of the ſaid Church. 
7 | = Y Fifteen Sermons, preached at the Ne 
2 be $3 4 2hapel upon the following Subjects: Upon 
buman Nature. Upon the Government of 
* the Tongue Udon Compaſſion. Upon the 
Character of Balaam. Upon Agen ment 
Self- 


_ Upon Forgiveneſs of Injuries. U | 
_ | Deceit,. . the Love of our Neighbour.” 
* = 8 £ Upon the ove. of God. Upon the Igno-. 
'F 1 = xance; —_ Man. By Joſeph Butler, I., LB. 
oY. * Preacher at the. Rolli, and Rector of 05 
e in 1 e of * e 8 
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